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INTRODUCTION 


The document which we publish in the present issue of CCIA's 
Background Information is remarkable for a number of reasons. It 
is the most detailed report on the situation of human rights in the 
Republic of Korea to have reached the WCC from within that country 
for a number of years. It covers the period from January 1978 to the 
end of January 1979, itemizes over 200 human-rights-related incidents 
and lists 540 names of persons victimized by these events. 


Contrary to recent reports which portray improvements in 
the Korean human rights record (e.g. the July 1978 "Human Rights 
Conditions in Selected Countries" prepared by the Foreign Affairs 
and National Defence Division of the US Government), and press stories 
which have inferred such improvements from the release of opposition 
leader Kim, Dae-jung, on 27 December 1978, the present report documents 
an intensification in internal repression over the past year. 


But the report does more than itemize individual violations. 
The introductory chapters place these events into a solid political 
and economic context, illustrating clearly how personal and social 
rights are inseparably interdependent. The worsening human rights 
situation is in fact closely linked with a serious crisis in Korea's 
"economic miracle", which in 1978 had to cope with increasing debts, 
dependency on foreign investment and rampant inflation, especially 
on essential household and food items. The government's "Saemaul" 
or "New Village Movement" (sometimes translated "New Community Move- 
ment"), which has been crédited internationally with providing funda- 
mental improvements in the livelihood of South Korea's rural popula- 
tion, is here denounced as a fraudulent deception, with impoverishment 
and indebtedness of farmers more than doubling within one year. 


These economic factors are situated in a political context 
in which Korean democratic traditions are analyzed as being stifled 
by a dictatorially imposed constitution and presidential decrees which 
outlaw all critical discussions. 


1978 also slows a remarkable increase in resistance against 
repression. The human rights movement is rapidly multiplying, invol- 
ving larger and more varied sectors of the population. The Christian 
churches in Korea, whose members constitute some 15% of the population, 
remain active participants in the struggle for justice, as the prepon- 
derance of Christians, including clergy, among political prisoners 
graphically illustrates. Although there are major differences within 
the church community as to the methods that are to be employed in 
such a struggle, there continues a sustaining solidarity with the 
Korean National Council of Churches in its non-violent leadership 
in and support of efforts toward the realization of human rights for 
all people of Korea. The brutal interventions on the part of 


law enforcement agencies against prayer meetings, hunger strikes 
("fasting"), peaceful demonstrations and attempts at legal defence 
constitute the more shocking accounts in this report. 


Students, among them prominently Christian and Seminary 
students and youth leaders, continue to hold the front in the move- 
ments for democracy and human rights in the Republic of Korea. The 
present document relates the radically escalating incidents of student 
demonstrations both on and off campuses. On June 26, 1978, the first 
major off-campus demonstration in seven years took place in a crowded 
section of Seoul, involving thousands of people and violent interven- 
tions by riot police, an event which was carefully and effectively 
shielded from the press. Demonstrations re-occurred throughout the 
year, and on November 6 involved the occupation of police stations, 
destruction of police vehicles and the forced resignation of the police 
chief of Taegu, the family home and heretofore popular stronghold of 
President Park, Chung-hee. 


What the report does not mention are the international and 
geopolitical pressures which bear upon the government of South Korea. 
The recent Sino-Japanese treaties, the normalization of relations with 
China by the USA and the phased US troop withdrawals from Korea, the 
pressures on both North and South Korea to re-open unification negotia-— 
tions ... all are helping to erode the much too facile "national 
security" arguments for internal repression. While it increases the 
hopes of Koreans for a rapid improvement of the democratic structures 
of their country, new issues have arisen which complicate the situa- 
tion to a degree which may well tempt the government to seek stability 
through increasingly severe domestic measures. 


The publication of this report is not without risks. Similar 
publications have in the past been used as propaganda tools of North 
Korea, with the consequent labelling by South Korean authorities of 
its authors as communist agitators. Indeed, the extremely limited 
information which is available about the human rights behaviour of 
the Democratic People's Republic of Korea does not suggest it as a 
valid candidate for an alternative. Those who are struggling for 
democracy in South Korea clearly posit that both regimes must be 
democratized before reunification talks can become fruitful. 


The document which is here presented in its complete form 
was compiled by the Task Force for Human Rights in Korea. The Commis- 
sion of the Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of 
Churches vouches for the authenticity of its contents and takes full 
editorial responsibility. 
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HUMAN RIGHTS 


IN THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA 





PART I 


GENERAL ANALYSIS OF THE KOREAN HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION 








The costs of economic growth for the Korean people have 
offset its benefits. The political and social costs are especially 
serious, and the human rights situation in Korea is directly affected 
by the process of economic growth. 


Tke basic concept and strategy of Korean economic growth 
depends upon so-called "strong political leadership" or "political 
stability" on the political level, the mobilization of the population 
as cheap manpower resources on the social level, and heavy dependence 
upon foreign capital, especially from the United States of America 
and Japan. 


Furthermore, multinational corporations from the U.S.A. 
and Japan have shaped the basic process of economic growth, affecting 
U.S. and Japanese policies toward Korea, as well as the policies of 
the Korean government for economic growth. 


A. THER POLITICAL SITUATION 


From the Military Coup of 1961 to the October 1972 Yushin System 


In the name of economic development and national security, 
General Park Chung-hee and his military band took power by military 
coup in 1961. Although "civilianized" due to pressure from the U.S. 
government, political power has continued to be controlled by General 
Park, who merely took off his uniform along with hundreds of other 
military officers who had joined his military regime. 


To maintain power, Park created political. instruments such 
as the Korean Central Intelligence Agency (KCIA), which has more power 
than the American FBI and CIA combined. The KCIA has no limit to its 
powers, even under laws made by other political structures such as the 
National Assembly. The KCIA has a function similar to that of the 
secret police in a totalitarian state. It has become one of the chief 
instruments of political repression, not only of the political opposi- 
tion, but also of the general populace. 


To continue its power, the Park regime needed political 
funds, and it became the most corrupt regime in the history of Korea. 
The scale of corruption has been international as well as domestic, 
involving politicians and business executives of foreign countries 
such as the U.S.A. and Japan (1). 
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The Park regime sought to find its legitimacy in national 
security and economic development. But Park has failed to build 
political support among the Korean people in a democratic atmosphere. 
His regime has been seriously challenged by the people in Presidential 
elections. 


In the 1963 election Park got 46.7% and the former President - 
the main opposition candidate - received 45.1% of the vote. In the 
election of members to the National Assembly, Park's party won 110 of 
175 seats - with only 32.4% of the votes. (This was due to division 
within the opposition. ) 


In 1969 Park, feeling insecure in his power, subverted the 
legislative process through amendment to the Constitution allowing 
the President a third term in office. This was decided in a secret 
session of the National Assembly which excluded all the opposition 
members. 


In the 1971 election, opposition candidate Kim Dae-jung 
received 45% and Park 53% of the vote, but Park's party failed to 
achieve a two-thirds majority in the National Assembly, which is re- 
quired for constitutional amendment. These election results did not 
happen under normal circumstances; elections were thoroughly manipu- 
lated through the police and administrative apparatus, corrupt use 
of funds, and manipulation of the Korean econony. 


Finally, Park usurped the Constitution in 1972 and declared 
Martial Law to amend it. This amended constitution is the so-called 
Yushin ("Revitalization") Constitution, the apex of the legal structure 
of dictatorship and political repression. 


The Yushin System 


The Yushin dictatorialization of the regime and political 
repression in Korea are justified in many ways. The present regime 
argues that national security requires the restriction of freedon, 
for the North Korean threat is imminent and Korea is in a "state of 
war". Because the threat is from a communist regime, freedom of 
speech must be curtailed to prevent ideological penetration, according 
to this argument. 


Secondly, the goal of economic growth is supreme, and all 
other goals must be subsumed under this. Naturally, the rights of 
labourers, farmers, and consumers must be sacrificed in favour of 
foreign corporations and industrialists. 


Thirdly, the regime has rationalized itself with two new 
arguments : 


1) In 1972 the Yushin Reforms, which centralized virtually 
all government powers in the hands of the President, were justified 
in the name of dialogue with North Korea. This is indeed an ironic 
argument. 


2) In an attempt to rebut Western criticisms of Park's 
regime, it is argued that the Western style of democracy is not approp- 
riate to Korea, and therefore, a Korean style of democracy must be 
instituted. 


These arguments are never fully believed by the Korean 
people. National security is too much and too dangerously used for 
political purposes, undermining people's confidence in the defence 
and security policies of the government. The people feel insecure. 
They feel that political repression is not warranted, despite the 
government's arguments. People see South Korea becoming more and 
more like North Korea politically. 


Since the 1961 military coup the regime has had neither 
political support nor an economic base. As we have noted, it failed 
to build political support in a democratic way, and was deeply 
threatened in the 1971 Presidential election, when the people nearly 
elected the opposition candidate Kim Dae-jung. The Park regime sought 
to build an economic base by attracting Japanese and other foreign 
capital. It is now known that U.S. and Japanese multinational corpo- 
rations became one of the chief sources of political funds for the 
Park regime, and that political corruption itself was experiencing 
a "bonanza" in the process of economic growth. 


The regime equates GNP growth with the "utopian welfare 
state", promising a dream world of abundance, while labourers, farmers 
and consumers are exploited, commanded to sacrifice and suffer, 
their rights drastically curtailed. 


In the initial "expansion boom" of the Korean economy the 
people may have believed the government story, but now they are wiser. 
Confidence in the government economic rhetoric is rapidly waning and 
eroding. Economic problems such as high inflation, maldistribution 
of wealth, and increasing international restriction of exports are 
driving the Korean economy into serious trouble, and the people's 
reaction is one of disillusionment. 


Any economic policy which represses the rights of labourers 
and farmers in the name of economic growth becomes a fundamental source 
of political instability. People feel that Korea is reaching a criti- 
cal stage of such instability. 


Dialogue with North Korea is a very poor justification for 
the increased authoritarianism of the Yushin regime. It indicates a 
lack of confidence in the political support of the Korean people; and 
this tendency of internal regimentation in the wake of, or process of, 
dialogue is structurally contradictory to the real development of 
dialogue and to national unification. For the real success of dia- 
logue there must be a democratic process in which the people can 
discuss all the issues involved and their desires and opinions can 
be known. 


In the international environment, under the full impact 
of "detente",' it is worrisome that Korea's internal political rigidity 


may intensify, with the consequences of further political repression 
and betrayal of the people's opinions. Already there is a dangerous- 
ly large gap in the perceptions of the Korean people about the outside 
world, even about Korea-U.5s. relations. This is due to a systematic 
manipulation of information and media coverage of the political and 
international situation. 


Finally, the "Korean style of democracy" is neither demo- 
cracy nor Korean. In modern Korean history, the Korean political 
heritage is completely discredited, both in the form of the Yi 
Confucian regime and in the form of the "modernized Confucian" regime 
of the Japanese colonial power. 


In resistance against both of the above regimes, the Korean 
people internalized democratic values and built a democratic heritage, 
the most pronounced evidence of which is the March First Independence 
Movement of 1919. Furthermore, democratic education in the post- 
Korean War era had a fundamental impact which cannot easily be erased. 
The level of education and impetus for education among the Korean 
people are very high and very intense. The success of education in 
Korea is not due to the Park regime's policies, but in spite of them. 
Korean people sell all their possessions to educate their children. 
This is the people's democratic heritage and strength. Besides, there 
is a Christian population of over five million, which is the bulwark 
of democracy, and a dire opponent of totalitarianism, left or right, 
and of authoritarianism, traditional or modern. 


The Legal Structures Under Yushin 


"Essentially, the Yushin Constitution placed virtually all 
power in the hands of President Park: the President is the Chairman 
of the National Conference for Unification, which elects him; he 
appoints the members of the Central Election Committee, which oversees 
elections; he appoints one third of the National Assembly; he can 
dissolve the National Assembly at any time; he has the power to ap- 
point and discipline all judges; and he appoints all the members of 
the constitutional committee that determines whether the laws passed 
by the National Assembly are constitutional. Should these arrangements 
be deemed inadequate by the President, he can take emergency measures 
regarding any of the nation's affairs, whenever, in his judgement, 
'the national security or the public safety and order is seriously 
threatened or anticipated to be threatened'"(2). 


The following observation by Amnesty International on the 
Korean legal system holds true even now: 


"Under Article 53 of the Yushin (Revitalization) Constitu- 
tion, revised in 1972, the President is empowered to issue emergency 
decrees whenever he considers that national security is seriously 
threatened. Hmergency Decree No. 9 was promulgated on May 13, 1975, 
following the fall of the Thieu regime in South Vietnam and amidst 
repeated warnings of the Park regime against the threat of invasion 
from North Korea. Emergency Decree No. 9 bans all campus demonstra- 
tions, prohibits published criticism and political meetings and enab- 
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les the authorities to remove offenders from their jobs. 


"On July 8, 1975, the National Assembly passed three laws 
considered 'necessary to put the nation on a total mobilization basis! 
in case of attack. One of these laws was the Public Security Act, 
which is designed especially to ‘control anti-state criminals and 
espionage agents' for North Korea even after they have finished 
prison terms: it applies equally to those convicted under the Anti- 
Communist and National Security Laws and to those against whom former 
indictments were dropped. More than 10,000 persons are kept under 
surveillance under the provisions of this act. In practice these 
are mainly people suspected of anti-government sympathies who received 
light sentences in the past as a warning." (3) 


A. Anti-Communist Law, Article 4(i) (Law No. 643 as amended. Origi- 
nally promulgated on July 3, 1961) 


Article 4(i) 


"Any person who has benefited the anti-state organizations by 
praising, encouraging or siding with these, or through other means 
has benefited the activities of an anti-state organization or its 
components or the communist organization outside the Republic of 
Korea, shall be punished by imprisonment and hard labour for not 
more than seven years. The same shall apply to the person who 

has organized or been affiliated with any of these organizations 
for the purpose of committing such acts." 


This law is open to the most liberal interpretation. Its 
effect is that any dissent is capable of being characterized as a 
benefit to an anti-state organization, and is therefore as such ille- 
gal. 


B. Emergency Decree No. 9 (promulgated on May 13, 1975) 


Those who violate this measure are punished by imprisonment of 
one to fifteen years. Any of the following constitutes violation of 
the Emergency Decree: 


1) "Fabricating or disseminating falsehood, or making false pre- 
sentation of fact; 


2) "Denying, opposing, distorting or defaming the Constitution; 
or asserting, petitioning, instigating or propagating revision or 
repeal thereof, by means of assembly, demonstration, or by using 
mass communication media such as newspapers, broadcasts or news 
correspondence, or by making documents, pictures, records or 
other publications". 


Article 2 prohibits any person from broadcasting, reporting, 
or otherwise disseminating publicly the fact or content of criticism 
of the government by another. 


C. The Criminal Code, Article 104-2 (Law No. 293, originally promul- 
ore | on September 18, 1953, amended by Law No. 2745 on March 25, 
LOT 


Article 104-2 


1) “Any Korean national, who endangers or is feared to endanger 

the security, interest and dignity of the Republic of Korea, in a 
foreign country, by insulting or slandering the Republic of Korea 
or any State organ established under the Constitution, by distor- 
ting the fact about it or disseminating fictitious description of 
it or in any other way, shall be punished by a penal servitude or 
imprisonment without hard labour for not more than seven years. 


2) “Any Korean national who commits such acts as prescribed in 
the preceding paragraph by use of foreigners or foreign organiza- 
tions shall be punished in the same way as in the preceding para- 
graph. 


3) "In cases of the preceding two paragraphs, a suspension of 
civil rights for not more than ten years may be sentenced concur- 
nentiy.” 


This bill was passed by "irregular means", in the absence 
of opposition party members and without proper committee deliberations. 


Br ECONOMIC GROWTH UNDER THE PARK REGIME 


Korean economic growth is characterized by serious depen- 
dency upon international capital, in the form of both public and con- 
mercial loans and direct foreign investment, and also in the form of 
technology and trade (export). This seriously jeopardizes any develop- 
ment of a self-reliant national economy for the people. 


Between 1959 and 1978, public and commercial loans reached 
11,257 billion US dollars, and direct foreign investment reached US 
$927,572,000 (858 cases). The Korean economy is heavily dependent 
upon the export sector, which is "insulated" from the people. (4) 
Therefore, the so-called miraculous economic growth does not have 
much effect upon the people's sector (versus the modern industrial 
sector) of the Korean economy, creating serious underdevelopment of 
small and medium industries as well as of the rural economy. For 
example, at the height of the "New Village Movement" (see below) in 
1976, the average farm household was indebted in the amount of 
37,421 won; after one year, in 1977, the debt of the same farm house- 
hold had increased to 81,564 won (118% increase). (5) 


Another serious structural problem which plagues the Korean 
economy is that of rampant inflation. In spite of the government's 
repeatedly revised figure for inflation, 15%, the actual inflation 
rate is regarded as 30% by the business community in Korea. The lower 
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income people are hit hardest, for the prices of necessities have gone 
up by 50% to 100% and more. Since January 1977 the cost of major 
items in every family budget has increased greatly. Food prices 

rose by 55% at the market, with basic foods rising as follows: rice, 
28.2%; meat, 58.2%; fish, 46.1%; eggs, 50.0%; vegetables, 92.8%; 
milk products, 12.0%; alcoholic beverages, 34.2%; basic seasonings, 


44.1%, (As of June 1978) (6) 


Underdevelopment of the Rural Economy 


Forces working against rural development are various: the 
import of American surplus grains has initially played a negative role. 
For example, it is not economical for Korean farmers to produce wheat 
(a second crop) and cotton, though both of these were traditional 
products of Korean farms. The industrialization policy not only 
neglected the rural sector, but caused rapid urban migration by the 
labour force, high production cost of agricultural goods (especially 
rice) and a low grain price policy, and resulted in land expropria- 
tion and speculation by the big industrialists. 


The so-called Saemaul Undong (New Village Movement) - the 
cornerstone of the government's rural policy - has economically ex- 
ploitative goals: 


1) to foster savings only to be used by the non-agricul- 
tural sector, or to offset the agricultural invest- 
ment costs}; 


2) to increase food production so that food import should 
not eat up the foreign exchange needed for trade by 
industry; 


3) to sell industrial goods to farmers even on a credit 
basis; 


4) to produce cheap raw materials for industrial produc- 
tLOn. 


In this process the farmer's life is regimented and vertically integ- 
rated into the urban industrial sector. 


The government policy for rural development has had disas- 
trous economic, social and political consequences. The typical exam- 
ple of this is found in the government-controlled agricultural coopera- 
tives. 


In 1962 a temporary measure was decreed, to control the 
agricultural cooperatives administratively by means of appointment 
of co-op officials from top to bottom. Thus the agricultural co-op 
became an instrument for the government's control and development 
of the rural sector, for the last 17 years. The operation of the 
cooperative is undemocratic and high-handed, and is misused by the 
ruling party and government officials. 
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The credit activities of the agri-co-op are supposed to 
help the finances of farmers. However, the bulk of the fund is flowing 
into non-agricultural industries and into policy implementation of 
the government, rather than into productive activities of the farmers. 
For example, 125,000 million won out of the savings of farmers was 
used by other industries and government in 1977. (7) 


The agricultural cooperative is serving as a governmental 
network of sales distribution of fertilizer, agriculturak equipment, 
pesticides, and other items such as cement, in an arbitrary, centra- 
lized and exploitative way, without any regard to the real needs or 
desires of farmers. 95% of purchase and distribution decisions are 
made by the central office in a unilateral manner, presumably accor- 
ding to instructions from the government. The original cost of the 
fertilizer at the factory is only half its price at the co-op. This 
is a telling example of the government policy. 


The agri-co-op is an undemocratic, exploitative, and 
corrupt political instrument of the ruling regime which forces the 
purchase of goods produced by the secondary industry, and forces 
savings for use by the government and industry outside of the rural 
community. The political and social consequences are extreme insta- 
bility and underdevelopment, with resultant injustice and corruption. 
This tendency has been increasing during the past several years, while 
government claims become increasingly illusory. ; 


Farmers have no recourse to redress the unequal and unfair 
tax burden levied against them. Farmers are discriminated against 
by tax policies in comparison with urban wage earners, not to mention 
the comparison with industrialists. Land tax is calculated for the 
farmers with a base rate of exemption which is much lower than that 
of the urbanites. For example, an urban dweller with a family of 
five members earning 1,600,000 won does not pay tax; whereas a rural 
family of the same size and income must pay 284,000 won tax. There 
are many other technical and calculation discriminations that make 
the farmers more indebted than ever before. 


Farmers are squeezed not only by the taxes and co-ops, but 
also by a price control on rice. The following chart shows the in- 
creasing yearly loss by farmers through the government rice price 
policy. 





Production Cost and Annual Loss to Farmers (8 
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The social dislocation of the rural community is so great 
that the 1977 migration of rural populations to cities reached 
407,000. Moreover, according to government statistics, hundreds 
of thousands of persons in rural areas became mentally ill during 
1978. The social cost is indeed incalculable. The New Village 
Movement forces farmers to spend money which they do not have, for 
the remodelling of their houses; another example of the way they 
are plunged ever more deeply into debt. 


The following chart shows the yearly increase in debt per 
farm household: 


Farmers! Debts Per Household (9) 
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South Korea is heralded as a shining example of rapid 
economic growth in the world today. However, the rights of the wor- 
kers have been very much curtailed in this process of growth, which 
has been anchored on a cheap and plentiful labour forcé and the 
foreign capital attracted on this basis. 


The suppression of the legally guaranteed rights of labour, 
and the arbitrary handling of labour relations in the process of the 
ongoing exploitation of workers without their receiving a substantive 
share of the benefits, is a growing source of instability beneath 
the apparently tranquil surface. Low wages, bad working conditions, 
and inflation add to the pressure. Furthermore, the rhetoric of 
"welfare society" raises the expectations of the labourers, while 
there is no real prospect for welfare measures that will substantially 
alleviate the suffering of the workers. 


Low Wages 


Wages continue to be inhumanly low. 395,600 workers in 
7,517 factories (employing more than 16 workers each) were receiving 
an average monthly wage of 31,000 won (US $66), as of August 1978. 
(10). According to the Federation of Korean Trade Unions (FKTU), 
76.8% of their women members receive monthly wages of less than 
50,000 won (US $104). The wages of 76.7% of all workers are less 
than the minimum taxable income.(11). There is no minimum wage 
system. The chief reason for keeping the wages down is to "induce" 
foreign capital, and for its sake the workers! rights are trampled 
down and suppressed. 
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Worsening Working Conditions 


Working hours are too long. Korean workers average almost 
60 working hours a week (1977 ILO figures). 


During the first half of 1978, industrial accidents in- 
creased by 23.4%, reaching 6,440 cases. Since 1970 the accident inc- 
rease rate has been 9.8% per year. In 1978 one person per 2,000 
labourers died as a result of accidents at work.(12) 


37% of all industries whlich employ more than 16 persons 
(20,671) have broken the Labour Standards Law. 78.9% of the viola- 
tions are related to the question of wages.(13) 


Labour-Management Relations 


Under the present suspension of the Labour Law, there can 
be no normal relations between labour and management: the hands of 
labour have been tied. Under these conditions there were 105 labour 
disputes during the first three quarters of 1978, up to September 28. 
(14) Of these, 79 cases were related to wage questions. 


The figure on labour-management disputes shown here is far 
below the actual figure, because the government administratively 
controls labour-management relations in an arbitrary fashion, and 
no collective bargaining is possible in the present situation. 


Restriction of Labour Rights 


Since 1964 the right of labourers to organize has become 
complicated due to the administrative procedure of registration with 
the government. When the government does not issue the registration 
certificate, the organized union is illegal. Furthermore, the Extra- 
ordinary Law on Foreign Investment (1970) makes it extremely difficult 
to organize labour unions. A labour union can be dissolved or its 
officials changed by the government, when it is regarded that the 
union has violated the law or is harmful to the public interest. 


The strict control of labour unions is further carried out 
through arbitrary procedures in the election of union leaders, and 
by the dismissal of those leaders not cooperative with the government. 
To cite one case as an example, in the recent election to choose the 
head of the National Textile Union, it was expected that incumbent 
Kim, Young-tae would be defeated, due to his extreme unpopularity as 
a government-controlled figure who is unsympathetic to the desires 
of the Textile Union members. However, through manipulation of the 
election process - preventing some of the opposition delegates from 
participating in the vote, and alleged bribery of some delegates - 
Kim won re-election. 


In another case, violent measures were used to destroy a 
local women textile workers! union —- the Dong-Il Textile Co. workers! 
branch union in Inchon. It is believed that the gang of thugs who 
invaded the Dong-I1 union office on February 21, 1978, threw human 
excrement on the women union members, beating and injuring 70 of 
them, and destroyed the ballot boxes and other materials prepared for 
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that day's election, were sanctioned by the Dong-I1 Company and 
evidently by the government authorities also. The National Textile 
Union then declared the election illegal and dismissed the leaders of 
the Iocal union. As a result of that action and the subsequent arrest 
and imprisonment of members of the union, it has virtually ceased to 
exist as a representative organization responsive to its. members! 
needs. The present union chairperson was hand-picked by the company. 


On March 10, at a government-sponsored rally in commemora- 
tion of Labour Day, hundreds of workers, including Dong-Il Textile 
Company labourers, shouted in protest against the suppression of 
unions. Many were arrested and a few given prison sentences of 2 - 4 
weeks. Following this there was a series of hunger strikes by workers 
and others sympathetic to their demands. 


As a result of their participation in hunger strikes and 
their absence from work, 126 workers were fired by Dong-Il Textile 
Company. Their lives, already difficult under poor working conditions 
and low wages, now became extremely hard. A prayer meeting on Friday, 
September 22 was chosen as an opportunity to describe their struggle 
to Christians and others concerned about their plight. The Dong-I1l 
workers enacted a drama of their work situation and the attack which 
destroyed their union; most of the audience were weeping by the cli- 
max of the play. Then, as the workers were leaving the auditoriun, 
shouting demands for their rights, a violent police attack was 
launched. (See Part III, Urban Industrial and Rural Mission Staff, 
event No. 6.) Many persons were beaten, some tortured and indecently 
assaulted, and a number received 15 - 20 day prison sentences. 


Another incident which has aroused great concern about the 
lack of protection and basic rights afforded workers, is the suspi- 
cious death of a worker at Nongshim Ramyon Co., belonging to the 
Lotte Group. This worker had gone to company officials reportedly 
to protest his low wages, and following this he was found dead. 
Circumstances have led many to believe his death was not suicide, as 
the eG ian claims it was. (See Part III, Workers and Farmers, event 
Wor. 23. 


The above incidents typify the authorities' attitude and 
policy toward any and all workers who try to improve their wages and 
working conditions. There is almost no way open to the workers by 
which they can protect their rightful interests. 


Collective bargaining and strikes are forbidden in foreign- 
invested companies. Where there are disputes, the government deals 
with them administratively. This is reinforced by the National Secu- 
rity Law of 1971, which ~stipulates that all collective bargaining 
and collective action are controlled by the government. 


Between September 1, 1970 and August 31, 1971, there were 
1,656 labour-management disputes. In 1978, as of September, only 
105 cases are recorded, as noted above. This shows the degree of 
suppression of labour activities. 


Thus there is no free and autonomous trade union movement 
which would fight for the rights of labourers, pursue their legitimate 
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interests and bring about healthy working conditions. Furthermore, 
labourers are suppressed in labour-management relations so that con- 
flict is not resolved democratically, justly, and peacefully. This 
will be one of the chief sources of social unrest. 


Ce SUPPRESSION OF THE FREEDOM OF SPEECH 


Emergency Decree No. and the Criminal Code 


The suppression of free speech is legally justified by two 
laws in particular: Emergency Decree No. 9 and the Criminal Code 
(Article 104-2). As noted on page 9 above, Emergency Decree No. 9 
prohibits "fabrication or disseminating falsehood"; it forbids any 
criticism or opposition to the Constitution, or attempt to revise it 
or advocate its revision. It also prohibits any reporting of viola- 
tion of this law, and any media organization which reports such is 
subject to repeal of its operating license. 


The Criminal Code (104-2) prohibits any insult or slander 
against the state or its organs, or false description of them, that 
might "endanger the security, interest, and dignity" of the Republic 
of Korea; likewise, these acts may not be committed by "use of foreig- 
ners or foreign organizations". 


According to regulations that govern the distribution of 
foreign publications, permission is required from the Ministry of 
Culture and Information, to import foreign newspapers, magazines and 
books for distribution. Two copies of each imported overseas perio- 
dical publication must be submitted to the Ministry of Culture and 
Information for screening. Any publication that is deemed not to be 
favourable to the regime is screened out. Anyone who violates this . 
regulation can be deprived of the import license needed to receive 
overseas publications. 


Besides these regulations, there may be special cases of 
restriction of freedom of speech under martial law, or under the 
declaration of a state of emergency according to the National Security 
Acts 


Censorship 


The typical method used to restrict the freedom of speech 
is censorship; undesirable foreign press reports are carefully 
eliminated from newspapers and broadcasts. Nowadays this takes the 
form of self=censorship under government pressure. Often telephone 
calls come to editorial offices of the public media. For example, 
the Park, Tong-sun case ("Koreagate") has been consistently censored 
- totally or partially. 


Often the government manipulates the media by imposing the 
official version of the story. For example, the National Assembly 
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election in December 1978 was reported by the newspapers according to 
the government's direction. Thus the independence of the press is 
undermined, and the public is manipulated by the government and robbed 
of the right to know. 


Legal provisions on the freedom of speech are abused by the 
government. A certain provision is sometimes expanded or contracted 
according to the desires of the government to suppress particular 
public information or control certain media. For example, the Church 
Bulletin (November 1978) was suppressed by re-interpretation of the 
registration regulations for periodicals. The Korean National Council 
of Churches (KNCC) Newsletter is threatened with suppression by means 
of the same provision. KNCC publishes the Newsletter as a pamphlet 
with a different title every month, because the Ministry of Culture 
and Information does not accept the registration. 


An ironic fact about suppression is that although individual 
articles may be allowed to be published, when these individually 
published articles are collected and published as a volume, then it 
is suppressed. In this way many books are suppressed. Examples are 
Prof. Lee, Young-hee's Dialogue With 800 Mission Chinese and Mr. Pak, 
Hyun-chae's On National Economy. 


Violent Suppression 


During the election of members to the National Assembly, a 
news item about the platform of the New Democratic Party (NDP, the 
opposition party) was reported over CBS radio (Christian Broadcasting 
Station), and then appeared in Dong-A Daily Newspaper. This concerned 
the NDP's call for revision of the present Yushin (Revitalization) 
Constitution. Several journalists from CBS and Dong-A were reportedly 
then arrested and beaten by the Korean Central Intelligence Agency. 


The pressures from the government affect the structure of 
public media in such a-way that pro-government reporting is rewarded 
and critical reporting is punished. This creates severe friction 
between frontline journalists and their management. In October 1978, 
the monthly Wolkan Choong-ang of Choong=ang Mass Communications 
Corporation was banned by the government because of the critical 
articles contained in the October issue. During this incident the 
management wanted to fire the journalists who were responsible for 
the issue, but resistance by them and other journalists prevented such 
a management action: Instead, the magazine's publication was suspen- 
ded for three months. 


Apart from these cases, there are tremendous government 
pressures upon printing companies, publishing houses, and editorial 
desks of the public media. This description of the situation of the 
Suppression of free speech is only the tip of the iceberg. 


Panay earn 


D. THE ACADEMIC COMMUNITY 


Student Defense Corps 


The entire student population from high school to universit 
has been militarily regimented through the Student Defense Corps (spc), 
as a means of their total control. Through this regimentation, the 
student population is organized hierarchically from top to bottom. 

The faculty function not as educators, but as leaders in this organi- 
zation for supervision, control, and surveillance of students, so 

that no student group divergent from the spirit of SDC can emerge. 


A professor is responsible for the activities of a circle 
of 10 - 15 students. If they get out of line, the teacher is blamed. 
The professor checks, watches, and polices students who might protest 
against the present situation. School papers and journals are 
completely censored. The student counselling center is also used 
to detect and control the thinking of students on social and politi- 
cal matters. 


Those students who are suspected to be in the protest move- 
ment are ruthlessly controlled. Police are present on the campus to 
watch for and report campus unrest. There are ever-present truck- 
loads of riot control police forces in and around campuses; police 
agents are implanted in student bodies to gather information. 


Suspected students are threatened, intimidated, bribed or 
seduced, and kept under constant surveillance. Their families are 
visited and their parents are pressured. Sometimes these students 
are forcibly conscripted into the military, forcibly hospitalized, or 
(often) forcibly sent on long journeys, away from the city where the 
campus is. They are sometimes suspended from school, or expelled, or 
prevented from registration. 


The schools administer scholarships in such a way that the 
political criterion becomes the primary one, i.e., the student must 
not be involved in any protest activities against the government or 
school authorities. 


Faculty 


There is no academic freedom even for the faculty members. 
Their academic activities are monitored, and they are not free to 
speak the truth even in their classrooms for fear of being reported 
to the authorities. Professors cannot publish their research findings 
without prior permission from the Ministry of Education. 


In 1975 the Faculty Reappointmemt System was introduced; 
through this system all faculty members (professors, every 10 years; 
associate professors, every 7 years; and assistants, every 2 years) 
are screened and reappointed. Political criteria feature prominently 
in the decision. In early 1976 several hundred teachers were fired 
from their universities for various reasons, and a significant number 
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of them are believed to have been dismissed for political reasons. 
Subsequently, professors outspoken in criticism of the government 
policies have been pushed out of the universities. 


The Education Charter 


The Education Charter and National Ethics Education have 
been used to promote the misguided values of national chauvinism and 
anti-democratic tendencies. To quote the words of the eleven profes- 
sors of Chon Nam University in their June 27, 1978 "Our Guidelines 
for Education", the Education Charter "is reminiscent of the kind of 
fascist educational philosophy that seemed at one time in world his- 
tory to flourish but finally died out ... There is a danger that 
education for 'national revival' which is not based on a strong demo- 
cratic foundation will become an instrument for restoring past tota- 
litarianism." These Chon Nam professors presented, as an alternative, 
four guidelines for education to build a humane society: 


1. In order to achieve an educational system that respects 
man above material things and one that allows truth to be 
taught and learned, those very places where true education 
takes place, namely our daily lives and our schools, must 
be humanized and democratized. 


2. As a first step in humanizing and democratizing the 
educational system educators themselves must teach students 
in accordance with their humane conscience and their pas- 
sionate and devoted love for democracy and learn from them 
as well. 


3. We resist any kind of external interference in teaching 
and learning the truth, and we protest against the oppres- 
sion of university people because of this interference. We 
will strive especially to obtain the release of jailed 
students and the reinstatement of dismissed students. 


4. We will faithfully follow and spread the spirit of the 
March First and April 19th Movements and we will nurture 

the nation's energies aimed at an independent and peaceful 
reunification of our country which is the deepest aspiration 
of our people. 


As a result of this statement, all eleven professors were 
fired, and one, Prof. Song, Ki-sook, is in prison under a four-year 
sentence. Students who protested the arrest of Prof. Song were also 
expelled from school, or arrested and imprisoned. 


The repressive atmosphere of the campus is too stifling 
for either teachers or students to endure; tensions are thus building 
day by day, and it is more than likely that campus disturbances will 
continue and intensify. 
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EK. INTERFERENCE WITH FREEDOM OF RELIGION 


The Christian Church is the centre of the human rights 
movement in Korea. However, the government adopts a hostile attitude 
toward the human rights promotional activities of the Church, a fact 
which greatly affects the freedom of religion. The government argues 
that as long as the proselytizing activities of the church are not 
restricted, there is no problem of religious freedom. But when the 
church asserts itself through its proper role, to fulfill its mission, 
the regime exercises repressive measures. 


Some argue that only a small minority within the Christian 
community are active in human rights. But the largest ecumenical 
agency, the National Council of Churches, which is supported by the 
main Protestant denominations, is at the centre of the human rights 
movement. The Human Rights Committee of the National Council of 
Churches consists of representativega from all the member denominations, 
which in turn take a firm position for human rights. 


In addition, the Korean Student Christian Federation (KSCF) 
is very active in the human rights movement, along with the Korean 
Christian Faculty Fellowship, Church Women United in Korea, and Urban 
Industrial Missions in Korea, which are also at the forefront in 
promoting the rights of the poor and women. Aside from these, there 
are various active human rights groups such as the Coalition for 
Human Rights Movement in Korea, which includes journalists! groups, 
writers' groups and young people's groups, in addition to Christian 
groups. There are also strong Roman Catholic human rights groups such 
as the Priests! Corps for Realization of Justice, Young Catholic 
Workers (JOC), and the Catholic Farmers! Association. 


The Christian human rights movement is concentrated not 
only in Seoul, but has strong activities in the provincial cities 
such as Kwangju, Chunju, Wonju, and Pusan. 


Because of the strength of the Christian human rights move- 
ment, suppression of religious involvement in the human rights move- 
ment is carried out in the harshest way. The following, though not 
complete, describes how religious freedom of mission is suppressed. 


Control of Churches! Internal Activities 


Sermons are monitored by government agents. It is alleged 
that even the pastor of Young Nak Presbyterian Church - the largest 
conservative Presbyterian Church in Korea - is often under pressure 
because of the content of his sermons. Most preachers are under 
threat and intimidation, real or imagined, in regard to their sermons. 
Outspoken preachers are harassed, detained, and put into prison. 


Rev. Koh, Young-keun has been put into prison because of 


his strong preaching. Rev. Kang, Hi-nam likewise is in prison because 
of his reading of a Biblical passage from the Old Testament. 
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Rev. Yun, Ban-ung, Rev. Moon, Ik-whan, and Rev. Park, Hyung- 
kyu are in prison because of their firm convictions for human rights. 
Rev. (Miss) Cho, Hwa-soon is in prison because of her Christian 
ministry for the human rights of working people. 


Roman Catholic priests in Chunju were beaten very severely 
by police because of their stance for human rights. 


Such measures as the arrest and imprisonment of pastors 
and ministers, and violent attacks upon priests, are the epitome of 
suppression of the human rights of clergy and the church. This kind 
of violence is deemed necessary by a regime which sees its staunchest 
foe in the Christian human rights movement, which is active in the 
labour world, farmers! communities, student movement, and urban poor 
communities, as Well as in "religious" activities. 


Christian churches in Korea are under severe psychological 
and political pressure on all levels because the church generally 
perceives that the dictatorship is incompatible with the Gospel, and 
social injustice is against the will of God. All pastors are under 
direct or indirect pressure from the regime. 


The Park regime interferes with the governance of the 
churches - in choice of leaders, in mission policies, and in all as- 
pects of church life in Korea. Ecumenical relations with overseas 
Christian communities are interfered with through intimidation and 
pressures of various sorts. The regime seeks to manipulate the 
churches by using conservative groups of Christians and leading them 
to attack the human rights stance of the church. 


Control of Religious Meetings 


Religious prayer meetings and other services are prevented 
and restricted through various pressures. Prayer meetings are haras- 
sed by government agents, disrupted by police, and are under surveil- 
lance when they are suspected of having anything to do with the human 
rights issue. 


A weekly Friday evening prayer meeting, held under the 
sponsorship of the KNCC Human Rights Committee, is the object of 
government harassment, surveillance, intimidation, disruption, and 
even violent attack (see above). The Korean Student Christian 
Federation cannot have open meetings due to pressure from the govern- 
ment. Religious meetings for human rights and other church mission 
issues, sponsored by the KNCC and other religious organizations, are 
under constant surveillance and check. The speakers, the organizers, 
and persons attending the meetings and conferences are threatened. 


The KNCC sponsored Human Rights Services throughout Korea 
during International Human Rights Week, around December 10, 1978. 
In Seoul the place of the service, Seoul Anglican Cathedral, was 
surrounded by great numbers of plainclothes police, and eight bus- 
loads of riot control police were placed in front of the gates of 
the church. Police demanded and checked the citizen registration 


= 


cards of many who were coming to the worship service, creating an 
atmosphere of fear and intimidation. 


Likewise, an ominous atmosphere was created at all of the 
eleven places where the Worship Service for Human Rights was held, 
throughout the land. The pastor of Taegu Sungnak Church was threa- 
tened by police with cancellation of the Human Rights Service. The 
church youth who were preparing the service were intimidated and 
threatened with arrest and imprisonment. A fund-raising campaign 
to aid student prisoners was suppressed in Taegu, and faculty members 
were mobilized to persuade students not to attend the Human Rights 
Service. 


Church Youth Harassed 


Young people's groups in some churches are systematically 
suppressed for their church activities. 


The National Youth Conference of the Presbyterian Church 
in the Republic of Korea (PROK), for example, protested against the 
repressive political situation. The police reacted by arresting over 
90 students; subsequently some students were jailed and some were 
expelled from school. 


Church youth groups in Sudo Presbyterian Church, Cheil 
Presbyterian Church, Saemoonan Presbyterian Church and other churches 
experience similar pressure from the police and the Korean Central 
Intelligence Agency. Often a student agent is implanted to get infor- 
mation and to create an atmosphere of fear. Sometimes agents come 
into the church and search students illegally. They put pressure on 
the church so that church youth cannot have their regular meetings. 
Members of the church sessions are manipulated by the KCIA to be 
antagonistic to the youth activities. 


Furthermore, pressure is brought to bear on the parents of 
the church young people, so that they prevent their sons and daughters 
from going to these churches. Through pressure upon school officials 
they threaten the church youth in their schools. If there is any 
protest incident, these young people automatically become prime 
suspects, get arrested without any evidence, and punished. Thus 
religious activities of church youth are very much curtailed. 


Religion on Campus 


Suppression of religious activities of Christian students 
on university campuses is another example of religious suppression. 
Christian student groups on the campus are under systematic surveil- 
lance and threat, and they are susceptible to arrest simply because 
they belong to certain churches or to Christian student groups such 
as the Korean Student Christian Federation. If any student religious 
group is organized, it must get the approval of the school authorities. 
If the group wants to have a programme there must be prior approval, 
including speakers. Students are threatened with expulsion if they 
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are active in Christian student graups which favour the human rights 
movement. 


Suppression of Korean Urban Industrial Mission 


Suppression of Christian Urban Industrial Mission (UIM) 
groups is one of the harshest aspects of the repression of religious 
freedom. Korean UIM groups preach the religious message to the wor- 
kers and take sides with the workers when they are treated unjustly 
by management, helping them to find their own legitimate rights. UIM 
works on the basis of Christian convictions. 


Inchon Mission to Industry (UIM), as it is involved in 
aiding Dong-I1l Textile Company workers who have been fired, is suf- 
fering under systematic police surveillance, repressive actions, 
interrogations, arrests and imprisonment. Rev. Cho, Hwa-soon, Inchon 
UIM minister, is now in prison. 


Youngdeung-po UIM was raided, their documents were confis- 
cated, heavy taxes were levied (a typical government tactic), and 
heavy fines were imposed for late tax payment. Ministers who work 
there are being prosecuted under trumped-up charges of tax evasion 
and the like. The workers! credit union, whieh UIM helped to create, 
has been banned, because its staff refused to show their documents 
and membership list to government officials who came under KCIA 
instructions to suppress the credit union. Previously the credit 
union had received a citation from the Minister of Finance for its 
excellent operation. 


The workers who are in contact with UIM are systematically 
intimidated - through their companies, through their families, and 
personally. The UIM ministry is thus severely curtailed by the 
regime. 


UIM staff workers in Chungju and Kumi suffer a similar 
situation. The government is putting pressure upon sponsoring 
churches, presbyteries, and even general assemblies, not to support 
the UIM ministry. 


Urban mission groups for poor people suffer similar perse- 
cution. The Seoul area Special Mission Committee's work is under 
constant pressure. Rev. Park, Hyung-kyu, chairman of the Committee, 
is in prison. Its general secretary is in hiding. 


On the social and political levels, UIM work is believed 
to be the only alternative to communist infiltration in the poor 
sector of Korean society. Thus the Christian Church, which is 
largely anti-communist, regards the UIM work as very essential for 
the Korean society, as the church seeks to realize reasonable justice 
and human rights for the poor people in Korea. But ironically, 
the Korean UIM is violently attacked as "communist" by some groups, 
with obvious government approval. 
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F. RESTRICTION OF FREEDOM TO TRAVEL OVERSEAS 


The right to travel overseas is restricted by the government. 
This restriction limits contact, exchange, and fellowship between 
the Christian community in Korea and the ecumenical Christian commu- 
nity in other countries. Aside from the general restrictions that 
are legally established, usually there are three ways used to prevent 
persons from travelling outside of Korea: 


1) The police and KCIA security clearance procedure is 
used to prevent certain "undesirable" or "disobedient" persons from 
overseas travel, either for retaliation against their political stance, 
or for fear they might reveal the reality of Korea to people overseas. 


2) For a passport to be issued to a member of a religious 
organization, the recommendation of the Minister of Culture and 
Information is required. Often this recommendation is withheld 
without any legitimate reason, to prevent church people from travel- 
ling. 


3) Finally, the Ministry of Justice can cancel the exit 
permit at the airport, at the last minute, when a church person is 
about to leave. This kind of procedural manipulation violates the 
rights of people to travel overseas. 


In addition to this, overseas friends who visit the Korean 
Church -are under close surveillance, and they are searched and 
checked very closely during immigration and customs procedures at 
the airport. These visitors and delegates are sometimes interrogated 
and deported. The Asia Secretary of the World Student Christian 
Federation, together with his wife, were deported While they were: 
visiting the member movement in Korea. 


Part III, Overseas Travel Restriction, lists some specific 
cases of violation of Korean people's right to travel. 
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FOOTNOTES 


According to the "Fraser Report", Park collected political funds 
out of commissions on foreign loans, from foreign corporations 
of Japan and the U.S.A. as well as from domestic corporations, 
through various kickback schemes, and even through manipulation 


of the stock market. (See Report of the Subcommittee on Inter- 


national Organizations of the Committee on International Relations, 
U.S. House of Representatives, 95th Congress, 2nd Session, 


Washington, D.C., 1978, Vol. 1.) 


See "Fraser Report", op. cit. 


Report of an Amnesty International Mission to the Republic of 
Korea, 2/ March to 9 April 1975; page 5. 


Sumiya, Mikio, Kankoku no Kezai (Korean Economy), Iwanami Publ. 
COs s 1976. = 


Kyungje Daily Newspaper, Oct. 25, 1978. 


D.J. Goulet, "Wage and Cost of Living Survey 1977 - 78", June 20, 
1978, pe 4. ; 


According to Report of the Catholic Farmers! Association, 1978. 
Ibid. 


Ministry of Agriculture and Fishery, "Nong Ka Kyungje Chosa Pogoso", 
(Survey of Farm Household Economy) - Annual Report. 


Sisatongshin (Sisa Wire Service), Sept. 28, 1978. 
Dong-A Daily Newspaper. August 26, 1978. 

Dong-A Daily, January Be LOTTO. 

Dong-A Daily, August 17, 1978. 


Sisatongshin, op. cit. 


=" 25 = 


PART II 


THE VIOLATION OF THE PERSON 





A. TORTURE AND INHUMAN TREATMENT OF DETAINEES 


According to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
Article 5: "No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment." 


Article 9: "No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, 
detention or exile." 


The Republic of Korea Criminal Code provides for a prison 
sentence for any public official who detains, arrests or imprisons 
anyone unlawfully (Article 124) or who commits an act of violence 
or aes against a criminal suspect or ... another person (Article 
ea). 


When inhuman treatment is practiced with sufficient fre- 
quency, it becomes the expected form of relationship between police 
or other authorities and the citizens; people learn to accept such 
treatment without protest to help prevent worse from happening. 

One may grow up in Korea being hit in turn by parents, teachers, 
army officers, employers, and the police for minor offenses. For 
example, on a recent Sunday afternoon on a narrow street in Seoul, 
armed police on duty in front of a district police headquarters 
indicated to passersby that some officials were expected to drive 
in soon. A policeman shouted abusive language at shopkeepers whose 
goods were being loaded or unloaded in front of their shops and small 
factories. He hit and kicked a man unloading a bicycle. It is not 
uncommon to see police hit, kick, and use their sticks on people, 
carts, or salesgoods, knock over peddlers! stands and destroy their 
goods. 


It is possible to become tolerant of inhuman treatment, to 
a degree. This insensitivity is in itself a result of inhuman treat- 
ment. In such a context, torture becomes relative. What the world 
calls "torture" may not be identified as such in Korea, for example, 
and the world may be misled into thinking that the use of torture 
is reduced, especially when it is not reported. Any concept of 
torture must include the fear, psychological stress, anxiety and 
feelings of worthlessness and despair which are caused by the treat- 
ment, including the verbal communication, the physical atmosphere and 
the duration of the detention. 


What is the pattern of treatment of detainees being inves- 
tigated under Emergency Decree No. 9, or the Anti-Communist or 
National Security Laws? One or several plainclothes police or agents 
take persons previously involved, or suspected of being involved in 
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a demonstration (or involved in a group, for example a church youth 
group or educational group for workers), to a police station or KCIA 
headquarters. They are taken from their homes, often late at night 
or at dawn, or from the street on their way to or from home. Neither 
they nor the family, if they are taken from home, are told where they 
are to be held, by what authority, for how long, nor for what reason. 
There is no warrant for arrest. The obligation to comply with an 
order to go for investigation is generally accepted as inevitable. 
The response to protest is physical and verbal abuse and forcible 
detention. When persons are taken from the street, the family cannot 
know whether they were taken by police, or suffered some accident. 
The family and friends may inquire at police stations in vain for 
over two weeks, only to learn, after a formal charge has been made or 
the person is released, that the detainee had been held in a distant 
police station, a national police investigation centre, a KCIA buil- 
ding, or even in a hotel, as was Rev. Timothy Moon for over two weeks 
in August 1978. Keeping someone who knows his legal rights or who 

is well known in a hotel is a way of avoiding punishment under the 
Korean Criminal Code (Article 124). Such niceties are not observed 
when the detainee is poor or unknown. 


During detention, a team of detectives takes turns asking 
leading questions, often referring to the supposed confessions of 
others, and requiring conformity to a previously determined confes- 
sional statement. "X has told everything, so why are you lying? 
I'll have to cross-examine both of you." "You won't be allowed to- 
leave until you admit the connection between Chon Nam and Chosun 
Universities." 


Detainees are required to write long, detailed statements 
of their activities for certain periods of days or weeks, to list 
everyone they met, and to write out their conversations. They are 
required to name all their friends. Not long after one person is 
detained, his or her friends are taken in one by one, and then their 
friends. 


Detainees are moved from one department to another; the 
tactics are sometimes changed, but verbal abuse, physical abuse, and 
fear are regular components of the interrogation: "Write it all down 
before you get beaten"; "Kicking me in the groin ..."3; "... told 
me to take off my glasses"; "If you don't admit it, you'll be given 
red pepper water and taken for an ‘airplane ride' until you're half 
dead"... "I'll give you'a taste!!" "If you don't admit it, you won't 
get out of here"; "You'll have to die"; "... he struck me on the 
left side of the face and broke the shaft of my glasses"; "Hach time 
when I said I didn't know about it, because I didn't know, they 
would kick me, yelling, ‘You lying son of a bitch!'" "Starve him!" 
All the above quotes are from conversations between investigative 
agents and students who were accused of sending books to the Kwangju 
Prison for student prisoners - in accordance with prison regulations. 


Detainees are required to write confessional statements 


which may lead to arrest or release. "The Second Bureau Chief at the 
Intelligence Division office said ... (we) must be interrogated until 
the statements matched." "Three detectives worked with us writing 
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a statement." "We were told to write an apology." (From statements 
by students under detention.) 


Detainees are usually required to write a statement that 
they have been treated well at the police station, and warned that 
if they tell anyone of their treatment, worse will happen to them 
and their families. 


Even when the whereabouts of detainees is known, they 
may not be allowed family visits according to regulations, sometimes 
to prevent the condition of the prisoners from being known. This 
happened after the September 22 incident at the Christian Building. 
Young women workers and UIM staff told of being beaten, kicked, 
having their breasts’ and genitals roughly handled, and of being 
forced to squat with a stick placed behind the knees and their legs 
stamped on. Some of the worshippers were held for a few days until 
they looked better; Mrs. L. hid signs of being bruised and allowed 
pictures to be taken of her large bruises after her release. 


some UIM-related former Dong-Il1 Textile Company workers 
were detained some days after the September 22 incident. Miss M. 
was reportedly taken at midnight and beaten all night. She was 
tortured by the leg-stick method. They also beat her in the face 
until it was completely bruised and swollen. 


Misses hL., K., and C. were taken to the Special Investiga- 
tion Bureau of the National Police. They reported that they were 
grabbed by the hair and their heads banged on the table and wall. 


Miss C. was severely tortured and beaten. She refuses to 
tell the details of her treatment because she is so afraid of being 
tortured again + which police have threatened to do if she reports 
anything. 


Mr. H., a UIM staff member, was severely beaten every day 
for about one week. Every morning he was taken from Dongdaemoon 
Police Station to the National Police and beaten all day long. After 
four days of this, even the Dongdaemoon Station police (who had 
carried out the violent detentions of September 22) felt so sorry for 
him that when he was brought back to their police station in the 
evening, the Police Chief took him to his own office, brought him 
blankets, and said, "Take a rest." When Mr. H. was released he could 
not walk by himself. The reason for this torture was his refusal to 
admit to the "plot to hold a demonstration on September 22". 


As told by another detainee who witnessed the scene, police 
stabbed Mr. K. in his eye, already injured by a policeman's kick 
during detention, with a ballpoint pen, so that it bled. They tor- 
tured him with electric shock until he eventually told everything they 
wanted to know. 


Few detainees tell of their treatment, as the workers, 
students and UIM staff above did. Some tell friends, but when asked 
to document evidence, are unwilling to do so, through fear. ‘Two 
young people, on behalf of six executive members of the Democratic 
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Youth Coalition, described their treatment during detention on May 
25. They had been threatened, beaten and kicked, resulting in 
broken ribs and head injuries. The young woman had been indecently 
assaulted in ways the youth said were unspeakable. Their description 
was tape-recorded by the KNCC Human Rights Committee. 


Seoul National University and other students detained about 
suspected involvement in planning the October 17 non-demonstration 
told of beatings, kicking, and the use of sticks behind the legs 
during investigations. "Mr. 0. ... was severely tortured by beating 
at the Nambu Police Station. He took the beating for as long as 
possible, but finally could not endure it any more and told police 
the names of other students and the place they were planning to meet. 
The police then found these students at the meeting place." "Mr. Y. 
--. was also badly beaten at Nambu Police Station." "Mr. K. ... was 
tortured by the leg-stick method ... and was not permitted to sleep 
for several days and nights in a row." 


The place of detention may be a prison cell. A young 
woman, taken from her home while sick in bed with a fever, wrote, 
"As soon as the detective left (the office), the Chief of the Intel- 
ligence Division started swearing at me. At the same time he began 
hitting me on the chest and shoulders with a baseball bat. He hit 
me about 10 times. I fainted and when I recovered consciousness, I 
found myself in the middle of a cell. It was filled with a stench 
which was coming through a hole in the floor from some toilet. I 
was laid out on this floor, with my tears and mucus stuck on my face 
like rice pudding." Later, she was put into a cell with "curfew 
violators, hoodlums and alcoholics". 


"For supper they gave me a dish of barley rice which had 
turned sour and some pickled Chinese cabbage (kimchi) which was also 
going bad. About 9:30 pm I was again called up to the Intelligence 
Division. There I had to endure their racking my brains for the 
details of the incident which occurred at last year's Easter Sunrise 
Service, a statement which demanded the release of political priso- 
ners ... and my specific activity. As they questioned me, they would 
ridicule me with such words as 'Hmmm, so you think you're a patriot’, 
and "If you don't write a statement we are not going to leave you 
alone". I was treated this way until two o'clock in the morning. 
They finally let me sleep on top of a desk, where I spent a restless 
nient." 


The experience of detention, the interrogation and treatment 
results in other than physical injury. The same young woman continues, 
"The fear and pain got worse and worse. Because of feelings of shame 
and sadness... I could not eat. I thought, "Am I a person?! I was 
out of my mind. The ceiling appeared to be whirling above me. As 
though in a dream I heard a voice ordering someone on the third floor 
'Come out'. ... These seven nights and eight days in a police station 
cell left me wandering on the brink of death for about two months. 

It is painful for me to even try to recall that time." 
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But not everyone is able to experience release through 
relating their painful experiences to others. On November 7, Mr. 
Im, Jong-sool, a member of the Ecumenical Youth Gouncil of KNCC, 
was taken by police because of a prayer he gave for. social justice 
which moved some 500 people to tears. Although turned over to the 
prosecutor for arrest, Mr. Im was transferred to a city hospital and 
was still there halfway through January, not allowed any visitors but 
his mother, who was too frightened to talk to anyone. Methodist 
Youth Fellowship friends, one of whom was detained for four days 
with Mr. Im, say he is mentally ill because of the treatment he 
received in detention, but are unable to contact him to help him. 

"It was not torture, but violence that did this to him", said a youth, 
himself a victim of detention and imprisonment under the 9th Decree. 


B. POLICE BRUTALITY 


(Although it is impossible to make a fine distinction be- 
tween "torture" and "brutality", the incidents mentioned here took 
place mainly outside of prisons and police stations.) 


Police responded with increasing violence during the year 
1978 to the actions of various groups of people struggling for human 
rights. 


The conflict early in the year between managers and labou- 
rers at the Dong-Il1 Textile Company has been widely reported. At 
that company on February 21, police stood by and watched as gangsters 
destroyed equipment, threw human excrement upon and beat young women 
members of the labour union who had come to vote; about 70 workers 
were injured. Later in the afternoon they also beat the young women 
as they took them to the police station. 


Many workers were beaten in the confrontation with police 
during the March 10 Labour Day ceremony, when groups of workers attenm- 
pted to display banners airing their grievances. 


On March 20, about 30 women workers protesting the bruta- 
lity of February 21 were attacked by police at the Christian Broad- 
casting Station; one girl had to be hospitalized. 


Riot police entered the Inchon factory of Dong-Il Textile 
Company on April 26, and forcibly hauled away 65 fired workers. 


On May 18, seven women were beaten when detained, after 
they distributed a statement against a candidate for the National 
Conference for Unification. Workers clashed with police in Inchon 
after a trial on July 18. After another trial in Pusan on October 19, 
police treatment of several persons (who were trying to prevent police 
taking away another person's camera) was so violent that a minister 
levied charges against them in accordance with the law. Within three 
weeks this minister was detained and was later indicted for describing 
that police brutality in a JOC-UIM meeting. 
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Violence began on September 22 when plainclothes police 
entered the auditorium of the Christian Building and began to beat 
young workers and Christian leaders who had attended the prayer mee- 
ting. (Details of this affair are described elsewhere in this 
report.) They first attacked Mme Cho, Jung-ha, wife of Rev. Park, 
Hyung-kyu, pulled her by the hair while hitting her, kicked her in 
the stomach and struck her on the head. They held her by the arms and 
legs while pulling her down the stairs, undid her blouse and indecen- 
tly assaulted her. Observers said the police approached the prayer 
meeting participants as if not seeing them. They kicked them, hit 
them on the back of the neck, knocked them down and hauled them out 
one by one. Elderly ministers Rev. Yun and Rev. Moon were badly 
bruised. The police indulged in unspeakable indignities against the 
women, old and young; they pulled and grabbed at their breasts. 
These indecent assaults, focused primarily on certain women workers, 
students and UIM staff, continued on the stairs, in the foyer, and 
outside the building. Rev. (Ms) Cho was put into the police bus 
unconscious from blows to the head; Rev. Ahn was knocked down by 
kicks to the groin; a woman student was kicked in the face; a 
young woman worker was kicked in the chest and pommelled until ber 
breasts were swollen. Mr. P. suffered broken ribs from kicks and was 
hospitalized; Mr. P. had a tooth broken; Mr. K. had a severe eye 
injury from a kick in the face. Police laughed and joked while bea- 
ting people, and boasted, "I got 'so-and-so'," calling out the names 
Of their victims. 


Police brutality against Christian leaders and human rights 
advocates occurred on April 19 after a memorial service held at the 
gravesite of students killed in the 1960 Student Revolution. Police 
intercepted a procession in which relatives of prisoners carried 
banners reading "Release the prisoners." Mme. Kim, Y.J., was knocked 
down and kicked until unconscious. She regained consciousness in 
hospital several hours later but continued to suffer from severe 
headaches for over two weeks. Mme. Kim was again the target of police 
beating after the Friday prayer meeting in the Christian Building on 
June 2. Some prisoners' family members attempted to carry banners 
to demonstrate outside the building and were attacked by police. 

Human rights leaders reported that the police were using more violence 
against them than had been usual in recent months. 


On July 6, priests demonstrating at Chunju Catholic Center 
fought with police trying to arrest F. Moon, C.H. One priest, Fr. 
Park, was seriously injured, taken away in a police vehicle and dumped 
out onto the street unconscious. On July 10, riot police beat priests 
and church members on a peaceful march in protest of the July 6 
events. One priest, Fr. Kang, was beaten until he lost consciousness 
and had to be admitted to hospital. Police also pulled off the nuns'! 
veils , which shocked the people. 


Again in Chunju, on August 16, when young people attending 
the annual national meeting of the PROK (Presbyterian Church in the 
ROK) Youth Association were going to Choong Ang Church for a united 
prayer meeting for human rights, together with local church leaders 
and members, police attacked them,injuring many. 
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On August 30, young people, many of them former prisoners, 
upset because of the detention of a young man recently released 
from prison (who had revealed the government fabrication of the NFDYS 
case) attempted to demonstrate in downtown Seoul, calling for his 
release. Police beat the demonstrators brutally. 


As for the treatment of student demonstrators on campuses, 
the 1977 pattern of brutal treatment continued into 1978. It began 
on May 8 at Seoul National University (SNU) when about 1,000 riot 
police came on the campus and attacked demonstrating students with 
tear gas and sticks, injuring many. On May 9, police roughly handled 
Ewha Womens? University students while plainclothes police dragged 19 
into a bus. On June 12, police fired a stronger brand of tear gas 
than usual into demonstrating SNU students. 


On June 26 the violence with which riot police customarily 
attack students was witnessed by many bystanders in the Kwangwhamoon 
area downtown. This was the first time in seven years for students 
to try to hold a street demonstration. The result was that in the 
crowded central area, many citizens saw police viciously beat the 
young people. They saw young women grabbed by the hair, hit with 
clubs and kicked while being dragged away. Some bystanders became 
angry at the brutality. One old man took his umbrella to a policeman 
who was beating a young person. The policeman ran away as a sympathe- 
tic crowd gathered. The police violence, which increased with their 
anger and frustration, shocked spectators. 


Police aggression against students and citizens took place 
in Kwangju, South Cholla Province, on the Chon Nam University campus 
from June 26 and in the city streets on June 30. Police assaulted 
students protesting the arrest of their professors; on June 29 they 
searched the whole campus to find students. All the next day police 
beat people on the streets, seriously injuring over 100. They conti- 
nued to beat people even after they had shoved them into trucks. 


Riot police entered Korea University campus September 14, 
shot pepper fog and severely beat students. Many students were badly 
injured; some had blood streaming down their faces and bodies. Some 
five or six policemen were also hurt, one critically. 


On November 6, a demonstration begun by students of Kyung 
Puk University and later joined by students of Kyemyung and Yungnan 
Universities, spread throughout the city of Taegu, South Kyungsang 
Province. During the fighting, police fired tear gas at demonstrating 
students, who threw stones back at police. Students! anger at the bru- 
tal beating by police grew and they destroyed a police box and 
several police cars. Many students and some police were injured, some 
students qWite seriously. 


The above is an incomplete description, but it shows how 
the Korean police typically resort to violence in dealing with peace- 
ful dissent. Not only this, but whenever a protest is made through 
official channels about police brutality or torture, the authorities 
always deny that there has been any mistreatment. Thus the situation 
continues without change. 
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C. HARASSMENT: ARBITRARY INTERFERENCE WITH DAILY LIFE 


The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states: 


Article 12. "No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference 
with his privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to attacks upon 
his honour and reputation. Everyone has the right to the protection 
of the law against such interference or attacks." 


Article 13 (1). "Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and 
residence within the borders of each state." (2) "Everyone has 
the right to leave the country, including his own, and to return to 
his. country." 


Article 20 (1). "Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assem- 
bly and association." 


Harassment in Korea takes the form of surveillance, house 
arrest, prevention of attendance at meetings, interference with 
communication by phone or mail, and restriction of travel, work and 
study. 


Police or KCIA surveillance of various groups of people, 
church leaders, human rights advocates, fired professors, students 
and former prisoners and their families continued throughout 1978. 
Some people are assigned continuous surveillance; for some people it 
is sporadic. It may be open or unobtrusive. Usually it means agents 
watch outside people's homes, follow them wherever they go, wait for 
them and follow them home. Police phone early in the morning to ask 
about plans for the day, and phone often during the day and until late 
at night to keep checking on the whereabouts of their charges, espe- 
cially if they lose sight of then. 


Agents may be seen waiting inside and outside churches, in 
guard houses at the gates of universities, in real estate agents! 
or other shops on the roads to churches, in apartment building offices 
and in the foyers of buildings, notably the Christian Building. They 
are more or less conspicuous at a church service, a lecture, any 
conference or meeting of young people, any seminar, athletic meet or 
celebration at a university; so familiar was their presence in a row 
at the back of Ewha University Chapel services that the students re- 
ferred to them as "uncles". 


Surveillance of students, former political prisoners, and 
any other persons the government suspected might plan events around 
April 19, the anniversary of the 1960 Student Revolution in Korea, 
began on April 4 and lasted until after the 19th. 


Mme. Kong, Duk-kwi, wife of former President Yun, Po-sun, 
was followed everywhere, even to the crowded marketplace, in Novem- 
ber. The Moderator of the Presbyterian Church in the ROK was followed 
to Seoul when he came to an executive meeting. His detective rode 
in the same bus, stayed in the same inn, and waited for him in the 
Christian Building during the day. 
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Surveillance frequently included keeping persons from 
attending meetings. Mr. S., a Youth Secretary of KNCC, went to Taegu 
to meet members of the Youth Council of the Presbyterian Church in 
Korea. Police detained him overnight and on February 28, detectives 
from Seoul took him back there and put him under house arrest. 


During March, three university students - members of Hanbit 
Church (PROK) Young People's Association - were threatened with expul- 
sion from school if they attended the church. They all left the 
church. On March 12, two Methodist young people were stopped from 
attending a prayer meeting at a Catholic church, and taken to KCIA 
for interrogation. Another Methodist youth, Ms. S., was taken from 
in front of the same church to a nearby iron foundry, searched, beaten, 
threatened, subjected to verbal abuse, taken to a police station, and 
then returned to Seoul. 


On March 21, Mr. C. was called to the office of his dean at 
the School of Theology, Yonsei University. The KCIA had called to 
tell the dean to expel him if he did not discontinue his work as 
chairman of the Annual Conference of the National Methodist Youth 
Fellowship. He was taken by agents from in front of his home at 1l 
pm to an inn, and forced to write a statement of his activities since 
January 1. Mr. C. was told to call the KCIA agent in charge of 
Yonsei, who told him, "If you want to graduate, you'd better watch 
out for Namsan!" (Namsan is a euphemism for the KCIA, which has ite 
headquarters there.) 


schools serve as the restricting agency of the police. In 
Kwangju, students were kept in schools late or warned not to attend 
an Baster sunrise service sponsored by the Ecumenical Youth Council. 
In Chunju, university students were expelled or threatened with 
expulsion if they continued to attend PROK churches; a high school 
principle warned students not to attend any PROK churches. 


University teachers nowadays are each assigned a group of 
students, for whom they are responsible. They must question their 
charges about their personal, social and religious activities, follow 
them, and prevent any protest by them against the government. They 
are required to report on these students to the school authorities, 
who must answer to the KCIA: 


Prof. Song, sentenced to 4 years in prison for the profes- 
sors! statement on the condition of education in Korea - "Our Guide- 
lines for Education", described in his final address to the court on 
August 23 how he, like other teachers, was required to spy and report 
on students. On September 18, following the distribution of a state- 
ment by SNU students, naming professors whose surveillance of students 
was especially repressive, one of these professors told a fired col- 
league of his feelings of shame and disgrace for carrying out "the 
authorities' commands to spy on and control the students." A Kyung 
Puk University nursing student visiting relatives in Seoul received 
long-distance telephone calls daily, and sometimes more than once a 
day, from her "guidance professor", checking on all her activities 
while school was recessed after the November 6 demonstrations. She 
had not been involved in the demonstrations. 
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On November 11, about 1500 professors of universities and 
junior colleges were ordered to attend a meeting where they were 
issued an indirect warning to control student activities. 


Following a garden party on June 22 at former President Yun's 
home, in honour of the publication of a book by Rev. Moon, Ik-whan, 
three members of the Democratic Youth Coalition were ordered to show 
their identification cards. When they refused they were arrested and 
sent to summary court. The street in front of Mr. Yun's home was 
crowded with plainclothes police. Three buses full of riot police 
were waiting in a nearby street. 


Family members of prisoners are subject to continual sur- 
veillance. Wives of men executed or still in prison in the falsified 
"People's Revolutionary Party" case are watched all the time. They 
are often prevented from attending prayer meetings, their main source 
of comfort and support. 


Mass house arrests took place several times throughout the 
year. From February 27, about 80 people were under house.arrest to 
prevent them from attending the KNCC-sponsored March First Memorial 
Worship Service. Around 80 priests and ministers, human rights lea- 
ders and members of the Democratic Youth Coalition were put under 
house arrest to prevent them from attending a meeting scheduled 
for July 5 to organize a national human rights group, the Korean 
Citizens' Union for Democracy; the detention continued over Friday, 
July 7 because of the Presidential election on July 6 and the Friday- 
prayer meeting. On June 26 and for some days afterwards, church 
leaders and others were kept home. For several days from October 16, 
over 100 persons were put under house arrest; some, including Mme. 
Lee, wife of former opposition party leader Kim, Dae-jung, and Mr. 
Paik, Ki+twan, director of the Paik Bom Institute, were held in police 
stations for several hours. Five Yonsei students, members of Hanbit 
‘Church, were held for four days in a police station to prevent them 
from taking part in any demonstration. 


House arrests at the end of February prevented Rev. Lee, 
Hae-dong, and members of his church, Rev. Huh, Byung-sup, and Rev. 
In, Myung-jin from attending the regular Wednesday night prayer mee- 
tings in their churches. Former professors Chun, Kwan-oo and Kin, 
Dong-kil, were kept from lecturing on February 27; Rev. In from add- 
ressing Presbytery; Mme. Kang from attending a Methodist district 
meeting; and Korean Student Christian Federation board and members 
from attending the Board meeting. One minister was pulled out of a 
church with so much force that it *ore his: clothes. 


Searches without warrants and confiscation of materials 
were reported in many places including: the house of the General 
Secretary of the Human Rights Coalition, at the end of February; the 
houses of Rev. Moon, Ik-whan and Rev. Park, Hyung-kyu; and the offices 
of the Youngdeung-po UIM and its credit union, from which the members! 
savings funds were confiscated. 


Bugging of phones and opening of mail led to the arrest of 
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a secretary to Mr. Kim, Dae-jung, and of a Seoul National University 
student. Various persons who send and receive mail from abroad re- 
ported that their letters are regularly opened and held up. Some mail 
has been lost. One woman's mail was interrupted and returned to the 
senders. 


Short of house arrest, the movements of some people were 
curtailed. They were not allowed to leave the city of their residence. 
The wife of a man in prison under a 15-year sentence has been stopped 
on the street, frequently questioned about her activities, and has 
had her purse searched in front of a foreign missionary working in 
the same Christian agency. She has not been allowed to join the rest 
of the staff on picnics out of town. 


Church leaders and laity in particular had difficulties in 
processing all the papers necessary for travel overseas to interna- 
tional or regional conferences. Sometimes the request was refused; 
often it was delayed until after the conference was partly over or 
finished. . 


Disallowance of freedom to travel, work and study affected 
all those people related to any demonstration or protest. Many 
students were not able to return to school: over 30 students were 
reported to their universities because they attended the annual PROK 
National Youth Meeting in Chunju. The universities had to expel 
some, while others were required to write their own withdrawal 
statements. 


The eleven professors in Chon Nam University who signed 
"Our Guidelines for Education" had to write their resignations. No 
other university may hire these gifted teachers and scholars. 


Fired workers are not able to take up employment elsewhere. 
When any of them find a new job, their employers are forced to fire 
them. 


D. LACK OF DUE PROCESS OF LAW 


According to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
Article 10: "Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and 
public hearing by an independent and impartial tribunal, in the 
determination of his rights and obligations and of any criminal 
charge against hin." 


Article 11(1) of the same Declaration: "Everyone charged 
with a penal offence has the right to be presumed innocent until 
proved guilty according to law in a public trial at which he has had 
all the guarantees necessary for his defence." 


In Korea, however, in direct contradiction to these stated 


rights, arbitrary detention without an arrest warrant is the common 
practice of police and KCIA agents. Political prisoners are subject 
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to long periods of interrogation without the benefit of legal counsel, 
or even the knowledge of their families, or communication with them. 


Detainees are pressured into writing detailed reports of 
their activities and contacts with other people, and into signing 
confessional statements in accordance with the charges predetermined 
by the investigating agents. Mr. Y, sentenced in 1974 in the NFDYS 
(National Federation of Democratic Youth and Students) case, revealed 
in a prayer meeting after his release this year how KCIA had tortured 
students, forcing them to make false confessions of connections with 
two Japanese reporters supposedly trying to instigate an uprising. 

He exposed the whole plot, fabricated by the government "for our 
national movement against the Japanese," Some students are still in 
prison under these false charges. 


Police search homes and offices without warrants and confis- 
cate books and documents in an effort to find evidence to support 
their claims. During the investigation period, they may move their 
captives between various police agencies or to a hotel or inn. As 
long as the family cannot find out where the person is, neither 
they nor a lawyer can give support or advice. 


After the police investigation has been completed, a process 
which may take well over two weeks, the defendant is formally arrested, 
turned over to the prosecutor for indictment, and moved from a police 
station to a prison. Then the defendant is allowed the regulation 
visits from the family, books, clothing and money. But lawyers' 
access to their clients is often restricted. They may not be able to 
obtain the indictment sufficiently prior to the trial to prepare a 
defence. In the past year some students have come to trial without 
their families' or any defence lawyers' presence. In a recent case, 
the student was from a rural area and the family did not know even 
of the detention. Friends or human rights advocates became aware of 
the student's plight and reported it to the KNCC Human Rights Commit- 
tee, who obtained legal counsel. 


Only if the defendant has a lawyer can the family and defen- 
dant know of an impending trial. Sometimes the lawyer learns of the 
trial just a few days before the first hearing and still’ may not have 
seen the indictment. 


Entry to the court may be restricted by a ticket system, as 
it was for the trial of the six young women workers charged with 
interfering with the Easter Sunrise Service. The two bus stops nea- 
rest the court house were removed, taxis were not allowed to stop, 
and only persons able to abtain one of the five tickets issued to 
each defendant's family were able to enter the court yard, and that 
after a search and recording of their identification data. The area 
around the court house was surrounded by police. This same restricted 
situation prevailed for the trial of about 30 students on January 
20, 1979. Protests by defence lawyers have had no effect. 


Admission to trials in Kwangju has often been limited, re- 


sulting in confrontation between church leaders cognizant of human 
rights, and the police. Many trials have been delayed from the 
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announced time, so that people who have come from far away were kept 
waiting until late in the day, and then learned of the trial's post- 
ponement for a week. This was the case with the first trial of Rev. 
Cho, Hwa-soon, UIM minister in prison in Pusan. On the day of her 
trial, it was suddenly announced that it would have to be postponed, 
as the judge had only the day before read the indictment and found 
his name in it - Rev. Cho had critized his handling of the trial of 
women workers previously arrested and imprisoned in Pusan, and because 
of her remarks she herself was arrested. The many friends and rela- 
tives of Miss Cho who had come to Pusan with difficulty in this holi- 
day season, thus found they had wasted the trip. In addition to this 
kind of delay tactic, a postponement is sometimes announced until an 
afternoon hour, and then the trial is heard secretly and quickly at 
an earlier time, without family and friends present. 


Generally prisoners are brought to the court early in closed 
or curtained buses, and it is not possible for friends to see then. 
They are in regulation prison garb and tied by rope, often to each 
other in a line. They are seated in the court separated by guards; 
other guards are seated in the row behind them. When the public en- 
ters the court room, it is already half full of agents occupying the 
front seats, keeping the families and friends distant from the defen- 
dants. Sometimes defendants are able to turn their heads and smile 
at friends. More often no communication is allowed. After the trial 
defendants are rushed out by guards and cannot be seen. 


During the trial the prosecutor reads a lengthy indictment 
to which defendants are asked to concur. The defence lawyer present 
usually requests witnesses to testify to the Christian theological 
perspective on an issue, or to the violation of human rights, for 
example, the lack of freedom of speech on the campus. Usually few 
of these requests for witnesses are granted and often there is pres- 
sure on a witness not to appear. Or a witness may be physically 
prevented from appearing. Witnesses risk indictment themselves if 
they criticize the government system. The defendant has the oppor- 
tunity to speak, without benefit of prepared notes, on his own behalf 
before being sentenced. It is then that the whole court often listens 
with interest to hear the truth spoken with courage and conviction. 


Prosecutors have told lawyers of the pressure on them from 
KCIA and other authorities, pressures which influence the indictment, 
the trial procedures, and the demand for long sentences. The prose- 
cutor in the trial of nine fired Dong-Il Textile Gompany workers said 
that he could see no reason for their arrest, but he had orders from 
higher up to prosecute. Judges have apologized to defendants, saying 
that they did not believe them guilty, nov should they be punighed, 
but that they were -helpless under the Yushin system and must deliver 
severe penalties as ordered from above. 


Lawyers who accept clients being prosecuted under Emergency 
Decree No. 9, the Anti-Communist Law, or Social Security Law risk 
losing the rest of their practice. Wealthy clients or companies are 
warned or frightened away. Police or KCIA threaten lawyers. But a 
small group of lawyers now handles most of the human rights cases. 
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There is also the problem of pressure upon lawyers through 
legal action brought against them. One well-known Pusan lawyer who 
has been a strong defender of human rights, is in a precarious legal 
position nowadays as a result of a lawsuit brought against him. His 
actions for the defence of people in the democratic movement is thus 
more limited than before. 


Police generally warn families not to contact other families 
and especially warn them against contact with Christian human rights 
advocates and the KNCC Human Rights Committee, or things "will go 
badly" for the defendant. They are told that if they keep quiet, the 
defendant will get off lightly. This was the case with Prof. I. of 
Kwangju. Only after his sentence, heard by ministers waiting for a- 
nother minister's trial, did the family dare to tell of their ordeal. 
Similarly with Miss K.: she and her family were assured of her re- 
lease if they kept quiet, and were hurt and angry at her one-year 
sentence. 


In their fear and ignorance, a family resorts to a lawyer 
without experience in political cases, or one recommended by the 
prosecutor. They spurn friendly support from experienced mothers of 
prisoners. After the lower court sentencing, families often recog- 
nize the deception, accept communication from human rights advocates 
and families of prisoners of conscience, and referral to a lawyer ex- 
perienced in defending political prisoners. The KNCC Human Rights 
Committee and other Christian groups channel support funds for legal 
counsel when needed. 


Sentences tend to be heavy. Three young men who attended 
the National Presbyterian Church in the ROK's Youth Meeting in August 
were sentenced by military court on September 28 to 10, 7, and 5 years 
in prison. They were a soldier on leave and two members of the re- 
serve forces. The appeal court reduced these sentences respectively 
to 2, 2, and 1 year (the latter suspended for 2 years). Four-year 
sentences for the professor and some of the students sentenced for 
the June demonstrations at Chon Nam University, were upheld in the 
appeal court. 


Very little is known in Korea about defendants and prisoners 
who are former (Korean) residents of Japan, having come to Korea to 
study. The elder of two brothers, Suh, Seung, tortured by having his 
face burned with hydrochloric acid, is serving a life sentence. The 
younger, Suh, Joon-shik, completed his seven-year sentence in May but 
was not released to his family who had come from Japan for him. In- 
stead he was transferred to Taejon Prison under the Social Security 
Law, by which a prisoner can be kept in prison indefinitely without 
trial. It is understood that there are 65 Korean political prisoners 
from Japan, six of them under the death sentence. 
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BE. TREATMENT IN PRISON (of Political Prisoners) 


Adult political prisoners in Korea - those charged under 
Emergency Decree No. 9, Anti-Communist or National Security Laws - 
are usually placed in solitary confinement from the time of their 
arrest throughout the duration of their prison terms. Some young 
students are kept with other criminal or political prisoners in 
crowded cells. Conditions vary with each prison, but generally soli- 
tary cells are just large enough to lie down in, have a small, high 
window, a low-watt light bulb, and an open toilet adjoining or in the 
floor of the cell itself. They are unheated, damp, malodorous, and 
often rat, lice or bedbug infested. 


Prisoners! families may provide three regulation coloured 
blankets to use on the wooden floor, and three sets of underclothes 
to wear under the prison clothing. A towel and socks are allowed, 
but not gloves or a scarf. 


Political prisoners are allowed to write one letter home 
a month. They may receive amply censored letters from members of the 
immediate family only. They are permitted one five to ten-minute vi- 
sit a month from the family. The conversation is written down and 
interrupted or terminated by a guard if its nature exceeds the limited 
allowable content. The prisoner may have 10 books, including a Bible 
and a hymnal. These books must not have any written notes or marks 
and are checked for content. Many serious modern theological works, 
for example, are not permitted. Some cells are too dark for reading, 
and in some cells, the weak light bulb is left burning all night. 


Food is unappetizing and nutritionally inadequate in protein, 
vitamins, minerals and calories. It usually takes the form of a ball 
of barley and a bowl of watery soup. Hach person is supposed to be 
able to purchase extra food, such as milk, eggs or fruit, but in some 
prisons, the shop has only a limited selection of poor-quality, high- 
' priced goods such as old eggs or apples, or no milk. Also, political 
prisoners are often denied the right to buy extra food. The two small 
kettles of water supplied per day must be used for drinking, washing 
of self and dishes, laundry and cleaning. When the guards are not 
overly pressed, the regulation ten minutes daily outdoor exercise is 
allowed. Prisoners complain about the New Village Movement songs 
played continually over the loudspeaker system. 


Mr. C., a Korea University student who had completed a 3- 
year term, reported in May how prisoners "are put in cells built for 
communist spies - designed to impose psychological pressure to make 
(them) change thetr thinking. The small windows allow almost no 
light; the prisoners are not permitted to do any exercise or work, 
so their physical and mental condition is deteriorating." 


Rules of hehavior are very particular. Infractions, such 
as speaking to one's neighbour, are punished by beating, withholding 
of privileges, or periods in punishment cells - tiny, dark and cement- 
floored, where blankets are not allowed. Mr. C. related how he had 
been imprisoned for 40 days in such a tiny cell, so small that he 
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could not stand up or extend his arms sideways. For much of the 
period - many days in succession - he had to eat without the use of 
his hands, which were tied behind his back. The reason for his harsh 
treatment was evidently that he had lent a pencil to another prisoner 
sentenced under the Anti-Communist Law. He was then accused as a 
communist himself, which he protested by fasting. 


In September, poet Y's wife reported that the authorities 
had boarded up his window and he was being severely harassed by the 
Security Department Chief of the prison in Chungju. 


Rev. K. was beaten in March, in his cell, and again in an 
office, so badly that another prisoner risked telling his visitor so 
that the family could be informed. Other prisoners fasted in protest 
and were punished by being beaten themselves. Apparently Mr. K. had 
been sitting in the wrong part of his cell during roll call. 


Evangelist C.'s mother reported he had been beaten in August 
because he had told her on the previous visit about being served rot- 
ten food in prison. 


In March, political prisoners who had demonstrated in 
Seoul's Sudaemoon (West Gate) Prison were beaten, interrogated, and 
two indicted. They and others were beaten very severely again after 
attempted demonstrations on April 19. One, Mr. I., a Hankuk Theolo- 
gical Seminary student, asked for an x-ray after the beating, This 
-was not granted. The family of another prisoner, a labourer, received 
his blood-stained clothes from the prison. 


On May 18, as at several previous times, political prisoners 
in West Gate Prison were given rotten food. They demonstrated and 
began a fast; then they were beaten and tortured severely. One 
guard who loosened some of the tight leather masks (put over priso- 
ners! faces so they could not breathe) was also tortured. The 
prisoners' hands were tied behind their backs and they were forced 
to eat like dogs. 


Forced feeding is sometimes used on fasting prisoners. 
Four or five guards take him to the prison hospital, force a stick 
between his teeth, and push food down his throat. This has resulted 
in the death of some prisoners, and the government has prohibited the 
practice; however, it still continues. 


Groups of prisoners often protest the cruel treatment 
given other prisoners. In June, all political prisoners in Chungju 
Prison carried out a fast in protest against the severe beating given 
a student. He had been ordered to write a letter declaring his con- 
version to the government way of thinking and had refused. In Taegu 
Prison, about 80 political prisoners and others went on a hunger 
strike from January 4 to 15, 1979, protesting the harsh beating of 
several prisoners. They called for various improvements in ee 
conditions, but got no reply from the prison authorities. 


Medical care in prison is limited. Mr. C. was suffering 
from an eye disease. The prison doctor told his mother in March that 
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the prison lacked facilities for the operation needed to recover his 
sight, so he must have the surgery in a hospital. Prison authorities 
refused permission. Mr. C. did not want special treatment. He said 
other prisoners were suffering from various illnesses also and they 
all should receive help. 


It was reported in August that Evangelist K. in Taegu 
Prison had become totally blind. The same disease which had destroyed 
the sight of one eye prior to his imprisonment has now affected his 
other eye. His family requested the necessary surgery in the prison 
hospital or his release. Neither was granted. 


Mir teen oa theological student, has tuberculosis, but has 
not been allowed x-rays..or drugs. 


Rev. Yun, Ban-ung, 75, has diabetes, high blood pressure, 
is unable to eat and has diarrhea, but the Human Rights Committee of 
KNCC has not been able to obtain his release, even though persons 
over 70 are not liable for imprisonment under Korean law, and well- 
to-do prisoners often obtain release for high blood pressure. 


A Seoul National University student in Youngdeung-po Prison 
was reported late in the year to be so mentally ill that he could not 
speak to his mother. She told another student prisoner's mother. 
Another BNU student, Mr. S., suffered mental breakdown and was trans-— 
ferred to the National Mental Hospital in March. His condition was 
so poor that the appeal court judge gave him a suspended : pentence 
and he was released when he was discharged from the hospital. 


The Association of Families of Prisoners of Conscience .. 
issued a petition in April regarding the poor conditions of prisoners 
suffering from various physical and mental illnesses. An open hearing 
on prison conditions was held at the Friday Prayer Meeting on October 
27. The main problems raised were the frequent beatings and the 
serving of spoiled food. Again, on January 15, 1979, the Association 
of Families of Prisoners made a public appeal for the improvement of 
prison conditions, issuing a list of the worst preblems. There was 
no response by the authorities. 


Additional indictments.are made against prisoners who pro- 
test conditions, by fasting, for example, or who participate in demon- 
strations by shouting slogans in their cells. Additional sentences 
during 1978 ranged from 14 to 2% years in prison and loss of civil 
rights. Also, prisoners are often transferred to other prisons, usual- 
ly in remote areas, in retaliation for their protests against prison 
conditions. For example, following a hunger strike by 50 persons in 
West Gate Prison, which began January 10, 1979, 12 persons were moved 
to various other prisons. 


The much-vaunted releases of prisoners by special Presidential pardons 
(3 during 1978) are misleading; in actuality, few political prisoners 
have been released, and most of those who are, remain under suspension 
of sentence, liable for reimprisonment at the slightest provocation. 
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Many political prisoners in Kwangju, Taegu and elsewhere 
were offered release on August 15 if they would sign government- 
prepared statements promising not to violate Emergency Decree No. 4 _ 
(no longer in effect) or No. 9, in future. The statements in effect 
forced NFDYS (National Federation of Democratic Youth and Students) 
prisoners and others to admit contact with persons convicted as 
communists and spies, and thus to confess a relationship with commu- 
nists. Some refused to sign, since it would mean submission to the 
government and admission that NFDYS was a "communist-oriented organi- 
zation instigated by the north". Not all students under No. 9, and 
none under the Anti-Communist Law, were asked to sign. Signing did 
not necessarily result in release. 


Hopes were raised for the third time in 1978 when it was 
announced that 107 political prisoners would be released in the 
December 27 Presidential Inauguration Amnesty, and dashed when only 
about 30 were. In several cases, where students involved in the same 
incident had equal sentences, one was released and another not. 

This inconsistent and unpredictable treatment adds strain to the 
relationships between families of prisoners; nevertheless, they and 
prisoners continue to suffer agonies of hope or hapelessness over 
possible special release. 


F. "COMMUNIST" LABELLING 


Under the fiercely anti-communist regime in South Korea, 
with its far-reaching Anti-Communist Law, and where the word "commu- 
nist" strikes fear into the hearts of the uninformed, to accuse anyone 
of communist activities or sympathies has terrible consequences. 

By means of the Anti-Communist Law (as quoted above in Part ies any 
criticism of the government can be interpreted as "anti-state" and 
"benefitting the communist organization outside the ROK". The maxi- 
mum penalty for violation of this law is seven years imprisonment 
under hard labour. It is against the law to be a communist, or to 
associate even unknowingly with one, or to fail to report a suspected 
communist. The people of South Korea are in dread fear of communists, 
and this fear is rekindled once every few weeks or months by govern- 
ment reports of captured spies or new tunnels found in the gemilita- 
rized zone between north and south. 


In this atmosphere, workers and farmers associated with 
UIM (Urban Industrial Mission), JOC (Young Catholic Workers), and 
the Catholic Farmers' Association are especially vulnerable to being 
labelled communist. During the past several years, police agents, 
employers, and government-supported labour union officials have 
used books, pamphlets, posters, lectures and sermons to warn workers 
of the "communist" activities of UIM and JOC. As explained by an 
urban industrial mission worker, "The government is oppressing labour 
rers with the false excuse that they are being influenced by commu- 
nists or spies; that any group which supports the workers' human rights 
is communist and that therefore workers related to such groups are 
‘having relationships with communists! ... A company will tell its 
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workers that if they continue to relate to 'communist-influenced 
organizations', i.e. UIM or JOC, the company may have to close down, 
and then all the workers will lose their jobs." 


Human rights leaders have also been falsely accused as 
being communist, but the unimpeachable reputation of Christians in 
Korea as. anti-communist allows these charges no credibility. 


Because of the stiff laws and general hatred of communisn, 
for the authorities to label persons or groups "communist" or "pro- 
communist" by innuendo, and yet not arrest these persons, underlines 
the falsity of the charges. 


In March, the Governor of South Kyongsang Province issued 
a directive recommending that the people read Mr. Hong, Ji-young's 
book, What is UIM Aiming At? This is a government-sponsored book 
which charges that UIM is communist. 


Jinro Wine and Spirits Company fired 21 labourers, claiming 
that they had instigated a strike for higher wages. All were UIM 
members. Jinro had been harassing workers to keep them from going 
to UIM, and gave them copies of Hong, Ji-young's book. 


When Hong, Ji-young gave lectures at factories in Youngdeung- 
po, workers were required to attend. His book was distributed free 
to hundreds of workers. 


Companies in Kumi ordered their workers not to attend 
Youngnak Church (Presbyterian Church in Korea), as it was related to 
UIM and therefore, "pro-communist". 


Management and foremen’ in various companies threatened 
workers with dismissal if they associated with UIM or JOC. Other 
workers were frightened to have anything to do with members of a 
Christian mission called "communist"; they feared being branded then- 
selves. 


Criticism of any government programme is equated by the 
government with being pro-communist. Therefore any UIM or church 
criticism against the infringement of the rights of workers is called 
communist. The government has used religious groups to support its 
anti=communist policy; it has used certain Christian groups to brand 
as communist other Christian groups which support human rights for 
workers. 


Workers and urban and rural mission staff, with the sup- 
port of Christians and others, have vigorously protested the branding 
of these groups with such a false and destructive label. When six 
young women textile workers took the microphone at the Easter Sunrise 
Service in Seoul. they declared that "UIM and JOC are not communist". 
The 1,000 some persons attending the May 16 prayer meeting for labou- 
rers and farmers in Dongdaemoon Catholic Church, also protested the 
government attack upon the Korea Christian Action Organization and 
UIM as communist. 


So aa 


The charges appear ridiculous to people around the world 
who know the reality in Korea; the industrial mission and farmers' 
groups are seen as an essential part of the churches! mission, and 


as a necessary effort to establish the basic human rights of workers 
and farmers. 
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PART Itt 


A LISTING OF CASES OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS - 1978 


The following is a list of cases which happened, or on 


which action was taken in 1978. 


A. WRITERS AND JOURNALISTS 


On January 26 a former editor of the monthly magazine 
Sasang-kye was arrested at his home. He had been in hiding 
since being released from prison because of illness, after a 
trial in 1971 for publication of the poem "Five Bandits", as- 
cribed to the peet, Kim, Chi-ha. His case was reopened and he 
was sentenced: 


1) Kim, Seung-kyoon, 1 year in prison and 1 year loss of civil 
rights, sentence suspended for 2 years, released Feb. 27. 


In October Mr. Kim was detained for over 2 weeks with his wife, 
for hiding a Seoul Women's College student in their home. (See 
event No. 10 below.) 


On April 18 about 500 persons attended a KSCF-sponsored 
Memorial Lecture commemorating the April 19th Student Revolution 
in 1960- Poet Koh, Eun, presented the lecture. A statement "In 
memory of April 19" was read by Mr. Paik, Ki-wan. A statement 
written on March 1 by political prisoners in Sudaemoon (West 
Gate) Prison, "Declaration of Freedom, Democracy, Justice and 
Truth", called for an end to the Emergency Decree, the resig- 
nation of the government, and the organization of a coalition 
to promote the restoration of democracy. 


On April 24 about 500 persons attended "An Evening of Natio- 
nal Literature", sponsored by the Paik Bum Research Institute 
and the Association of Writers for Freedom of Speech. Contem- 
porary poets read their own works. Poetry written in the '30s 
and '4Os under Japanese rule, poetry written in prison, and 
works by Kim, Chi-ha and Rev. Moon, Ik-whan, were read. The 
President of Paik Bum Research Institute, 


2) Paik, Ki-wan, was detained; he was released after 8 days of 
interrogation. He had read a statement on April 18 at a Memo- 
rial Lecture commemorating April 19, 1960. (See above.) 

Mr. Paik was again held in a police station for several 
hours on October 17, to prevent his possible participation in 
the student-announced demonstration at Kwangwha Moon. 
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On April 27 the poet Koh, Eun, leader of the Writers for 
Freedom of Speech, who helped organize the Evening of National 
Literature on April 24, was detained by the KCIA. 


3) Koh, Bun, poet, was released May 3, after 10 writers held 
a hunger strike in his home, protesting his detention. Police 
prevented other persons from joining the strike, and detained 
all the participants on May 2. They were taken to various 
police stations and then released. 


On June 7, 300 members of the staff of Choong-ang Mass-Com 
Group, which includes the Choong-ang Daily Newspaper, Dong-Yang 
Broadcasting Station, a television station, several magazines 
and other newspapers, issued a statement, "Our Demands", asking 
for more press freedom, the right to organize to protect their 
rights as journalists, adequate wages, an end to the present 
unfair merit system, and the reinstatement of fired and trans- 
ferred reporters. Choong-ang Mass-Com is part of the Samsung 
Group, a large, wealthy conglomerate. Under its control, 
Choong-ang Mass-Com is not permitted to report injustices or 
irregularities in any of the Samsung companies. For example, 
the Choong-ang Newspaper did not report on the industrial spy 
case at Samsung which was reported thoroughly and critically 
by Dong-A Newspaper. (Dong-A is under similar limitations 
concerning companies related to its group.) 


Most of the 300 were younger staff members, but older, 
higher-ranking members also signed. Leaders of the Choong-ang 
Mass-Com Group agreed verbally to the demands in the statement, 
but it was not known whether any action to solve the problem 
would be taken. 


On September 29, 300 journalists issued a statement pro- 
testing the government confiscation of a recent issue of Choong- 
ang Monthly Magazine in. which several articles . criticized the 
government. 


Choong-ang Monthly Magazine's, publication was suspended for 
4 months at the end of the year. 


Concern for the poet Kim, Chi-ha continued throughout the 
year. 
4) Kim, Chi-ha, "the people's poet", imprisoned in March 1974 
in the National Federation of Democratic Youth and Students 
(NFDYS) case, was given a life sentence which was suspended in 
Feb. 1975 in a general amnesty; but he was rearrested in March, 
one month later, because of his writings; and he was given an 
additional 7-year sentence, Since his trial exceeded the 6- 
month limit, he should have been released according to Korean 
law, but the law was disregarded. He was serving a sentence 
of life plus 7 years until, at the amnesty of Dec. 27, 1978, 
this was reduced to 20 years. 


Selected events related to Mr. Kim are included here. 
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On March 15, 300 people attended a mass and prayer meeting 
for Kim, Chi-ha at the Dongdaemoon Catholic Church. 


On April 24, poetry by Kim, Chi-ha, was read during the 
Evening of National Literature sponsored by the Paik Bum Insti- 
tute and the Writers for Freedom of Speech. (See event No. 3 
above. ) 


On June, 43 about 1000 people attended a mass and prayer 
meeting for journalists at Myongdong Cathedral. Cardinal Kin, 
Soo-hwan, preached, and Mr. Song, Kwon-ho, former editor-in- 
chief of the Dong-A Daily, gave the lecture. The theme was 
freedom of speech and press. 


On June 14 and 19 a prayer meeting and mass were held in 
Wonju, Mr. Kim's home town. After the prayer meeting, some of 
the people who were demonstrating with banners, shouting slogans 
and singing, were beaten severely by police. 


From Aug. 3 - 14 a fast was held at the House of Daybreak 
by friends and family members of prisoners of conscience, 
praying for their release in the August 15 amnesty. During the 
same period poet Koh, Eun, read a work about Kim, Chi-ha, and 
the Writers for Freedom of Speech presented a statement, at | 
a prayer meeting attended by about 50 people. Mr. Kim's mother, 
Mme. Chung, Keum-sung, participated in the fast. After 1l 
days she had to be treated in hospital. 


On October 3, Korea's Foundation Day, prisoners in West 
Gate Prison in Seoul held a demonstration. As punishment, 26, 
including poet Kim, Chi-ha, were denied visitors for one month. 
(Each political prisoner is allowed one 10-minute visit a 
month by a member of the immediate family.) 


On Dec. 21, a Cultural. Night celebrating the works of Kin, 
Chi-ha, was held at Dongdaemoon Catholic Church. Other works 
about him were also read. 


On June 20, 10 persons returning to Seoul after the mass 
held in Wonju for poet Kim, Chi-ha, (see above) were detained. 
They had been singing in the bus, and argued with a soldier who 
‘challenged them with the "threat from the north". On June 22, 
the following received 20-day summary court sentences: 


Koh, Bun, poet, (see event No. 4 above) 

Song, Ki-won, poet 

Lee, Ho-chul, writer 

Choi, Myung-jin, member of the Unification Party 
Lee, Pu-young, member of Dong-A Struggle Committee 
Im, Chae-jung (see event No. 12 below) 


10 Chung, Yun-jjoo 8 
i Kim, Chong-chul “ 
12 Park, Chi-dong " 
13) Chun, Tae-yul was released. 
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On June 28 the above nine persons requested a formal trial. 
They received the same 20-day sentence but appealed, and were 
released June 29, awaiting appeal trial. 


Oa June 50, at his appeal “trial, the poet 


14) Yang, Sung-o0, was sentenced to 3 years in prison and 3 
years loss of civil rights for his poem "The Winter Republic". 


On July 7 he was moved to Chungju Prison, and there indicted 
on July 22 for protest activity while in prison (on June 26). 
At his trial on September 7, it was reported that he was suffe- 
ring from severe harassment by the security department chief of 
the prison, and that the window in his cell had been boarded 
up. On September 12, he and two other prisoners were sentenced 


to an additional 2 years imprisonment. 
On August 18, the "August 15 Statement" was read by 


15) Kye, Hoon-je, a former editor of the monthly literary 
magazine Sasang-kye, at the Friday prayer meeting in the 
Christian Building. This statement had already been read on 
previous occasions by former professors Lee, Moon-young, and 
Lee, Oo-jung, both March 1, 1976 defendants. The police tried 
to arrest Mr. Kye after the meeting, but he went into hiding. 
Later he telephoned his wife to say he was going to report to 
the police. Nothing was heard about him after that until late 
in December, when it was reported he had been detained by police. 
Two former professors, Lee, Moon-young, and Sung, Nae-oon, were 
en and questioned about him. (See Professors, event No. 
MC 


Mr. Kye had been imprisoned previously for writing a 
brief history of President Park, Chung-hee, ‘in which he described 
President Park's cooperation with the Japanese Army, his betra- 
yal of Korean citizens and his arrest, imprisonment, and convic- 
tion as a communist. 


On October 26, a leading writer and her journalist husband 
were detained by police for hiding a Seoul Women's College 
student in their home. 


I) Mme. Choi Ok-ja, author of the widely acclaimed History 
of the Peoplets Literature Under Japanese Colonialism, and 

T) Mr. Kim, Seung-k oon, former editor of Sasang-kye. (See 
event No. ey 


It was feared they might be indicted because of the book's 
contents, under the Anti-Communist Law, but they were released 
November 14, almost 3 weeks later. 


The Dong-A Struggle Committee to Protect Freedom of Speech 


participated actively all year in the struggles of other groups 
for human rights. Later in the year, their own troubles ins: 
creased. On October 24, the fourth anniversary of the Oct. 24, 
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1974 "Declaration for the Practice of Freedom of Speech" and 

the original formation of this group of reporters later fired 
from the newspaper, the Dong-A Struggle Committee held a meeting 
in their office. A special issue of the Dong-A Struggle News 
reviewed events related to the struggle for human rights during 
1978. Following the meeting, on his way home, 


17) Hong, Jong-min, General Secretary of the Struggle Group, 
was detained by police. He was formally charged along with 
others, on November 10. 


October 25: members of the Struggle Committee began a sit- 
in demonstration in their office, protesting the arrest of 
their General Secretary. 


October 26: three more members were detained: 


18 Park, Jong-man 
19 Ahn, Sung-yul 
20) Ahn, Jong-pil, Chairman of the group. 


These three were also formally charged on November 10. 


October 27: the protest continued silently outside on the 
street when the office building was locked for the night. Five 
more members were arrested: 


21 Chang, Yoon-whan, later formally charged on Nov. 10 


2a Lee, Kyu-man 
9 Im, Chae-jung, formally charged on Nov. 10 but not in custody 


23 Lee, Ki-joong, oe tee PRs, ed 
AO Chung, Yun-joo —="_= pe | Ses 
24 Lee, Bong-man ——N"__ Lene 


October 31: another member was arrested, and charged on Nov. 10: 


11) Kim, Chong-chu] 


November 20: three more members were arrested: 


2 Lee, Byung-joo, formally charged on Nov. 27, but not held 
26) Yang, Han-soo --"- --"_- 
10 Chung, Yun-+joo was arrested and imprisoned. 


On January 9, 1979, three more members of the Dong-A Struggle 
Committee were detained, and on Jan. 15 they were charged with 
violation of Emergency Decree No. 9: 


27) Yun, Hwal-shik (acting chairman) 
23) Lee, Ki-joong 
28 song, Yoo-po 


They had published a special year-end issue of the Committee 
newspaper, on Dec. 27, 1978. 


HON 


B. POLITICIANS (Includin olitical party members 


On January 17, at the inaugural meeting of the Unification 
Socialist Party in the Taejon district, a young woman addressed 
the group, speaking against dictatorship. She was arrested: 


1) Miss Chung, Hyorsoon, chairperson of Choongnam Branch of the 
Unification Socialist Party. The results of her trial begun 
June 2 were not known. 


Two other persons were detained and released. 


On March 25, four members of political parties were detained, 
and one of these later released, for distribution of the poem 
"Flame of the Workers". They are: 


2 Kwon, Hyuk-chung, Democratic Unification Party member 
5 Choi, Hyong-hyo abe Wee: 


Both were sentenced on June 13 to 15 years imprisonment and #5 
years loss of civil rights, upheld at the appeal trial in Noven- 
ber but sentence was suspended and they were released. 


4) Chang, Jae-chul, Unification Socialist Party, sentenced 
June 14 to 1 year in prison and 1 year loss of civil rights, 
sentence upheld in appeal court but suspended; released in 
November. 


In March or April, after about one year in prison, three 
members of the Democratic Unification Party were released: 


5 Park, Kwang-tae 
6 Cho, Pom-won 


7 Chun, Tae-yul 


On April 11, at a meeting of the Democratic Unification 
Party, statements were read and distributed which protested the 
planned May election of members of the National Conference for 
Unification, the group which elects the President, on grounds 
that the whole process of election is meaningless. Members 
clashed with poli'ce outside, and some were detained. 


On April 11, a member of the National Assembly was arrested: 


8) Mr. Kim, In-ki, New Democratic Party member, had given a 
speech to his constituents supposedly critical of the government. 
He was one of the defense lawyers in the March 1, 1976 and Kin, 
Dae-jung, cases. He was being charged with tax evasion, breaking 
laws related to family affairs, and violation of the Defense 
Lawyers Law. He was also indicted under Emergency Decree No. 

9. The results of his trial were not known as of December. 


On April 28 a member of the Democratic Unification Party, 
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ON) Wits Huh-jung, was arrested and taken to West Gate Prison. 
The reason, whether or not he was indicted, and his subsequent 
trial result were not known. , 


On May 6, it was reported that a South Korean diplomat 
was in hiding in Canada after defecting and giving details of 
Korean intelligence activities and harassment of Korean immig- 
rants. 


10) Yang, Yung-man, Vice-Consul at the Korean Consulate in 
Toronto, and his family applied for refugee status. 


On June 20, when nine persons were arrested for singing in 
the bus after the mass for Kim, Chi-ha, in Wonju, one who re- 
ceived a summary court sentence of 20 days was Choi, M -jin, 
Democratic Unification Party member. (See Writers and Journa- 
lists, event No.. 8.) 


On June 23, the appeal court upheld the sentence of 


11) Park, Hyung-pil, Unification Party member, 2 years in 
prison and 2 years loss of civil rights. Mr. Park had been 
indicted September 8, 1977, under Emergency Decree No. 9 for 
"spreading groundless rumours". 


On June 23, Mr. Kim, Sang-hyun, a member of the National 
Assembly, left the New Democratic Party, saying he had "no hope 
in the NDP anymore. Its goals and ideas have changed." He 
planned to participate in the group supporting Kim, Dae-jung 
(then in prison in a hospital) and in the democratic movement. 


On June 29, two members of the Democratic Unification Party 
were detained: 


12) Kim, Keum-dong, Secretary of the party's Human Rights 
Committee, sentenced October 27 to 1 year in prison and 1 year 
loss of civil rights. 


13) Lee, Sung-kyu, secretary of the International Committee, 
sentenced October 27 to 2 years in prison and 2 years loss of 
civil rights. Their appeal trial had not yet been held. They 
were charged with "spreading groundless rumours" under Emergen- 
cy Decree No. 9, apparently for telling someone over the tele- 
phone that a demonstration was planned for June 26 at Kwangwha 
Moon. 


Events related to Mr. Kim, Dae-jung's staff are grouped here. 


On January 1, three of Mr. Kim, Dae-jung's secretaries 
were arrested when they and a dozen other people tried to give 
traditional new year's greetings to him at Seoul National Uni- 
versity Medical Centre Hospital, where he was in custody, trans- 
ferred from prison in December 1977. The three were charged 
with preventing officials from carrying out their duties. They 
are: 
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Ny.) Kim, Ok-too, sentenced May 12 to 1s years imprisonment and 
1s years loss of civil rights, reduced in appeal court Sept. 29 
to 1 year. 


15) Han, Hwa-kap, 1 year in prison, 1 year loss of civil rights, 
reduced to 8 months, released Sept. 29. 


16) Kim, Jong-wan, 1 year in prison, 1 year loss of civil rights 
3-year suspension of sentence - upheld by appeal court. He had 
not been held in prison during the trial. 


On June 29, a secretary to Mr. Kim, Dae-jung, was detained 
by the KCIA: 


LT) Kim, Hyung-kook, was arrested under Emergency Decree No. 
9 on July 5, and sentenced October 27 to 1 year in prison and 
1 year loss of civil rights. He awaited appeal trial. 


On June 24, after a lecture by Prof. Jerome Cohen, Elder 
Kim, Jae-ho, remarked that Park, Tong-sun (key figure in the 
"Koreagate" bribery case in the USA) was a "patriotic man wor- 
king for the good of Korea". He compared Park to the famous 
Korean patriot Ahn, Choong-keun, who assassinated Ito Hirobumi 
during the Japanese occupation of Korea. Persons infuriated 
by these remarks shouted at Elder Kim and expelled him from the 
meeting. He brought charges against Mr. Kim, Jong-wan, one of 
Kim, Dae-jung's secretaries, as the leader of this action. Kin, 
Jong-wan was already awaiting appeal trial for event No. 12 
above. He was released after interrogation Aug. 3, formally 
charged on Aug. 4, but charges were dropped by Elder Kim on 
september 14. 


On December 31 a secretary of Mr. Kim, Dae-jung, 


15) Han, Hwa-kap (see event No. 12 above), was detained for 
distributing Mr. Kim's December 27 message upon his release (in 
the December Presidential Inauguration Amnesty). He was for- 
mally charged on Jan. 11, 1979. 


18) Kwon, No-kap,also Kim, Dae-jung's secretary, was interro- 
gated regarding the same matter, on January ll. 


19) Han, Yoon-shik, another of Kim, Dae-jung's secretaries, 
was detained and interrogated on Jan. 14, regarding the same 
matter. 


Concern for Mr. Kim, Dae-jung continued throughout the year: 


20) Kim, Dae-jung, member of the New Democratic Party, former 
Presidential candidate, and one of the defendants in the March 
1, 1976 trial, was being held in a room without natural light, 
and not allowed out of it for exercise, at the Seoul National 

University Medical Centre hospital, where he was guarded by 25 
security officers every day. 
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On June 2, at a Friday prayer meeting in the Christian 
Building attended by about 500 people, statements were read on 
behalf of March 1, 1976 prisoners, including Kim, Dae - jung. 
Some of the participants who demonstrated outside the building 
afterwards were beaten by police, who used more violence than 
had been usual for some time. 





On July 3 a mass was celebrated for Mr. Kim in Seoul's 
Yonhi Church. 


On August 8 about 60 persons attended a prayer meeting at 
the House of Daybreak, to remember the kidnapping of Mr. Kim 
from Japan five years previously. The case has never been 
officially solved, although much evidence pointed to the Korean 
CIA: 


On August 11 at the Friday prayer meeting, a letter from 
"democratic persons in Japan" was read which expressed support 
for the Korean people who are struggling for democracy, and 
communicated concern about Mr. Kim, Dae-jung, "who has been 
imprisoned in South Korea since his kidnapping from Japan five 
years ago". 


On September 5, Mr. Kim began a fast in his hospital cell. 
One reason was that he had been moved to another room which 
was even more like a prison cell. He asserted that it was ille- 
gal to detain him in hospital for more than 8 months without 
any treatment. He requested that he be returned to prison 
where he at least had sunshine and daily exercise outside. He 
also expressed fear of being forced to undergo treatment which 
could be the means to end his life. Some of his co-defendants 
in the March 1, 1976 incident gathered at his home and began a 
sympathy fast. Many persons in the U.S.A. and Japan were re- 
ported to be fasting to demand Mr. Kim's release. 


On Sept. 8, some co-defendants in the March 1, 1976 case 
with Mr. Kim demonstrated in front of Seoul National University 
Hospital, protesting the conditions of his detention. Two of 
Mr. Kim's supporters were arrested and given summary court 
sentences: 


21) Yu, Chong-nam 
22) Choi, Jong-kil 


Three others were detained and released, At the Friday prayer 
meeting a statement by the March 1 defendants demanded the re- 
lease of Mr. Kim. On Sept. 12, Mr. Kim ended his fast. 


On October 16, when over 100 persons in Seoul were under 
house arrest because of the students! announcement of a demon- 


stration on October 17 to protest the Yushin Systen, 


23) Mme Lee, Hee-ho, wife of Mr. Kim, Dae-jung, was taken to : 
a police station, held and questioned for several hours and : 
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then released. 


On Dec. 27, Mr. Kim Dae-jung was released from imprisonment 
under the Presidential Inauguration Day Amnesty. His release 
was under suspension of sentence, of which 2 years and 3 months 
remained. He addressed the Friday prayer meeting on Dec. 29. 


On January 14. 1979, 


23) Mme bee, Hee—ho (see above) was detained and questioned 
throughout the day about the Dec. 29 event. 


On April 18, at a press conference at the home of 
24) former President Yun, Po-sun, 


a statement, "In Memory of April 19" (the anniversary of the 
1960 Student Revolution) called for the restoration of democ- 
racy, rejection of the Yushin Constitution and the illegal elec-— 
tions, and the release of political prisoners. The statement 
was signed by Mr. Yun and about 63 other well-known persons. 
Mr. Yun had been sentenced to 15 years in prison in 1974, and 
again to 5 years in prison with 5 years loss of civil rights, 
sentence suspended, in the March 1, 1976 case. 


On November 16, 


25) Mme Kon Duk-kwi, wife of former President Yun, Po-sun, 
was taken by police at 11:30 a.m., questioned and released at 
A250. pss 


The questioning focused on the printing of the "October 17, 
1978 People's Declaration", which Mrs. Yun read at the Friday 
prayer meeting on Oct. 143. She had been sick at home since 
then and this was her first day out. Police had been waiting 
outside her home all that time. (See Church events No. 34 
and No. 36.) 


On November 23, Mrs. Yun reported that she was being fol- 
lowed everywhere, even to the market. The police had told Mr. 
and Mrs. Yun that they were not special persons (and therefore 
liable to harassment like anyone else). 
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Cr PROFESSORS 
(Including fired professors and teachers) 


On February 17, at the Friday prayer meeting, an "Open 
Letter to President Carter of the United States" was read by 


Le >Prot. Lee, Moonvyoung, formerly of Korea University and a 
March 1, 1976 defendant. 


The letter criticized. the U.S. State Department Report to Con- 
gress on human rights in Korea and described the severe res- ~ 
trictions on human rights’ there, contrary ‘to the report. 


On Feb. 18, Prof. Lee was arrested in front of his home. 
He protested the arrest by fasting during his detention, until 
persuaded to stop on Feb. 22 by his lawyer and family. He was 
released on the evening of Mar. l. 


On March 15 two former professors were detained and ques-— 
tioned about the March 1, 1978 Democratic Declaration, and 
released the next morning: 


2) Prof. Han, Wan-sang, formerly of Seoul National University 
3) Prof. Suh, Nam-dong, formerly of Yonsei University. 


Prof. Suh was again detained and questioned at. West Gate > 
Police Station on July 20 about a statement he read at the June 
40 prayer meeting, supporting the Chon Nam Professors! call for 
democratization of education, and asking for the release of 
Prof. Song, Ki-sook of Chon Nam Univeristy in Kwangju. (See 
event No. 6 below.) 


On May 19, two former professors were sentenced for writing 
and publishing activities in 1977: 


4) Prof. Lee, Young-hee, Hanyang University, 3 years imprison- 
ment and 3 years loss of civil rights, reduced by appeal court 
to. 2 .years, in prison. + OneJan. 16,°1979,° hie appeal, to_ the 
Supreme Court was turned down. 


5) Dr. Paik, Nak-chung, Seoul National University, 1 year in 
prison and 1 year loss of civil rights. 


Prof. Lee had translated and edited the book Dialogue with 800 

Million People. Dr. Paik was publisher of the literary monthly 
ivi Lticism, in which the book appeared as a 

series of articles. 


On May 26 at the Friday prayer meeting for imprisoned pro- 
fessors Lee, Young-hee and Im, Young-chun, and for poets Kin, 
Chi-ha and Yang, Sung-oo, Prof. Im's arrest was made kmown for 
the first time beyond his family circle. 


uanee & 


6) Prof. Im, Young-chun, of Chosun University, Kwangju, had been 
arrested in Sept. 1977, for things said in lectures. His family 
was told that if they kept the whole thing quiet, the court — 
would be lenient. Only after his sentencing did they realize 
the truth. Ministers waiting for the trial of another minister 
became aware of his plight, and his family began to accept and 
seek support of human rights advocates. 


Prof. Im was sentenced to 34 years in prison and 34 years 
loss of civil rights, upheld by appeal courtyw 


At the May 26 prayer meeting, various statements were dis- 
tributed including one by the Fired Professors Association in 
support of imprisoned and fired educators. 

On June 9, at the Friday prayer meeting, a "Letter to 
Professors and Journalists" was issued by the Dong-A and Chosun 
(newspapers) Struggle Committees, the Fired Professors Asso- 
ciation, and the Christian Faculty Fellowship, and read by 
Prof. Suh, Nam-dong. 

On June 26, 11 professors from Chon Nam University in 
Kwangju issued a statement, "Our Guidelines for Education", 
which criticized the educational charter and system, and called 
for the democratization of education and for the readmission 
of students expelled from universities for political reasons. 

All 11 were arrested June 27, questioned, and eight were 
released; two more were released on June 29. Prof. Song, Ki- 
sook was held and formally charged July 4. The 1l are: 
¢) Song, Ki-sook, sentenced Aug. 28 to 4 years in prison and 
4 years loss of civil rights, sentence upheld by appeal court 
Dee. 29. 

8) Myung, No+tkeun, elder, Yang Lim PROK Church 
9) Kim, Chung-soo 

10) Kim, Too-jin 

11) Kim, Hyun-kon 

12) Pae, Yung-nam 

13) Ahn, Chin-oh 

14) Lee, Pang-ki 

15) Lee, Suk-yun 

16) Lee, Hong-kil 


17) Hong, Seung-ki 
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Many prayer meetings in support of the professors and calling 


for the release of Prof. Song were held in Kwangju and Seoul, 
including one on June 29 at Kwangju YWCA, and another there on 
July 6. 


On June 28, 


18) Prof. Lee, Hyo-jae of Ewha Women's University was detained 


and questioned by the National Police until the next day, about 
the Chon Nam statement. 


On June 30, at the Friday prayer meeting for the release of 
all political prisoners, a statement by the Korean National 
Council of Churches! Human Rights Committee called for an end 
to the abusive treatment of students in West Gate Prison. 
Later, several statements were read in support of the 11 Chon 
Nam professors! action in issuing their statement, "Our 
Guidelines for Education". These were: 


1. The just-mentioned statement, "Our Guidelines" 

2. <A statement by the Human Rights Coalition, read by 
Prof. Kim, Chan-kuk 

3- A statement by the Writers for Freedom of Speech 

4. A statement by the Association of Families of Prisoners 
of Conscience 


All these statements called for the release of the professors. 


On July 19, because he read the Human Rights Coalition 
statement on June 30, 


19) Rev. Kim, Chan-kuk, former professor of Yonsei University, 
was detained, questioned, and then released. 


On August 11, all eleven of the Chon Nam University profes- 
sors who had issued "Our Guidelines for Education" on June 26 
were forced to resign from the university. 


On Nov. 2, after he read the Chon Nam professors! statement 
in a meeting in Chunju, 


8) Prof. Myung, No-keun (see event No. 6 above) was detained 
for 10 days and released Nov. ll. 


September 18: a Seoul National University professor tele- 
phoned his friend, a former (fired) colleague, to confess his 
feelings of shame and disgrace at having carried out the autho- 
rities' commands to spy on and control student activities. 

"T envy your status as a fired professor - you stood up for 
your beliefs and the students and community respect you; they 
despise me." 


The professor's name had appeared on the SNU student state- 


ment of Sept. 13, along with those of other professors whom the 
students labelled "puppets" for carrying out administrative 
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instructions to prevent student action critical of the 
government. This professor went to the university president, 
argued against the school policy forced by the government, 
and finally resigned. 


This case is representative of the all-pervasive situation 
of control of Korean students! activities by their professors, 
each of whom is responsible for a group of students, on and 
off campus. This pressure on the professors was well-documented 
in the statement made before his sentencing by Prof. Song, Ki- 
sook. Many professors may be suffering shame over their 
actions in reporting on students. 


On October 20, the Fired Professors Association issued 
a statement, "Our Stand", calling for democratic education and 
campuses. 


On September 15, a teacher in Kwangju, arrested for the 
contents of his prayer at a worship service on March 1, 1978, 
was sentenced: 


20) Park, Man-chul, 3 years in prison and 3 years loss of 
Civil rights. 


Fired professors have been collecting donations each month 
for the support of his family. 


On Nov. 15, a small group of Koreans - four former profes- 
sors and a lawyer, invited to the U.S. Embassy in Seoul to 
talk with Ambassador Gleysteen, were told, "We are doing our 
best for the human rights situation, but we don't have much 
leverage." The group answered, "We don't ask for your inter- 
vention in Korea; we ask for your non-intervention." They 
cited as an example President Carter's planned visit to Seoul. 
They said that he should not come; that his visit would be 
understood as support for President Park, Chung-heé; and that 
it would result in even more repression of the Korean people 
as happened after President Ford's visit in 1974. The Embassy 
said the visit was inevitable. 


On Dec. 27, Mr. Sung, Nae-oon, a fired professor, was de- 
tained for questioning about the Chon Nam professors' state- 
ment of June 26 (See event No. 6 above), and also about Mr. 
Kye, Hoon-je, in hiding since August 18 when he read the 
"August 15 Statement" in the Friday prayer meeting. (See 
event No. 9, Writers and Journalists). Mr. Kye was reportedly 
taken by police sometime in December. 


212 Prot. sung, Nae-oon, formerly of Yonsei University, was 
moved to Kwangju Prison on Dec. 28, and formally charged on 
January 10, 1979, in relation to the Chon Nam incident. 


Others detained and questioned about Mr. Kye, Hoon-je, and 
on the Chon Nam case, were: 


1) Prof. lee, Moon-young (event No. 1), detained for several 
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hours ‘on: Dec. 29, and again “on Jan. > and Jan. £557 2979. 


ae Prof: Suh, Nam-dong (event No. 2), interrogated for most 
of the day on Jan. 5, 1979 


22) Prof. Moon, Dong-whan, formerly of Hankuk Theological 
Seminary, interrogated on Jan. 5 and Jan. 15, 1979 


23) Prof. Lee, Oo-jung, formerly of Seoul Women's College, 
questioned on Jan. 15, 1979. 


On Jan. 17, 1979, civil rights leaders Teacher Ham, Sok-hon, 
Prof. Kim, Chan-kuk, poet Koh, Eun, and Fr. Lee, Jae-jung, made 


an official protest to the head of Youngdeung-po Prison about 
Prof. -Sung's ‘case. 


D. STUDENTS 


On February 6, three Sogang University students were sen- 
tenced for the November 12, 1977 campus demonstration, to 2 years, 
reduced by the appeal court on June 29° Gor 


1) Lee, Hyo-yul, 1s years in prison, 13 years loss of civil 
rights. 


2) Lee, Soon—bom, 1 year in prison, 1 year loss of civil rights 
3) Park, Tae-yul, 14 years in prison, 13 years loss of civil 
rights. Mr. Park was given an extra sentence Nov. 13: 2 

years in prison and 2 years loss of civil rights, for an Oct. 

4 demonstration in. prison. 


For the November 14, 1977 campus demonstration, 


4) Yu, Chae-hyun, 23 year sentence reduced by the appeal court 
to 2 years in prison and 2 years loss of civil rights. 


For the November 18, 1977 campus demonstration, four Sogang 


students received appeal court sentences on July 7 of 3 years 
in prison and 3 years loss of civil rights: 


5) Han, Seung-dong 
6) Chang, Chung-soo 
7) Im, Young-joon 
8) Kim, Young-jin 
On February 10, 7 Yonsei University students were sentenced 


for the October 25, 1977 campus demonstration, to 1 - 5 years, 
reduced by the appeal court on June 19 to: 
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9) Kang, Sung-ku, 35 years in prison, 3 years loss of civil rights 


10) Lee, Sang-hoon, 34 eo 3 =a es 
lt) Kong, -Yu-sang; 1s eae i) ans 
12) Kimy Young-hwan, 1 {nae 1 ea hee 
13) Lee, Tae-soo, 2 2SNes ) See 
14) Park, Sung-hoon, 1 en fe i eS 
Mr. Park's sentence was suspended for 2 years; he was released. 


r5,) Oh, Sung-kwang, 1 year in prison and 1 year loss of civil 
rights, but with an additional sentence on Nov. 13 for a demon- 
stration in prison Oct. 3: 14 years in prison and 14 years loss 
of Leivil «rights. 


On February 23, 3 Seoul National University (SNU) students 
were sentenced for the Kpril 11, 1977 demonstration: 


16) Kim, Jae-myong, 23 years in prison, 23 years loss of civil 
rights 


17) Oh, Sei-bom, 2 years in prison and 2 years loss of civil 
rights, with an additional sentence Sept. 12: 2 years, for 
a demonstration in prison on June 26. 


18) Chung, Ui-hyun, 2 years in prison and 2 years loss of civil 
rights, released Dec. 27 in the Inauguration Amnesty. 


On February 24, four Hankuk Theological Seminary (PROK rela- 
ted) students were sentenced by the appeal court for a May 1977 


campus worship service: 


19) Kim, Kwang-hoon, 2 years in prison, 2 years loss of civil 
rights, with an additional sentence Nov. 23, for a demonstration 
in prison Nov. 16: 2 years in prison and 2 years loss of civil 
rights. 


20) Im, Song-hun, 2 years in prison and 2 years loss of civil 
rights, with an additional indictment on July 7, trial not yet 
held. 

21) Jin, Chol, 2 years in prison, 2 years loss of civil rights. 


22) Park, Chang-soo, 4 years in prison, 4 years loss of civil 
rights; he had been indicted again while in prison. 


On Februgry 28, five Hankuk Theological Seminary students 
were sentenced by appeal court for the April 7, 1977 worship 
service and their Declaration of Suffering. Their sentences 
were upheld by the Supreme Court May 23: 


23) Kim, Ha-bom (son of KNCC General Secretary Rev. Kim, Kwan- 


Sollee 


suk), 3 to 34 years in prison, 3 years loss of civil rights: 
released in the Aug. 15 amnesty. 


24) Lee, Yong-jae, 24 years in prison, 24 years loss of sivil 
PiLeRts 


25) Chung, Sang-shi, 2 years in prison, 2 years EOEG Ofc ivad 
rights, released in the Aug. 15 amnesty 


26) Oh, Young-shik, 2 years in prison, 2 years loss of civil 
rights, released Dec. 27 in the Inauguration Amnesty. 


In February, a student of Kukmin University was sentenced 
for making printed material critical of the government in Sept. 


LOTT? 
oT Pai, Ki-son, 2 years in prison, 2 years loss of civil rights 


On March 14, a former student of Sungkyunkwan University 
was sentenced by the appeal court for collecting signatures 
for the March 1977 Declaration: 


28) Sung, Jong-dae, 14 years. in prison and 14 years loss of civil 
rights; indicted again for a demonstration in prison March l, 
but released in the Aug. 15 amnesty. 


On March 23, a student of SNU, sentenced to 14 years in 
prison for the Nov. 11, 1977 demonstration on campus, 


29) Shin, Hi-paik, was moved from prison to the National Mental 
Hospital for an illness thought to have developed due to his 
treatment in detention. On May 15 at the appeal trial, his 
sentence was suspended. He was later discharged from hospital 
to his home. Students raised funds to help his family. 


Near the end of March, a Korea University student's mother 
reported that 


30) Cho, Sung-oo, sentenced in the May 1975 Myongdong Students 
case to 10 years in prison, was suffering from an eye disease 
requiring, according to the prison physician, surgery not 
possible in the prison hospital; permission to leave prison 
for surgery elsewhere was refused. Mr. Cho did not want special 
treatment; he said other prisoners were suffering from various 
illnesses also and they should all receive help. Persons impri- 
soned under Emergency Decrees are put in cells built for commu- 
nist spies, designed to impose psychological pressure to change 
thought. The small windows allow almost no light; the priso- 
ners are not permitted outside exercise nor work, so their physi- 
cal and mental health is deteriorating. 


On May 14, on his release from prison, Mr. Cho reported that 
he had been imprisoned for 40 days in a cell so small that he 
could not stand up or extend his arms. The cell was completely 
dark at all times. He was never allowed out. For much of the 
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period, many days in succession, he had to eat without the use 
of his hands which were tied behind his back. The reason for 
his harsh treatment seems to have been that he lent a pencil to 
another prisoner, imprisoned under the Anti-Communist Law. Mr. 
Cho was then accused as a communist, which he protested by 
fasting. 


From April 7, there had been many government-instigated 
demonstrations by high school students, war veterans, women's 
association members, etc., against the alleged bugging of Presi- 
dent Park's Blue House by the U.S.A. On April 11, the first 
such demonstrations at universities were held at SNU and Konkuk, 
but the students at SNU turned theirs into an anti-government 
protest. Riot police entered the campus and detained about 200 
students. 


On April 21, four Pusan University students and two other 
young people were detained for printing and distributing mate- 
rial; April 17 calling: for: i) the abolition of the Emergency 
Decree; 2) the awakening of students to the social situation; 
and 3) an end to political corruption. One student went into 
hiding. Sentenced were: 


31) Lee, Sung-dong, 1 year in prison, 1 year loss of civil rights 


32) Chun, Choong-kun, 1 eats 1 ew ef 


33) Suh, Yon-ja, not held in custody, 1 year in prison, 1 
year loss of civil rights, sentence suspended for 1 year, 
released. 


34) Chung, Ui-yung, who was in hiding, was detained Aug. 16. 
On April 21, it was learned that 


35) Suh, Joon-shik, imprisoned in 1971 for allegedly visiting 
North Korea, and whose 7-year sentence would have been completed 
May 27, 1978, would be re-imprisoned under the Social Security 
Law. This law, used here for the first time, can be applied to 
political prisoners indicted under the Anti-Communist or Natio- 
nal Security Laws. By it a person can be kept in prison until 
death, without trial. The government applied this "special 

law" to Mr. Suh because "Suh is a North Korean gpy and has not 
repented". 


Mr. Suh and his elder brother, Suh, Seung, who was tortured 
with hydrochloric acid leaving much of his face a mass of 
scar tissue, and who is serving a life sentence, were both resi- 
dents of Japan who came to study at SNU. 

On May 27, Mr. Suh was moved from Chunju to Taejon Prison. 


It is thought that there are 65 Koreans, residents of Japan, 
serving prison sentences in Korea, 6 under the death sentence. 
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On May 4 at noon, Ewha Women's University students distribu- 
ted a resolution: 


1.. Dissolve the Student National Defence Corps and guaran- 
tee freedom to the universities. 

2. Abolish the Yushin Constitution and restore democratic 
order. 

43. Abolish the Emergency Decree and release prisoners of 
conscience. 

4. Guarantee the three basic rights of labourers and pro- 
tect their human rights. 


Police detained and interrogated 12 students, and released 5. 


Between May 5 and 8, 10 students had been detained and 
interrogated. On May 9, 700 - 800 students held a demonstration 
on the campus beginning in the chapel service at ll a.m. It was 
stopped at 2 p.m. by riot and plainclothes police who took 18 
students and one professor, all later released. Other students 
were detained over the next two weeks. Five students were . 
sentenced to 13 - 34 years, reduced by the appeal court on Nov. 
50-08 


36) Choi, Chung-soon, 13 years in prison, 13 years loss of 
civil rights 


37) Park, In-hye, 1 year in prison, 1 year loss of civil rights 


38) Han, Kyung-hee, 1 --" ily Fo ay 
39) Oh, Hyun-ju, sentence suspended and released 


"W " 


40) Kim, An-na, --"-- --"- 
These students were nearly all officers of the Student Defence 
Corps and of their church Young People’s Societies. 


41) Yun, Hae-ju was detained May 24 to 28 for interrogation. 


On May 8, some 1500 SNU students held a demonstration on 
the campus, from 12:30 to 3 p.m. Plainclothes police were 
present from the beginning but at 1:40, about 1,000 riot police 
came on campus and a fight began, the students throwing stones 
and the police using tear gas and sticks. Some students were 
injured and 20 were detained. The students' Statement for 
Campus Democracy: 


1. Abolish the Yushin Constitution and restore democratic 
contro); 

2. Abolish the Emergency Decree and release political prisoners; 

3. Dissolve the Student National Defence Corps and restore true 
student organization; 

4. President (of SNU) Yun, Chun-ju,-should resign, and dismissed 
students should be allowed to return to their studies; 

5. Protect the three basic rights of labourers and stop oppres- 
sion of the labour movement; 
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6. The press should awaken and act to obtain for the people 
their right to a free press; 

7- Opposition parties and labour unions controlled by the 
government should withdraw. 


The students announced plans to 


1. Boycott classes from May 19 - 25 to protest the National 
Conference for Unification election (NCU) as a farce; 

2. Join in gathering contributions for fired Dong-Il Textile 
workers} 

4. Spread news to vitalize the students to act, through printed 
materials, critical songs and writing on walls; 

4. Use various kinds of meetings to vitalize and activate stu- 
dents to transform the campus. 


Some students carried out the plans for the boycott. 
Two students were arrested and sentenced in December: 


42) Suh, Dong-man, 1 year in prison and 1 year loss of civil 
Eieh ts; 


43) Pu, Yoon-kyung, 1 year in prison, 1 year loss of civil 
FigehuS s 


In December also, two other SNU students were arrested in 
connection with the May 8 demonstration: 


44) Hwang, Kwang-oo, indicted Dec. 22 for his participation in 
the Kwang-wha Moon demonstration on June 26 (event No. 26), as 
well as for the SNU demonstration on May 8. 


45) Kim, Chul-soo, arrested Dec. 29. He had been in military 
service since the beginning of December. 


On May 12, 11 SNU students who participated in the Nov. ll, 
1977 demonstration received appeal sentences: 


46) Kim, Kyong-taik, 3 years in prison, 3 years loss of civil 
rights; 


AT) Chang, Ki-young, 4% years in prison, 3 years loss of civil 
rights; 


48) Moon, Song-hoon, 3 years in prison, 3 years loss of civil 
rights; 


49) Yan Ki-oon, 3 years in prison, 53 years loss of civil 
rights; 


50) Yon, Song-man, 3 years in prison, 3 years loss of civil 
rights; 


51) Kim, Pu-kyon, 1 year in prison, 1 year loss of civil rights; 
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52) Lee, Chol-kuk, 1 year in prison, 1 year loss of civil rights; 


53) Lee, Chang-ho, 1 mate 1 SA a 
released in the August 15 amnesty. 


54) Yuh, Kyoon-dong, 1 year in prison, 1 year loss of civil 
rights, with an additional sentence of 14 years in prison and 
13 years loss of civil rights on Nov. 13, for a demonstration 
ineprison,y Oct. 3% 


55) Chin, Chae-hak, 1 year in prison, 1 year loss of civil 
rights, sentence suspended for 2 years; released. 


On May 16, 150 Hankuk Theological Seminary students held a 


prayer meeting in the chapel all day, in protest against the 
May 18 NCU elections and the political situation. Their state- 
ment, Declaration of May 16, read: 

Down with this political regime; 

Stop suppression of farmers' and labourers! movements; 

Establish a self-reliant economic system; 

Clarify the facts of the Park, Tong-sun case (Koreagate). 
The statement criticized the May 16, 1960 coup and the govern- 
ment's political activities since then. Classes were suspended 


until May 20. Ten students detained and still being interroga- 
ted May 22 included: 


56) Choi, Tong-min 
57) Kim, Sung-dong 
58) Choi, Young-suk 
59) Chang, Pyong-jo 
60) Kim, Hi-choong 
61) Kang, Malk-shil 
62) Lee, Chae-chun 
63) Im, Chin-chul 
Two students were arrested and sentenced on August 25: 
64) Kim, Hi-taek, 2 years in prison, 2 years loss of civil rights; 


65) No, Chang-shik, 2 eu 2 ee ee 


On May 18, 130 prisoners in Sudaemoon (West Gate) Prison 
were beaten by guards for their protest against the NCU elections 
of the same day. 


On May 19 at the Friday prayer meeting, an appeal was made 
by Mme. Kim, Ok-shil, mother of Kim, Ha-bom, and wife of KNCC 
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General Secretary Rev. Kim. Kwan-suk, on behalf of the political 
prisoners. It is usual practice to beat and harshly punish the 
Slightest deviation from prison rules, for example, talking to 
the person in the next cell. Persons recently released told 
stories of cruel treatment by prison authorities. 


On March 1, in Sudaemoon Prigon, about 13 students and 
labourers, all political prisoners, demonstrated and made a 
statement. They were beaten and interrogated, and two re-indic- 
ted. 


On April 19, some of the same people and others attempted 
a demonstration and were very severely beaten. The names of 
five are known: 


66) Kim, Young+hwan, Yonsei student 


67) Cho, Pyong-hwan, teacher 
68) Shin, Kwang-yong, Peace Market labourer 


69) In, Tae-sun, Hankuk Theological Seminary student 


70) Lee, Kwan-pok, principal 


Mr. In asked for an x-ray but was refused. The family of anot- 
her prisoner, a labourer, received his blood-stained clothes 
from the prison. 


Only when beating is unusually severe does it become known, 
as these two cases and that of Rev. Kang, Hi-nam, reported 
elsewhere (Church, event No, 9). Political prisoners regularly 
experience this kind of treatment, including confinement in 
tiny, dark cells for long periods, and forced-feeding during 
attempted hunger strikes. Forced-feeding has resulted in 
death, causing the government to prohibit this kind of punish- 
ment, but it is said to, continue. 


The only way news of severe treatment of prisoners can be 
known is through prisoners! visits with family members. They 
are not allowed to talk about prison conditions, and are 
interrupted if they try to do so. The guard writes down the 
conversation. Still some prisoners risk reporting the condittons 
of fellow prisoners so that their families can be informéd-.. 


On May 31, about 30 political prisoners in Sudaemoon Prison 
were moved to other prisons, perhaps because of their partici- 
pation in protests in prison, most recently on May 29th. One, 


69) In, Tae-sun, Hankuk Theological Seminary student, former 
Chairman of the PROK Youth Committee, arrested for the April 
1977 demonstration in the seminary, was moved to Hongsung Pri- 
son.. Because of his leadership in recent prison demonstrations, 
he was sent to a small "punishment cell". He has tuberculosis, 
but the authorities say his "bad prison record" prevents any 
treatment. 
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On May 31, two Yongei University students arrested for the 
October 12, 1977 demonstration received appeal court sentences: 


ae) Noh, Young-min, Qs years in prison, 25 years Loss Of civil 
rLehts ; 


72) Kim, Kuh-sung, 1 - 1% years in prison, 14 years loss of 
civil rights, and an additional sentence November 13 for an 
Oct. 3 demonstration in prison: 13 - 2 years in prison and 
2.\years loss of «civil rights. 


On June 1, about 200 students of SNU School of Agriculture 


in Suwon held a demonstration at a meeting on farmers! problems. 


‘A statement, Declaration of Democratic Salvation, was read. 


5O students were detained for questioning and 4 held and arres- 
ted: 


73) Kwon, Oh-hoon 
74) Lee, Pyung-ho 


75) Shin, On-kwan 


Their trial results were not known. 


On June 3, two SNU students received suspended sentences 
in their appeal court trial, for a demonstration for which they 
were arrested Oct. 7, 1977: 


76) Kang, Chon 
77) . Chon, Kyung-jae. 


Both were released. 


On June 12, about 3,000 SNU students held a demonstration 
on campus most of the day. A student hung a banner and distri- 
buted printed material. About 1,000 students together shouted 
"Our Resolution": "Down with President Park, Chung-hee! Abo- 
lish the Yushin Dictatorship and Emergency Decree, Dissolve the 
NCU, Explain the Tokto Island problem (a Korea-Japan disputed 
island), Down with the SNU President, and Re-establish an 
autonomous student association." They declared a Guide for 
Action: Hold a rally at 6 p.m..on June 26 at Kwangwha Moon 
with all Seoul students and citizens, to demand an explanation 
of the Park regime's stand on the Tokto Island problem and to 
reject the NCU election. 


Police fired a stronger brand of tear gas than usual, from 
guns marked "Maryland". About 70 students were detained. 


On June 21 nine students were formally arrested and senten- 
ced in late December: 


78) Kim, Soo-chun, 43 years in prison, 4 years loss of civil 
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rights; 


79) Hong, Chong-on, 10 months prison, 1 year loss of civil rights; 


80) Kim, Chang-min, 10 months i 1. ee! Bane 
81) Yu, In-taek, 10 months i 1 siaitesos 
(Brother of Yu, In-tae - see Church, event No. 20) 

82) Park, Chi-kwan, 10 months m" i ——"_- 
83) Im, Heung-soon, 10 months " 1 setting 


84) Kim, Seung-pae, 8 - 10 months in prison, 10 months loss of 


—-Cayib~e rights; 


85) Park, Dong-ik, 8 - 10 months in prison, 10 months loss of 
Civil «rigkts} 


86) Chi, Young-kap, 8 - 10 months in prison, 10 months loss of 
Civil «fwights. 


87) Pai, Nam=hyo, 14 years in prison, 1s years loss of civil 
rights. Mr. Pai had been in hiding since Nov. 19773; he was 
detained Jine 28 for printing material lastyear, but was rela- 
ted to this trial group. 


On June 24 the Association of Families of Prisoners of 
Conscience protested the arrest of Yu, In-taek. Police said 
he was the leader of the demonstration, but the Families! state- 
ment said not so, that he was being treated unfairly. 


On June 16 three SNU Agricultural College students were 
indicted. One student had passed a statement from the June 
12 SNU demonstration on to another student who gave it to 
another. One student wrote about the statement in a letter to 
his friend in Pusan University. The letter: was discovered in 
the censorship of the mail. 


88) Lee, Kwang-hi 
89) Park, Jei-soon 
90) .Kim, Chu-young 


Their trial results were not known. 


On June 20 the Supreme Court upheld a 10-year sentence for an 
SNU student, a Korean resident from Japan, accused of anti-state 
activities supervised by the Hanmintong, a split-off group from 
the Mindan, the pro-South Korean government organization of 
Korean residents in Japan. The ruling declared Hanmintong an 
anti-state organization. 


91) Kim, Chong-sa, a life sentence reduced in Oct. 1977 to 10 
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years in prison and 10 years loss of civil rights, for “instiga- 
ting students to join a so-called ‘struggle for the restoration 
of democracy!". 


Three other persons were tried in this case and sentenced in 
Oot. LOTT: 


92) Yu, Sung-sam, life 


93) Yu, Young-soo, 6 years 


94) A woman whose name was not known, suspended sentence; 
released. 


On June 21 the political prisoners in Chungju Prison began 
a fast in protest against the cruel treatment given a student. 
He was ordered to write a letter declaring his "conversion" to 
the government way of thinking. When he refused he was beaten, 
so other prisoners began the fast. 


On June 26, as announced at the June 12 SNU demonstration, 
approximately 10,000 people gathered in the usually crowded 
Kwangwha Moon area. There were between 3,000 and 5,000 parti- 
cipants. Many other people were under house arrest, and the 
police were ready for the demonstration. Young people mixed 
with the crowds at bus stops would start to sing, shout, and 
march. As the police moved in, the crowd dispersed and re- 
formed at another place. There were five good-sized demonstra- 
tions, the largest at Mukyo-dong, which grew rapidly as bystan- 
ders realized the content of the protest and joined in. The 
group swelled to about 1,000, singing, chanting and marching, 
and stopping traffic for more than five minutes before they 
were attacked violently. 76 people were detained, and some 
released quickly, including 6 Catholic priests from Chungju; 

22 were given summary court sentences of 20 days. 


This was the first time in seven years for students to 
demonstrate outside their campuses. Many people witnessed or 
participated in the demonstration, and so experienced directly 
the brutal tactics used by the police, and many people heard 
about it even though it wasn't reported in the media. 


Not all the 20 persons (nearly all students ) had completed 
their trials by the end of the year. Nov. and Dec. trial 
results: 


SNU students 


95) Lee, Byong-baik, 2 years in prison, 2 years loss civil rights; 


96) Lee, Yoon-ha, 2 eh Ps 2 Lars 
97) Song, Bong-ki, 1 tose 1 Searse 
98) Cho, Nam-il, 13 I 1 Pens 
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99) Kim, Hyun-keun, 13 - 2 years in prison, 2 years loss of 
caval rientss 


100) Cho, Sung-oh, 1 - 14 years in prison, 1 year loss of civil 
rights (ealconca Dec. 27); 


101) Lee, Hi-kon, 1 - 1 year 3 months, 1 year loss of civil 
rights - released Dec. 27; 


102) Kim, Hyung-sup, 1 - 1 year 3 months, 1(2?) years loss civil 
rights; released Dec. 27. 

Ewha Women's University Student 

103) Chun, Yu-hi, trial not complete. 


Korea University 


104) Lee, Seung-hwang, 2 years prison, 2 years loss civil rights; 


105) Song, Kwang-ui, 2 ue 2 nes ets 
106) Lee, Chung-koo, 1-14 --"-- 1 ibe 
107) Kang, Choon-ku, 2 a. Gaia 2 eiriks 
108) Im, Kyung-min, le --"-- 2 ae 
109} Huh, Hyun-hoi, 2 --"_- 2 patties 


110) Kim, Dong-kwang, 1 =". 1 = 
(Released Dec. 27) 


Ssoongjon University 
aE Chung, Chol-oong, trial not completed, released Dec. 27. 


192)>".Choi,.. Kisoon, aa eitties 


Foreign Languages University 


113): 7Pak, Zil-suh =e eee 


114) Lee, Chung-young (name of school and trial result not 
known). 


On June 29, as announced at the end of the large demonstra- 
tion on June 26 at Kwangwha Moon, a demonstration was attemp- 
ted by a few people in front of the Seoul YMCA on Chongno. 


On June 29, students of six universities, Ewha, Yonsei, 
Seoul National, Dongkuk, Hongik, and Pusan, announced in a 
Stavement "To the Patriotic Students", plans for another demon- 
stration at Kwangwha Moon on July 10. The statement called 
for the restoration of democracy and human rights, and an end 
to the Yushin System. 


On June 27, students of Chon Nam University, the provincial 
university in Kwangju, issued a "Declaration of Chon Nam Democ- 
ratic Students", protesting the arrest of their 11 professors 


Pray lane 
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on June 26. (See Professors, event No. 6: The Chon Nam prefes- 
sors! "Our Guidelines for Education" and the subsequent 4-year 
sentence for Prof. Song, Kiesook; and the year-end arrest of 
former Yonsei Prof. Sung, Nae-oon. ) 


On June 29, Chon Nam students demonstrated on campus till 
ll p.m. Around 3,000 participated when the demonstration began. 
In the evening police searched all classrooms, the library, the 
whole campus, and 150 students were detained. 


On June 30, starting in front of the Kwangju City YMCA, 
between 1,000 and 4,000 people, mostly students but including 
farmers and other citizens, demonstrated from 9 a.m., in protest 
against the arrest of the professors for their June 26 statement. 
Approximately 100 people, including about 30 women, were seri- 
ously injured in the day-long confrontation with police. About 
500 were detained. The beating continued after people had been 
shoved into trucks. The universities in the area were closed. 


Students attempted two more demonstrations July 1 but 
failed. On July 3 a prayer meeting was held in Kwangju, joined 
by many people from Seoul, for "Democratization of the Campus". 
Students attempted another demonstration afterwards, but did not 
succeed. As of July 7, 15 - 17 persons were still detained, 8 
of them members of Hanbit @ROK) Church. (See Church, Nos. 23, 
24 about the arrest of YWCA staff, and Workers and Farmexs, 
event No. 12 about the arrest of the printer.) ; 


Chon Nam students arrested and sentenced on Aug. 243 appeal 
court sentences Dec. 29: 


12.5) Noh, Hoon-hyun, 5 years in prison, 5 years loss civil rights, 
upheld by the court; 


116) Lee, Young-song, 2 - 3 years in prison, 3 years loss of 
CAvine Tights, upneldads + 


117) Ahn, Kil-chunge,- 3 years in prison, 5 years loss of civil 
rights; upheld; 


118) -Park, Hyun-ok,. 2 years in prison, 2 years loss of civil 
rights, suspended for 4 years; 


119) Park, Pyung-ki, 2 years in prison, 2 years loss of civil 
rights, suspended for 4 years; 


120) Shin, Il-sunegy 2 years in prison, 2 years: loss of civil 
rights, Suspended for 4 years; 


121) Han, Tong-chul, 1 - 2 years in prison, 2 years loss of ci- 
vil rights, suspended for 4 years; 


122) Lee, Taik, 2:years yin prison, 2 years loss ef.civil rights, 
suspended for 4 years. 


Han and Lee were released Dec. 29. 
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123) Moon, Seung-hoon, trial result not known. 


124) Cho, Tong-yul, ett e 
Chosun University students, sentenced Aug. 2% and Dec. 29: 


125,) Park, Hyung-choong, 4 years prison, 4 years loss civil rights; 
126) Yang, Hi-seung, 3 ae ee 3 si ee 
127). Yu, Jae-do, 2.55 See = 3 ae ee 


All three of the above sentences were upheld by the appeal court. 


128) Kim, Yong-chool, 2 - 34 years in prison, 2 years loss of 
civil Fights, was tried. as: a minor: 


On July 2 a Chon Nam student was taken into custody again: 
129) Chong, Yong-hwa, result not known. 


On July 3, 3 Dongkuk University students were arrested for 
copying and distributing printed material on June 30. Sentenced 
Nov. 16: 


130) Lee, Young-oo, 2years in prison, 1 year loss of civil rights; 
131) Abn, Jaeswhan, 2 oe We i Net ee 


152) Lee, Ho-sung, l-lyear 3 months in prison, 1 year loss of 
Civil rights; released Dec. 27. 


On July 3, a Pusan University student and two other youths 
wrote political stogans in green spray paint on the stadium 
benches. Police discovered the writings the next morning just 
before a scheduled student event, so they spread newspapers over 
the writing and sat on them. Arrested in July and sentenced 
Nov. 6: : 


133) Lee, Sang-kyung, 14 years in prison, 1% years loss civil 
rights 


134) Kim, Sung-nyun, 1% eae, ee 14 Sei! 
135) Lee, Hi-suk, 13 sesitins. 14 ene 


Lee, Hi-suk is the son of the minister of Nambu Church, and 
Kim is a member of the same church. 


On July 5, students in Seoul distributed a statement opposing 
the July 6 Presidential election and the "Rubber-stamp NCU", 
in buses and to passersby. One private educational institute 
was closed for three days after police found copies of the 
statement, which aiso announced demonstrations for July 5 and 
LO; 
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On August ll, the mother of an evangelist reported that her 
son, 


136) Chun, Byung-saeng, former Hankuk Theological Seminary 
student, imprisoned on what are believed to be false spy charges, 
had been beaten in prison in Kwangju. She thought it was because 
he had told her on a previous visit about being served rotten 
food. 


On Aug. 14, Mme, Choi, Mal-soon, mother of 


cls ia Suh, Kwang-tae, former SNU student, was hospitalized when 
she lost consciousness after a fast, praying for the release of 
her son. 


On August 28, a student at Soosun Technical School in Kunsan 
had his name removed from the register for his participation in 
the PROK Chunju Annual Youth Meeting, August 14 - 16. (See 
Church, events Nos. 37 and 38.) 


138) Kim, Jong-chul 


On Aug. 29, 11 Chon Puk University students were forced to 
write "voluntary withdrawals" from school because of their 
participation in the Chunju meeting by PROK Youth. Some of them 
were: 

139) Lee, Tae-hoon 


140) Hi-won 
141)* Pak, Hi-ehul 
142) Moon, Tong-shik | 
143) Kim, Yung-choon 


144) Pak, Tae-shik, a member of Nammun Church Young People's 
Association who did not even attend the meeting, was forced to 
write a withdrawal statement. 


145) Kim, Chong-chul, of SNU, suspended with other students for 
an Oct. 7, 1977 demonstration, was the only one. of his group not 
allowed to register and return to school. 


146) Pak, Ok-ha (Miss), was told to withdraw from Konkuk 
University. 


In total, 37 students were being punished by their schools be- 
cause of their participation in the Youth Meeting. 


At Chon Puk University, students registering for the second 


semester were ordered to give up either their church or their 
school registration, if they attended PROK churches. 
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On September 4, students of the Foreign Languages University 


distributed printed matter critical of the government. 
On September 5, literature was distributed at In Ha University. 


Around September 11, students at Kyunghee University distri- 
buted a statement nade to those at SNU and Korea University. 
Arrested were: 


147) Shin, Yong-nam 
148) Shin, Myong-shik 


149) Ha, Suk-tae 


From Sept. 143 - 15, slogans written with magic markers were 


found in many of the student lavatories at Bwha Women's Univer- 
sity, reading "Down with President Park, Chung-hee" and "Release 
imprisoned Ewha Students!" 


On September 13, between 2,000 and 4,000 SNU students 
demonstrated for about 4 hours on campus, protesting recent 
concessions made to Japan in the Tokto Island dispute, and 
shouting, "Down with President Park, Chung-hee!" In a large 
clash with police, around 100 students were detained. The 
students announced a boycott of classes for 10 days from Sept. 
16, and plans for an open demonstration at Kwangwha Moon for 
October 17, the anniversary of the declaration of martial law 
and the Yushin Constitution in 1972. Arrested students: 


E50) =Cho,, Song—wl. 

151) Suh, Chong-won 

152) Lee, Yung-hwan 

153) Yang, Sa-yung 

154) Kim, Yung-sam 

155) Kim, Chong-pok 

156) Lee, Un-tae 

157) Lee, Yun-kyu 

158) Chong, Tong-ku 

159) Kim, Tae-hyun - late in December, Mr. Kim's mother repor- 
ted that her son was so ill he did not even know her. The 


prison staff said he had been fasting, but it sounded like he 
was mentally ill. He was not able to speak to his mother. 


On September 13, students of Soongmyung Women's University 


distributed printed material critical of the government's secret 
negotiations and concessions to Japan on the Tokto Island issue. 
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Two students were arrested and sentenced on January 11, 1979: 
160) Choi, Jae-eun, Tyear in prison and year loss civil rights 


" 


ny ins 


161) Suk, Won-jung, 15 ——"_ = 2 


On September 14, between 2,000 and 4,000 students of Korea 
University demonstrated on campus for about 2 hours. They were 
blocked from leaving the campus hy riot police who shot pepper 
fog and beat students severely. Many students were badly in- 
jured; 5 or 6 police were also injured, one critically. The 
small building of the campus security guard was almost destroyed. 
During the demonstration, students discovered a police document, 
"Daily Report", which included: a a list of police agents and 
their assigned posts on campus; 2) a list of university profes- 
sors with quotes by them and reports of their actions; and 3 
a list of "unsafe" students. 51 students were detained, 23 
released, some were under continued investigation, and 7 arrested: 


162) Chun, Sang-man, 23 years prison, 2s years loss civil rights; 


163) «Ms. Lee, Hye=ja, 23 fie 2s Zetee 
164) Oh, Sang-suk 24 mSiat ene 24 Sowing 
sentenced December 223 

165) = Kim; Yoo-soo, 2 Roe 2 pehid 


sentenced November 27; 


166) Kum, Seung-ki, 1 Zeta LiGor <2) eae 
sentenced November 27; 


167) Song, Young-kuk, trial not complete 
168) Kim, Ki-won, trial not complete. 

On September 16, 50 - 60 students were picked up by police 
from tea rooms where they were soliciting contributions to help 


pay night school fees for needy students. They were questioned 
about whom they came to meet and released the same day. 


On September 17, police put 5 Yonsei University students 
under preventive arrest, perhaps to stop any demonstration at 
Yonsei. The students included three members of Hanbit Church, 
one from Chodong Church and one from Saemoonan Church. They 
were released Sept. 20 and warned not to attend church. They 
were: 


169) Yun, Hyun-pok 
170) Pak, Chae-suk 
71) © Lees: Jizryun 
172) Xun. Hoo-tuk 
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173) Lee, Nam-sup 


On September 19, SNU College of Law students held a sit-in 
demonstration and issued a statement. 


On September 19, more literature was distributed at Korea 


University, protesting the arrest of students. 


On September 29, a Yonsei University student was arrested 
under Emergency Decree No. 9. His trial started Dec. 27. 


LTA) = Kin; Pyung-yool was sentenced to 1 year in prison, 1 year 
Loss of “Civil 2ighte. : 


On October 6, 200 students at Soongmyung Women's University 


held a demonstration on campus and issued an anti-government 
statement. One student was arrested and sentenced on January 
ER, LOPS: 


Le.) Lee, Hyang-soon, 4 years in prison, 4 years loss of civil 
Pichts. 


On October 10, three Dongkuk University students were de- 
tained by police after the distribution of an anti-government, 
anti- YushinSystem statement on campus. They were arrested 
October 17: 


176) Noh, Il-hyun 
177) Ahn, Tong-il 
178) Kim, Choon-yung 

On October 16, four students of WonKwang University in Iri, 
North Cholla Province, were detained for writing on stadium 
benches on the campus, "Abolish the Yushin Constitution!" "Re- 
lease Kim, Chi-ha!" and other anti-government slogans. 
179) Kang, Ik-hyun, son of Rev. Kang, Hi-nam, in prison, and 
brother of Kang, Sei-hyun, in prison for the Chunju PROK Youth 
meeting. 
180) Kim, Yang-sam 
181) Oh, Seung-won 
182) Choi, Ung-shik 

On October 16, printed material against the government and 
the Yushin System was distributed in Pae Jae High School in 
seoul. 

From October 13, many students were detained for investi- 
gation by police about plans for a demonstration on October 17, 


the anniversary of the Yushin Constitution of 1972. Atvout se- 
ven, mostly SNU students, were discovered in the process of 
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printing material for the planned demonstration. Many were 
Christians. One of these was: 


183) Sung, Hae-yong, an officer of the PROK Church Youth Asso- 
ciation. 


Others were students of Hankuk Theological Seminary and Korea 
University. 


On October 17 there was a mass mobilization of about 10,000 
police in the downtown area to prevent the planned student 
demonstration against the Yushin System. Along Kwangwha Moon 
and Chongno, uniformed police were stationed every five metres. 
Police and KCIA were positioned on the top floors of tall 
buildings, and took pictures of people in the area. ‘Two civil 
defence drills were conducted, one in the afternoon (the regular 
monthly drill, delayed from the day before), and one in the 
evening which included a 20-minute blackout. This is only the 
second time an evening blackout drill has been held. 


A similar level of police activity was observed on Oct. 18 
in downtown Seoul. 


None of the arrested students had come to trial by the end 
of the year; 23 students known to have been arrested were: 


ONU 


184) sun Ook, sentenced to 4 years in prison, 4 years loss 
Of civil 2rishies 


185) Lee, Oo-jae, 4 ae a 4 ae ee 
186) Yang, Min-ho 3 ae 3 ee 


These three were sentenced Jan. 12, 1979, They were requesting 
an appeal trial. 


Also SNU: 

187) Paik, Sam-chul 

188) Yu, Jong-sung 

189) Ok, Kwang-sup 

190) Cho, Hui-yun - refused first trial on Jan. 12, 1979. 
191) Yu, In-yul 

192) Hwang, In-sung 

193) Chung, Kyung-yun 

194) Chung, Tae-yoon 
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195) Choo, Tae-hwan 
196) Kim  Chul=soo 
197) Pak, Oo-sup 


198) Ko, A-suk 


Six more SNU students were arrested on Nov. 10 for the same 


incident: 
199) Choi, Choo-ok 
200) Chon, Chang-soo 


200) Yue sTae—let 


202 )2 Pak, Pyung-tae 
203) Lee, Song-jae 

204) Chung, Kwang-pil 
Korea University: 

205) Kim, Song-nam 
Sungkyunkwan University: 
206) Chang, Choon-yung 
sogang University: 


207) Kim, Son-taek 


Myungji University: 


208) Kim, Choon-mook - refused first trial on Jan. 12, 
Kyungyung University: 

209) Lee, Tae-hyun " " " 1 

210) Kwon, Ho-yung i " " " 

211) Kim, Chum-kon 

Seoul Women's College: 


212)" hee, Tuk-hi 


On October 26 two students were released from detention: 


213) Yu, Jong~41, SNU 


214) Yu, Kae-sang, Soongjun University 
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after interrogation about the Oct. 17 demonstration plans. 


On Oct, 26 three Korea University students were detained 
and investigated for 7 days about the Sept. 14 demonstration an 
campus and distribution of printed material. They were: 


215) Lee, Yoon 
216) Kim, Hyun-shik 


217) Kang, Chun-oo 


Another Korea University student was investigated under deten- 
tion for four days from Oct. 30, for the same matter: 


218) Yu, Ku-young 


Around Oct. 25 three Seoul Women's College students were 
detained and given summary court sentences for a demonstration 
on campus. One student who had gone into hiding gave herself 
up. This led to the detention of the famous writer Prof. Choi, 
Ok-ja and her husband, former editor Kim, Seung-kyoon. (See 
Writers and Journalists, event No. 10.) 


219) Kim, Soon-im 


220) Pak, Hi-ok 


221) Lee, Yun-sook 


Three SNU students were arrested and given summary court 
sentences of 25 - 27 days, related to the Seoul Women's Col- 
lege students! arrests and the Oct. 17 demonstration plans: 


222) Cho, Heung-sup 
223) Pyun, Jae-yong 
224) Pae, Kyu-shik 


On October 27, students of SNU and other universities re- 
ported how they had been tortured during their detention and 
investigation about the plans for the Oct. 17 demonstration 
against the Yushin System. 


On November 6 a demonstration begun by 1,000 Kyung Puk 
University students (this is the national government university 
in Taegu City, North Kyungsang Province), spread throughout 
the city and grew to about 5,000 persons, mainly students from 
universities. During fighting between students and police, the 
students threw stones and the police fired tear gas. A 
police box and several police cars were destroyed, and the chief 
of one police station was held by students for some time. 
Students occupied the room of the president of Kyung Puk 
University, and took over several police stations. Police 
reinforcements were brought in from several other cities. 
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The students issued two statements, which included demands 
for President Park, Chung-hee's resignation, abolition of the 
Yushin System and release of political prisoners. About 100 
persons were detained and 50 released later. The Taegu police 
chief was forced to resign. Taegu is the family home of 
President Park and many high-ranking officials of the Democratic 
Republican Party, and a traditional base of support for the 
party. This large anti-government demonstration, the first in 
years in Taegu, came as a ghock to them. 


As of November 23, nine persons had been given summary 
court sentences of 15 days: 


225) Chung, Ui-chul 
226) Ku, Ja-sook 

227) Lee, Choon-koo 
228) Lee, Chung-sook 
229) Lee, Hyun-sook 
230) Kim, Ki-oong 
231) Hwang, Jung-mo 
232) Lee, Won-kun 
23:) Suh, Sang-chin 
Twelve people had been given summary court sentences of 25 days: 
234) Kim, Sa-yul 

235) Lee, Sang-hoon 
236) Lee, Kun 

237) Kim, Yun-suk 
238) Lee, Keun-taek 
239) Kim, Sung-kon 
240) Ms. Shin, Ik-nam 
241) Cho, Sun-keun 
242) Pae, Chai-jin 
243) Pan, Chai-suk 
244) Cho, Yong-kwang 
245) Hwang, Chul-ho 
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Eleven Kyung Puk University students had been arrested: 


246) Choi, Yong-shik 
Oita Tus Sika tae 
248) Kim, Tong-ho 
249) Chang, Soo-won 


250) Kim, Pyung-ho, Se ae eae beaten severely in Taegu Prison 
(See event No. 69) 


251) Chun, Byung-ook 
252). Kim, In-jei - 
255) Kin; Jin-tuk 


254) Chun, Sang-soo 
255) Park, Sei-won 


256) Kim, Chang-soo 


Also detained were: 


257) Nam, Yung-soo 


258) Kim, Chin-sup, Korean Student Christian Federation 
chairman 


On" Nov. 9,; after’ a distribution of leatiets on “campus, a 


student of Korea University attempted suicide, not successfully, 


out of anger at the government and his school. He and three 
other students were detained: 


259) Lee, Myung-shik 


260) Lee, Kyung-jae 
261) Kim, Ha=rim 


These three were released Nov. 18. 


262) Um, Joo-oong, the student who attempted suicide, was 
arrested. 


Later, on Nov. 20, two more students were detained for 
questioning about the Nov. 9 demonstration at Korea University: 


263) Kim, Sung-soo 
264) Hong, Yong-whan 
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Two Korea University students were given extra sentences for 
in-prison demonstrations: 


265) Kim, song-man, arrested for a November 1977 incident, 1 
year extra 


266) Sul, Hoon, for a demonstration in prison Nov. 16, 2 more 
years in prison, 2 years loss of civil rights, sentenced Nov. 
23. He was previously sentenced to 5 years in prison, 5 years 
loss of civil rights, reduced by appeal court on Nov 8 to 25 
years in prison, 2% years loss of civil rights. 


On November 11, about 1,500 professors of universities and 
technical schools in Seoul were ordered to the National Theatre 
in Seoul, for a Report Meeting on the Situation of National 
Security. Prime Minister Choi, Kyu-ha and Education Minister 
Park, Chan-hyun spoke to the teachers. "Students are the 
masters of the future, not the present," the Prime Minister 
said. So the students have to study hard, and professors should 
create an environment for them to do this without being disturbed 
by "other things". This was interpreted as an indirect warning 
to the teachers to control student activities. The meeting 
may have been in reaction to the large student demonstration 
in Taegu on Nov. 6. 


On November 13, anti-government leaflets were distributed 
on SNU campus and three students were detained and arrested: 


267) Kim, Yong-hoon 


268) Lee, Pil-yul 
269) Chun, Yoon-bae 


The wife of a Japanese newspaper reporter was on the campus 
at the time and received one of the leaflets. Police demanded 
it but she refused. They followed her car to her house and 
forcibly took the leaflet. This event was reported in the 
Japanese press. 


On November 13 an additional sentence for an in-prison 
demonstration on Oct. 43 was given to: 


270) Yun, Sung-man, 2 years in prison and 2 years loss of 
civil rights. (Mr. Yun could not be identified by the end of 
Dec. 1978.) 


On November 24 an additional sentence for an in-prison de- 
monstration on Nov. 16 was given to an SNU student arrested in 
a printed matter distribution at Korea University: 


271) Kim, Chang-soo, 1 year in prison. This was in addition 
to his previous appeal court sentence of 2 years, and 2 years 
loss of civil rights. Also he is disqualified for any work 
for 2 years after release. 
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On Nov. 30, a Yonsei University student arrested for dist- 
ributing printed material, was formally charged: 


272) Sohn, Sang-kuk. 


On January 4, 1979, about 80 prisoners in Taegu Prison, 
North Kyung-sang Province, began a sit-in and hunger strike. 
As reported by family members who learned of the situation 
through visits, even sick prisoners were taking part. They 
issued 20 demands, including: — 


1. Immediately stop the beating of prisoners. 

2. Stop discriminatory treatment of prisoners jailed under 
Emergency Decree No. 9. (For example, serving them rotten 
food, refusing them vitamins, preventing them from buying 
extra food, and forbidding them the right to work in prison.) 
3. Dismiss the head of Taegu Prison. 

4. Stop the abusive use of language (in Korean and Japanese) 
by guards to political prisoners. 


The sit-in followed the particularly cruel treatment being dealt 
out to political prisoners and others in recent days. This 
included the severe beating of Kim, Pyung-ho, a student of 
K Puk University, and another person whose name was not 


‘immediately known, As a result of the protest, at least two 


prisoners, Mr. Kang, Ki-joong and another, had been moved to 
tiny, windowless "punishment cells". It was also reported, 

by a member of his family, that another student in Taegu Prison 
was not given any food for six consecutive days. 


The fast ended on Jan. 15, with none of the demands met. 
The prisoners requested that the KNCC Human Rights Committee 
take up the matter of abusive prison treatment, and protest it 
to the Ministry of Justice and others. 


On December 27, in the Presidential Inauguration Amnesty, 


a former Seoul National University student, 


273) ‘Paik, Ke-soon, was released. He had been serving a 23 
year prison term because of the Dec. 8, 1976 SNU demonstration. 


On January 10, 1979, about 50 prisoners in West Gate 
Prison, including Rev. Park, Hyung-kyu (see Church, event No. 
39) held a hunger strike on behalf of Rev. Moon, Ik-whan 
(see Church, event No. 35 for details). As punishment for this 
action, 13 were denied visiting privileges for an undetermined 
period; and 12 were transferred to eight other prisons. 


On January 20, 1979, about 30 students arrested because of 
the Sept. 13 demonstration at Seoul National University and the 
"non-demonstration" of Oct. 17, refused trial in protest against 
the intimidating atmosphere surrounding the Youngdeung-po court 
trial. They demanded a free environment for the trial. Young- 
deung-po court, since 1976, has restricted the number of obser- 
vers at trials by issuing only 2° or. 3° tickets: for the? use of 
the family or friends of each defendant. Everyone attending a 
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trial mist show identification and undergo questioning before 
entry into the courtroon. 


On this day the situation was even more oppressive than 
usual: most relatives and friends could not get near the court 
house; the road was blocked to the public; bus stop signs were 
moved so buses could not stop in the area; and taxis could not 
stop there. This situation was continuing as of Jan. 27, despite 
an appeal from the defence lawyers! group to end such illegal 
process. 


KE. CHURCH LEADERS, CLERGY AND CHURCH YOUTH 


On January 4, a member of the Executive Committee of the 
National Youth Association of the Presbyterian Church in the 
Republic of Korea (PROK) and 1977 graduate of Seoul National 
University (SNU), who was working for the Weekly Citizen, a 
weekly journal, was charged with spreading rumours in violation 
of Emergency Decree No. 9. He was supposed to have told a 
graduate student at Hankuk Theological Seminary about the death 
of a student during the Yonsei University demonstration in Oct. 


1977. 


1) Oh, Se-ku was sentenced July 28 to 10 months in prison and 
1 year loss of civil rights, with suspension of sentence for 
2 years; he was released. 


On February 6, three PROK Youth Association members were 
sentenced for their participation in a worship service in Sudo 
Church in Seoul on Dec. 18, 1977. They were taken from the 
front door of the church where they were rallying with banners 
and singing. 


2) Ki, Kil-dong, 5 years, reduced June 30 by the appeal court 
to 45 years imprisonment, 4 years loss of civil rights 


3) Kim, Myung-won, 4 years, reduced to 25 years imprisonment, 
2 years loss of civil rights. 


4) Kwon, Tae-ook, 25 years, reduced to 15 years imprisonment, 
1 year loss of civil rights, suspension of sentence for 2 years; 
released. 


On February 10, for criticizing the air raid drill practice 
on Dee 2191 Ts 


5) Rev. Lee, Hae-dong was sentenced to 29 days in prison. His 
appeal was still pending at the end of the year. Rev. Lee is 
a March 1, 1976 defendant, released in 1977. 


On Feb. 16, for a sermon at a revival meeting at a PROK 


church in South Cholla Province, in November 1977, in which he 
made comments about Korea's human rights situation and President 
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Park, Chung-hee. 


6) Rev. Koh, Young-keun, minister of the Presbyterian Church 
in Korea (PEK) was sentenced to 6 years in prison amd 6 years 
loss of civil rights, upheld by the appeal court July 13. He 
was indicted again August 30, for a sermon included in a book 
published late in 1977. That trial had not taken place by the 
end of the year. 


On July 8 a prayer meeting was held at Seoul Saemoonan 
Church (PCK) for Rev. In, Myung-jin and Rev. Koh, attended by 
about 1,000 persons, mostly workers and students. Outside the 
church, KCIA and other police stood shoulder-to-shoulder along 
the sidewalk, and the street was lined with 5 riot police buses, 
black sedans, jeeps and police cars. A few workers were 
detained afterwards, for singing on the way to the street. 


On Feb. 24, at the Friday prayer meeting, Quaker leader 
Ham, Sok-hon read the March First Democratic Declaration of 
1978, for the 60 persons who had signed it. Because of this, 
on February 25, 


7) Teacher Ham Sok-hon was detained, and released March 1; 
8) Rev. Moon, Ik-whan was detained, and released March 1. 


Teacher Ham was interrogated on July 18 about another 
statement he had read at a prayer meeting, and released. On 
Dec. 27, Inauguration Day, he was picked up at Kwangwha Moon 
and taken home and kept there. He was put under house arrest 
during the year at times of announced demons travions by students 
and on patriotic holidays. 


From Feb. 25 and 27, 80 persons including church and social 
leaders, were put under house arrest. This inconvenienced the 
March First Memorial Service by the Korean National Council of 
Churches (KNCC); some ministers could not attend their regular 
Wednesday church services. 


On February 27, the first of a lecture series on human rights 
sponsored by the Coalition for Human Rights Movement in Korea, ~ 
was held in the Christian Building. The lecturers were put under 
house arrest and prevented from attending: 


9) Chun, Kwan-oo, former editor-in-chief of Dong-A Daily News- 
paper 


10) Kim, Dong-kil, former professor, Yonsei University 
Two statements were read: "Our Human Rights Situation" and 


"A Declaration of the Human Rights of the Korean People". Two 
priests were detained: 


11) Fr. Lee, Jae-jung 


12) Fr. Oh, Tae~soon 
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They were released the next day, after interrogation. 


On March 1, because of a lecture given at a March 1 anniver- 
sary worship service, 


13 vPro Keim, Seung-hoon was detained and released the next day. 
Because of his March First Message of 1978, 


14) Rev. Kim, Kwan-suk, General Secretary of KNCC was asked to 
go to a police station where he was interrogated for several 
hours on June 7. 


On March 5, it was reported by his family that 


i>) > RevitKan Hi-nam, PROK minister from near Chunju, senten- 
ced under the Anti-Communist Law to 10 years in prison in 1977, 
because of his stance on human rights, had been severely beaten 
by prison guards in Kwangju Prison. He had been sitting in 

the wrong part of his cell during roll call. The prison offi-— 

Cials told him his attitude was bad, and beat him. Other young 
prisoners heard this and fasted in protest, and were also bea- 

ten. 


On March 16, for activities of the KNCC Human Rights 
Committee, 


16) Rev. Cho, Nam-ki, Chairman of the Committee, and 
17) Rev. Kim, Sang-keun, member of the Committee, 
were detained and interrogated and released two days later. 


On March 23, after describing the Dong-Il Textile Company 
workers! situation to his youth group at Hyang Nin Church, Mr. 
Kim, Byong-kon was arrested and charged on April 10 with sprea- 
ding rumours, under the Emergency Decree No. 9. He had been 
studying the attempts by workers to organize their own represen- 
tative unions at Samgosa, a printing company, and at Dong-Il, 
and the company management and government interference with 
these efforts. He was questioned about a publication entitled 
"Appeal by Dong-I1l Textile Company Trade Union". 


Mr. Kim had been imprisoned in the 1974 National Federation 
of Democratic Youth and Students (NFDYS) case, given the death 
penalty - later reduced to life, and released in the amnesty 
of-ep. 5, £9756 


18) Kim, Byong-kon, sentenced Aug. 25 to 4 years, reduced 
by the appeal court to 4 years in prison and three years loss 
of civil rights. An extra indictment was expected, related to 
his participation in a demonstration while in prison. 


On March 25, for distributing the poem "Flame of the Workers" 


at a mass in a Catholic church in Inchon, Mr. Kim, Bong-oo was 
held for interrogation by the KCIA. On April 9 he was arrested 
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and imprisoned, charged with spreading rumours under Emergency 
Decree No. 9. Mr. Kim had been imprisoned in 1976 for his 
participation in an unsuccessful Kyunghee University demonstra- 
tion, and was related to the NFDYS case. 


19) Kim, Bong-00, sentenced to 5 years in prison and 5 years 
loss of civil rights, on September 1; sentence reduced by appeal 
court on Jan. 26, 1979, to 3 years imprisonment and 3% years loss 
of’ civil rights. 


From April 14 to 18, students previously arrested and re- 
leased, including NFDYS prisoners, and violators of Emergency 
Decree No. 9, began a hunger strike at the home of poet Koh, 
Eun. They demanded that 1) Dong-Il Textile Company rehire fired 
labourers and stop oppression of the labour movement; 2) Kin, 
Byong-kon (event No. 11 above) and Kim, Bong-oo be released; 

35 all political prisoners be released; and 4) the government 
protect the basic rights of the people and stop oppression of 
these rights. 


On April 7 or 8, two students, members of Seoul's Cheil 
Church (PROK) whose minister is Rev. Park, Hyung-kyu, were 
detained by the KCIA. They had been active in the workers! 
class held by the church. In a recent class, printed matter 
including the document "Letter to the People" by former 
President Yun, Po-sun, which had been made public the year 
before, was handed out. One class member, unaware of this, 
told the KCIA she thought the class leaders were "spies". The 
young men were interrogated also about the poem "Flame of the 
Workers"; the KCIA was trying to discover the author. The 
church youth are: 


20) Park, Sei-hyun 


21) Chung, Chang-kyun 
They were released April 12. 


On April 19, families of prisoners went (early in the 
morning) for a worship service, to the grave of students killed 
in the 1960 Student Revolution. They left singing, with banners 
reading "Release the prisoners". 


In the resultant clash with police: 


22) Mme. Kim, Young-ja, wife of evangelist Lee, Hae-hak, 
(imprisoned for attempting to print and distribute the March l, 
1976 Declaration), fell and was kicked by police until she 

was unconscious. Taken to hospital, she regained consciousness 
several hours later. She was discharged May 1 still suffering 
from severe headaches. The hospital refused to grant the usual 
certificate of diagnosis after promising to do so. 


On June 2, at the Friday evening prayer meeting, Mme. Kin, 


Young-ja read a strong appeal for the release of her husband, 
who, along with Mr. Kim, Dae-jung, were the only March 1, 1976 
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defendants still in prison. Afterwards, several people were 
beaten by police for demonstrating outside the building. 


On June 24, at a Human Rights Coalition lecture, several 
family members bore banners with the names of political prisoners 
on them. Mme. Kim, Young-ja was helping hold one reading 
"Abolish the Yushin Constitution". On June 26 she was taken to 
East Gate Police Station and questioned. 


On Aug. 11 during a fast for prisoners of conscience held by 
members of their families to pray for their release in the Aug. 15 
amnesty, Mme. Kim, Young-ja, and Mme. Kim, Ok-shil, (wife of Rev. 
Kim, Kwan-suk - General Secretary of KNCC and mother of Kim, Ha-bom 
- imprisoned student of Hankuk Theological Seminary) lost conscious- 
ness and had to have intravenous feeding. They had been fasting 


Since Aug. 2. Mme. Kim, Young-ja's husband, evangelist 


23) Lee, Hae-hak, was released on Aug. 15. 
Kim, Ha-bom (see No. 21) was also released on that date. 


On April 26, two PROK Youth Council executive members, who 
had given leadership during the 1977 South Cholla area Lenten 
Prayer Meeting for Repentance, and been sentenced in September 
to l-year in prison.and-1 year loss of civil. rights for distri- 
buting printed matter, were released, having completed their 
terms. 


24) Abn, Chol, Chairman of the PROK Youth Council 


25) Lee, Chul-oo, evangelist. Mr. Lee was arrested again in 
August and imprisoned for his participation in the 1978 PROK 
National Youth Educational Assembly. (See event No. 37) 


On April 29, because of a welcoming service they organized 
for Ahn, Chol and Lee, Chul-o0, above, two evangelists were 
detained: 


26) Yun, Hong-sung 
27) Park, Tae-son 


They were released May 5. 


On May 12, a ‘minister was indicted under Emergency Decree 
No. 9, without being held in prison, for reporting the arrest 
(also under Decree No. 9) of some members of his church, mostly 
students, for distributing printed material at Pusan University 
on April 17. The minister was also charged with reporting the 
contents of the printed material. 


28) Rev. Choi, Sung-mook, minister of Pusan Chung PROK Church. 
He was interrogated again May 13 and 15. 


Rev. Choi was chairman of the organizing committee of Life- 


line, Pusan, but resigned to prevent the project's having any 
trouble. : 
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29) Rev. Yun, Ban-ung, a March 1, 1976 defendant, minister 
of Shin-Heung PROK Church in Seoul, was detained on May 29, 
interrogated all day and released, because of a statement by 
the Association of Former Prisoners for Restoration of Democracy 
(of which he is chairman), which he read at Dongdaemoon Catholic 
Church on May 16. On June 7 he was detained again for the same 
event. 


On June 15, Rev. Yun and 


30) Rev. Kim, Keum-dong, Secretary of the Human Rights Committee 
of the Unification Party, 


were interrogated under detention at East Gate Police Station 
until June 19, again about their participation in the May 16 
prayer meeting. 


On October 30, Rev. Yun, who is actually 75 years old (his 


. father registered his birth 6 years late) and therefore, by 


Korean law, not liable for imprisonment, was taken from his 
home at 11 p.m. because of his prayer at the Friday prayer 
meeting for Rev. Park, Hyung-kyu and Rev. Moon, Ik-whan. 


On November 4, Rev. Yun, Ban-ung was re-imprisoned without 


trial, by cancellation of the suspension of his sentence in the 


March 1, 1976 Declaration for the Democratic Salvation.of the 
Nation event. Rev. Yun had said that if he were put on trial 

he would testify about President Park, Chung-hee's past communist 
activities, reported in the Japanese press and other sources; 

the authorities! action thus avoided such a possibility. 


In late December, prison authorities notified Mrs. Yun 
that Rev. Yun was ill with high blood pressure (200/120) and 
diabetes, and had been admitted to the Anyang prison infirmary. 
She was allowed a visit Dec. 29, when she found him edematous 
and mentally confused. The Human Rights Committee of KNCC was 
trying to have him released. 


From. Jan. 15. to 19, 1979, the- Association of Families of 
Prisoners of Conscience held a sit-in demonstration in the 
offices of the National Council of Churches in Korea. They 
demanded the immediate release of Mr. Yun and Rev. Kang, Hi-nam 
(event No. 9), both of whom were very ill. They also appealed 
for the drastic improvement of the bad prison conditions under 
which many political prisoners were suffering. 


On the morning of Jan. 19, 67 persons including most of 
the participants in this demonstration, were placed under house 
arrest, which continued until late evening for many. This 
prevented them from attending the Friday prayer meeting; one 
who could not attend was the scheduled speaker. The police 
mobilization was about. twice as great as usual - as many as 50 
plainclothes police surrounded the outside entrance to the 
Christian Building, with another 30 or so in the lobby. Some 
had cameras, taking pictures of persons entering the building. 
Outside there were 43 riot police buses. 
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As of the end of January, none of the demands for improve- 
ment had been met. 


The Democratic Youth Coalition for Human Rights (Events Nos. 18-21) 


On May 12, the inaugural meeting for the Democratic Youth 
Coalition for Human Rights (DYC) was held after the Friday 
prayer meeting. The group is composed of persons dismissed 
from schools, and those who have served prison terms for poli- 
tical reasons. The Chairman is Chung, Moon-hwa, a former 
NFDYS prisoner. Advisors are: 


Sung, Nae-oon, former professor at Yonsei University (See 
Professors, event No. 15) 

Koh, Eun, poet (See Writers and Journalists, No. 4) 

Yun, Po-sun, former President of Korea (See Politicians, 
event No. 17) 

Chun, Kwan-oo, former Editor-in-Chief of Dong-A Daily News- 
paper 

Tji, Hak-soon, Catholic Bishop from Wonju 

Park, Hyung-kyu, Minister of Cheil PROK Church and Chairman 
of Church and Society Committee, KNCC 

Moon, Ik-whan, Minister, PROK; former professor at Hankuk 
Theological Seminary; and Bible translator 


On May 25, all six executive members of the Democratic 
Youth Coalition for Human Rights were detained by the KCIA and 
released late that day after being threatened, beaten and kicked, 
causing broken ribs and head injuries. The young people des- 
cribed the details of their treatment at the Friday prayer 
meeting (although they had been warned of worse if they told 
anyone), saying that the only way to stop such treatment was 
to report it publicly. Their statements’were taped by the 
Human Rights Committee of KNCC. The young people are: 


31) Chung, Moon-hwa, Chairman 
32) Moon, Kuk-ju 
33) Park, Kye-tong 
34) Kim, Hak-min 
35) Miss Pai, Kyung-soon 

On May 26, the advisors to the DYC issued. a statement 
protesting the detention and cruel treatment of the executive 
members. The statement pointed out that even while these young 
people were being beaten, President Park was telling visiting 
U.S. National Security Advisor Brzezinski that the human rights 


situation in Korea was "good". 


On June 22, following a garden party in honour of Rev. Moon, 
Ik-whan upon the publication of a book of his poetry, three 
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members of the DYC were arrested for refusing to show their 
identification cards to police upon leaving. They were sent to 
summary court and sentenced to 20 days, but asked for a formal 
trial. The summary court sentence was lifted June 30, after 
an extra sentence imposed by the judge. Trial was pending. 

The members are: 


31) Chung, Moon-hwa, Chairman (see above) 


34) Kim, Hak-min (see above) 


36) Suh, Won-suk 


On August 25, at the Friday prayer meeting to welcome pri- 
soners of conscience released in the August 15 amnesty, Mr. Yu, 
In-tae exposed the actual circumstances of the 1974 NFDYS 
(National Federation of Democratic Youth and Students) case. 

He explained how the government had fabricated a plot linking 
students to others accused as communists and to two Japanese 
reporters supposedly trying to instigate an uprising. He 
described how the KCIA tortured the youths, forcing them to make 
the false confession that a Japanese reporter (Tachikawa) had 
suggested the distribution of weapons to students by their 
leaders. The KCIA told the students, "This (forced confession) - 
is not to punish you. It is for our national movement against 


the Japanese." 


37) Yu, In-tae, a 1974 graduate of Seoul National University, 
convicted in the 1974 NFDYS case, released August 15, 1978, was 
taken to the KCIA for questioning on his disclosure on the 25th, 
and released on Aug. $l. 


In May previous to this, Mr. Yu's mother, Mme. Park, No-sook, 
had distributed a petition on behalf of her son. 


On July 14, the families of Kim, Chi-ha, Lee, Hyon-bae, 
Yu, In-tae, Lee, Kang-chul, Kim,Hyo-soon, and Chang, Young-tal, 
began a signature campaign for their release. Mr. Yu, Mr. Lee, 
Hyon-bae, and Mr. Kim, Hyo-soon, were released Aug. 15. 


From Aug. 1, some political prisoners were offered release 
if they would sign government-prepared "confessions" containing 
the statement that the NFDYS case was not fabricated, and ad- 
mitting contact with the two Japanese students charged in the 
case, and thus confessing a "relationship with communists". 


From Aug. 2, family members of prisoners of conscience be- 
gan a fast at the House of Daybreak, praying for their release. 


On August 30, 50 - 60 young people, mostly DYC members, 
held a meeting in Seoul's Anglican Cathedral, calling for the 
release of democratic persons. The meeting had been planned 
as a welcome for prisoners released August 15, but Yu, In-tae 
(avent No. 20) had been detained for his disclosure of the NFDYS 
case fabrication, on Aug. 25. After the meeting the young 
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people held a demonstration calling for the release of democratic 
prisoners, including Yu, In-tae, Police beat demonstrators 
brutally and detained 12 people including: 


38) Mme. Park, Yong-kil and 
8) her husband, Rev. Moon, Ik-whan, 


39) and 40) Mr. and Mrs. Lee, Hyon-bae 
Ape Nir aie Yang, Sung-o0o, wife of the poet, in prison 


42) Kim, Ha-bom, former Hankuk Theological Seminary student, 
released prisoner, son of Rev. Kim, Kwan-suk (General Secretary 
of KNCC) 


On Aug. 31, nine of the 12 were released. Three were given 
Summary court sentences of 25 days: 


43) Moon, Kook-chu 
44) Chang, Man-chul 


45) Park, Yon-ho 


Young people not arrested tegan a sit-in demonstration in 
Yu, In-tae's home. They prevented the KCIA from taking their 
chairman, Chung, Moon-hwa, and he went into hiding. 


On Sept. 19, Mr. Chung, Moon-hwa was detained by the KCIA, 
but his whereabouts was not known for 10 days. 


31) Chung, Moon-hwa, sentenced by summary court to 25 days. 
(See events Nos. 18 and 19) 


On June 4, released after more than 1 year in prison, when 
the Supreme Court did not uphold the appeal court's l-year sen- 
tence, was 
46) Chung, Myung-ki, evangelist, arrested because police claimed 
he had instigated a demonstration at Methodist Theological Semi- 
nary. 

On June 30, a secretary of Kwangju YWCA was detained in 


connection with the Chon Nam student demonstrations after the 
Chon Nam professors! "Our Guidelines for Education". She is: 


47) Ms. Kim, Kyung-chun, arrested July 8, released Aug. 23 
with a 2-year prison sentence, suspended for 2 years. 


On July 5, two other Kwangju YWCA secretaries were detained: 


48) Ms. Kim, Won-ja 


49) Ms. Ahn, Hi~ok 


They were released July 6. 
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On July 5 in Chunju, about 30 priests demonstrated at the 
Catholic Centre, protesting police and KCIA surveillance, 
especiglly around March 1, April 19 and June 26. Banners read, 
"Are Catholic priests Communist?", "We want direct Presidential 
elections" and "Invalidate the National Conference for Unifica- 
tion election". 


On July 6 there was a clash with police trying to arrest Fr. 
Moon, Chung-hyun. One priest, whose ordination day it was, 


50) Fr. Park, Jong-sang, was seriously injured. He was taken 
away in a police wehicle and dumped out onto the road. Another 
priest took him to the hospital unconscious. 


Four of six persons detained were released. Kept were: 
51) Fr. Moon, Chung-hyun, a March 1, 1976 Declaration defendant 


52) Fr. Lee, Soo-hyun 


They were released July 8. 


Meetings continued. On July 10 a mass at Choong Ang Church, 
with 500 present, called for justice and peace. After the mass, 
priests and others tried to join 20 priests demonstrating at 
the Catholic Centre, but were stopped by riot police. They 
began a peaceful march, but police started beating the people 
and pulling off the nuns! veils. 


53) Fr. Kang, Duk-haeng was beaten to unconsciousness, and 
admitted to hospital. 


On July 11, 40 priests began a fast at the Centre. Mass 
was held every night until July 18, attended by supporters 
including Cardinal Kim from Seoul. On July 17, about 3400 
Protestant ministers and church members demonstrated in front 
of the Centre, after a prayer meeting, in support of the priests. 


On July 14 and 17, the Chairman of the North Cholla Provin- 
cial Branch of the KCIA, the provincial Governor, and the Pro- 
vincial Chief of Police apologized to the priests. This was 
in response to the six demands of the priests: 


1. End the surveillance of priests. 

2. The Minister of Home Affairs should apologize publicly 
for the beating of the priests and for the injury and 
abandonment of Fr. Park. 

4. Stop the censorship and banning of Catholic Church 
publications. 

4. Punish Hong, Ji-young, who falsely accuses the Christian 
religion as communist (in books and pamphlets printed 
for free distribution by the government to labourers). 

5. Release arrested democratic persons including students, 
labourers, and members of the Catholic Farmers! Associa- 
tion. 

6. Stop the false labelling of JOC (Young Catholic Workers) 
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and UIM (Urban Industrial Mission) as communist. 
On Juin 6, 2in Chunju, 


54) Rev. Shin, Sam-sok was detained, interrogated, and released 
July 8, regarding the above priests! fast and demonstration in 
Chunju. . 


On July 28 the printer of the March 1, 1976 Declaration, 
arrested Jan. 23 after being in hiding since 1976, was sentenced 
under Emergéncy Decree No. 9: 


55) Park, Nam-su, 1 year in prison, 1 year loss of civil rights, 
upheld by the appeal court. Mr. Park is a former student of 
Hankuk Theological Seminary. 


On August 21 it was reported that evangelist 


56) Kim, Myong-su, in Taegu Prison, had become totally blind 
due to an eye disease. He was blind in one eye before entering 
prison, and the disease had now affected his other eye. His 
family had requested either his release or an operation in 
hospital. 


On October 3, at a meeting in Chamshil area of Seoul, 
sponsored by the Catholic Church, two statements were distri- 
buted to some of the 3,000 persons present: the "April State- 
ment" by Catholic priests, and the June 26 Chon Nam professors! 
"Our Guidelines fer Education". Police took three priests, 
including: 


57) Fr. Kim, Ki-sook of Andong, later released. 


On November 7, at a meeting of the Ecumenical Youth Council, 
the youth body of KNCC, a member prayed so movingly about social 
problems and human rights in Korea that almost all the 500 
participants wept. He was taken by police to Dongdaemoon Police 
Station (East Gate) for investigation, and at the end of the 
year was still in hospital, evidently suffering from mental ill- 
ness, as a result of his experience in detention. 


58) _Im, Jong-sool, of Kumho Cheil Church, President of the 
church's Young People's Association. He has been turned over 
to the prosecutor but not imprisoned on account of being in 
hospital. 


Also arrested at his home on November 9 was 


59) Pyon, Kwang-soon, from Kong Tok Methodist cet released 
on November HO. 


The Korean Citizens' Union for Democrac the October 1 1978 
People's Declaration, and Rev. Moon, Ik-whan (Events Nos. 31-36) 
From the night of July 4, as many as 80 persons, including 


ministers, priests, human rights leaders and members of the 
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Democratic Youth Coalition, were placed under house arrest. 
Some people were also detained at police stations; six were 
stall being held. om July 7: 


8) Rev. Moon, Ik-whan, March 1, 1976 defendant, poet, Bible 


translator, former professor of Hankuk Theological Seminary 
(See events Nos. 5, 21) 


60)" Rev, Paik, Yun=eulkc 





61) Hong, Nam-soon, released July 8 





62) Park, Min-ki, bettas 





63) Choi, Un-yong, ce aes 





64) Park, Choon-ku Kirst pe 





The reason for the arrests was thought to be a meeting planned 
for July 5 at the Christian Building to organize a national 
human rights group, the Korean Citizens' Union for Democracy. 
Also, July 6 was the Presidential election and July 7 was a 
Friday prayer meeting day. 


On July 10 a statement signed by 264 persons announced a 
new nation-wide organization for the recovery of democracy in 
Korea, the Korean Citizens' Union for Democracy. For several 
days before and after the announcement, many or the signers 
were detained and questioned by police and KCIA, in Kwangju 
and other areas as well as in Seoul. 


On July 14 the Coalition for Human Rights issued a statement 
in support of the new Citizens' Union and expressing concern 
about the Coalitionts Vice-president, Rev. Moon, Ik-whan, de- 
tained since July 53; his family did not know where he was. 


On July 17 some family members and friends began a fast at 
the House of Daybreak. On July 19, Rev. Moon was released. 
He had been kept in a hotel while under investigation. (See 
evente Nos¢: 5, 21, and: 3) 


On July 29 the Human Rights Committee of KNCC sent letters 
to the Minister of Home Affairs, the Seoul City Police Chief 
and 20 local police chiefs, protesting the massive house arrests 
of July 5 - 8. 


On October 11, about 30 policemen entered the Seoul Mission 
Education Centre of the Presbyterian Church in the Republic 
of Korea, and seized 20,000 copies of two documents: the October 


17, 1978 People's Declaration, calling for the abolition of the 


Yushin Constitution, and application forms for membership in 


the Korean Citizens' Union for Democracy. Two persons were 


detained: 


65) Chu, Jae-suh, a student, whose release was obtained quickly, 
that day or the next, and 
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66) Lee, Kyu-sang, General Secretary of UIM for the Presbyterian 
Church ROK. He was released Oct. 28, after 18 days. Another 
staff person went into hiding. 


On October 13, at the Friday prayer meeting, the October 17, 
1978 People's Declaration was distributed to some 500 persons 
present. It was signed by 500 people. 


On October 14 two people were detained: 


8.) Rev. Moon, Ik-whan, (see event Nos. 32 and others above) 


67) Rev. Keum, Young-kyoon, minister of the Presbyterian Church 
in Korea (PCK), who read part of the statement for Mme. Kong, 
Duk-kwi, when she was not feeling well and was having trouble 
seeing the small print. Rev. Keum. was released October 30. 


On October 20, four groups protested the massive house 
arrests around Oct. 17, and especially the detentions of Rev. 
Moon, Rev. Keum, Mr. Lee, Kyu-sang (see event No. 33) and 


68) Hwang, In-sung 
69) Park, Oo-sup 


The four groups were the Coalition for Human Rights, Association 
of Families of Prisoners of Conscience, Democratic Youth Coali- 
tion and Ecumenical Youth Council. 


On Oct. 23 the Committee for the Protection of Urban Indus- 
trial Mission of the PCK issued a statement protesting the long 
detention of Rev. Keum, Young-kyoon, General Secretary of thet 
Committee. 


On Oct. 24, members of the Families of Prisoners of Conscience 
began a sit-in demonstration at the home of Rev. Moon, Ik-whan, 
praying for the release of those detained. 


On Oct. 28 Rev. Moon, Ik-whan was formally charged in 
relation to the following: 


Ll... March.) 528976: Declaration 

2. Open Letter to President Carter, Feb. 18, 1978 

4. Orgarlization of the Korean Citizens' Union for Democracy 
As October 17, 1978: People's Declaration. 


He had been held at the Anti-Communist Investigation Bureau, 
was moved to the West Gate Police Station, and later to West 
Gate Prison. In December, it was learned that Mr. Moon would 
not come to trial, but that his March 1, 1976 sentence of 5 
years, suspended for his release Dec. 31, 1977, would be 


continued. He has just over 3 years of that sentence left. On 


Dec. 27 he began a fast, to pray more clearly. 


On November 24, 10 of the 18 March 1, 1976 defendants issued 
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a statement asking either the release of all the March 1 and 
other political prisoners, or their own return to prison. They 
presented their statement to the press and to the Ministry of 
Justice, saying that they had been used by the government for 
propaganda purposes and that the government had promised the 
release of all. students as well as Kim, Dae-jung and Kim, Chi-ha, 
the poet. Those persons had not been released, and Rev. Moon, 
Ik-whan, Rev. Yun, Ban-ung and many other people had recently 
been imprisoned. The statement was read at the Friday prayer 
meeting by Quaker teacher Ham, Sok—hon. 


On Jans 10; 1979, about 50 prisoners in West Gate Prason, 
including Rev. Park, Hyung-kyu, began a hunger strike to protest 
the conditions of imprisonment of Rev. Moon, who had been allowed 
to meet his lawyer only once since his imprisonment. In addition, 
he had not received any of his wife's letters. (Eventually these 
were all returned to her without ever reaching him.) The fast 
ended on Jan. 15, when 12 of the fasting persons were punished 
by being scattered to various other prisons. (See Students, 
event No. 71) 


On Jan. 16, lawyer Park, Sei-kyung, and: on Janel, Rev: 
Kim, Kwan-suk (General Secretary of KNCC) met Rev. Moon and Rev; 
Park, Kyung-kyu. They reported that Mr. Moon's health is not 
good, though he appeared surprisingly strong after his 22=<day 
fast. Both imprisoned pastors expressed deep concern about 
the situation of the students in prison. Mr. Moon ended his 
fast on Jan. 20, following the protest by the families of 
prisoners. (See event No. 17) 


On November 16, 


Mme. Kong, Duk-kwi, wife of former President Yun, Po-sun, and 
President of Korea Church Women United, was taken by police and 
questioned for 4 hours about her reading of the first part of 
the October 17, 1978 People's Declaration at the October 13 
prayer meeting, and the whereabouts of another person connected 
with that statement. (See Politicians, event No. 18) 


The PROK National Youth Educational Meeting (Events Nos. 37-38) 


On Aug. 14, the annual national meeting of PROK (Presbyterian 
Church in ROK) youth began in Chunju, attended by around 500 
young people including students. On Aug. 16, after an afternoon 
of free time, the young people began to head for Choong Ang 
Church in small groups for the Wednesday prayer meeting with 
other church members, planned as a prayer meeting for human 
rights. As they neared the church, some groups were singing 
and shouting. § Police tried to stop this activity -and. their 
rough treatment aroused the anger of the youth. In the resultant 
clash, 99 young people were detained and many injured. Others 
escaped into Choong Ang Church (150) and to Nammun Church 
(about 100) and began a sit-in demonstration. They issued a 
statement describing what had happened and their determination 
to struggle for the release of their companions. About 20 more 
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young people were arrested in front of Choong Ang Church on 
Avie 1S. 


Ministers who tried to negotiate the release of the youth 
were told by police that they would be released through police 
stations near their homes, but that 9 would be charged. The 
rest were released by Aug. 22. 


On Aug. 21, at Nammun Church, a prayer meeting for the re- 
lease of the young people was attended by about 150 ministers 
from all over the country, including national PROK Church offi- 
ecials. 


Church leaders tried to negotiate an agreement to stop 
retaliation against students who had attended the meeting, who 
had been detained or had participated in the sit-in. Already 
some students! participation had been reported to their univer- 
Sities and these students had been required to write statements 
of withdrawal from school. The youth agreed to end the sit-in 
with a prayer meeting at noon in Nammun Church on Aug. 22. 


Arrested and sentenced for their participation in the mee- 
ting were: 


70) Park, Jong-hoon, a 4th year student of Chon Puk University, 
now in the army. He was court-martialed, sentenced Sept. 8 to 
7 years in prison; on Dec. 8 this was reduced in appeal court 
to 2 years and 2 years loss of civil rights. 

tk) Choi, Kap-soon, former Chon Puk student, in the Defence 
Corps. He was sentenced to 10 years, reduced by the appeal 
court to 2 years in prison and 2 years loss of civil rights. 
12) Choi, Dongikeun, Defence Corps, 5 years reduced to 1 year 


in prison, 1 year loss of civil rights; sentence suspended 
Dec. 8, and he was released. 


73) Park, Sung-ku 
74) Yang, Sung-soo 
75) Chin, Chang-duk 


These three were given summary court sentences. 


76) Kang, Se-hyun (son of Rev. Kang, Hi-nam, PROK minister in 
prison under a 10-year sentence) 


25) Lee, Chul-oo, evangelist, released from prison this spring 
77) Kim, Pyung-min 
These young people's trial started in November. 


On September 4, 600 - 700 people, mostly youth and students, 
gathered for a prayer meeting in the Christian Building. They 
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were concerned about the continuing problem of the police and 
other authorities taking revenge on young people who had parti- 
cipated in the Chunju PROK Youth meeting. By Sept. 1, informa- 
tion had been documented on 37 students who had been forced to 
sign statements of withdrawal from school, prevented from 
registering, or expelled. Upon trying to register for the se- 
cond semester, some students were warned to choose between 
attending school and the PROK; Some high schools publicly 
announced that students were not to attend PROK churches. 


After the service, youth trying to demonstrate clashed with 
police, who then prevented anyone from leaving the building. 
The youths! banners read, "Stop suppression of religious activi- 
ties", "End retaliation against students in the Chunju incident" 
and "Release arrested students". Two student leaders were taken 
by police. The rest began a sit-in. Rev. Park. Hyung-kyu 
and other ministers tried to negotiate with the police. Finally 
the police agreed to 3 demands: 1) Police would take no more 
revenge on students in the Chunju case; 2) Students forced to 
drop out of school because of the Chunju incident would be 
allowed to return; and 3) The two student leaders would be 
released. So the sit-in ended around 10 p.m. 


On September 6, because of things he said at the Sept. 4 
prayer meeting for the Chunju PROK Youth meeting incident, 


78) Rev. Park, Hyung-kyu, minister of Seoul Cheil (First) PROK 
Church, was detained by Seoul City Police, Communist Investiga- 
tion Bureau. 


On Sept. 9 his home was searched and books and documents 
taken. 


On Sept. 12, the PROK Youth Association held a prayer mee- 
ting for human rights at Cheil Church, attended by about 300 
persons. They issued a statement demanding the release of Rev. 
Park, an end to revenge-taking on participants in the Chunju 
youth incident, especially the expulsion of students from uni- 
versities, and an end to the suppression of religious activities. 


On Sept. 13, Rev. Park was fermally charged under the Law 
Regarding Meetings and Demonstrations, for “agitating for a 
demonstration". This was his fifth time in prison as a result 
of his struggle for democracy and human rights. He was indicted 
Oct. 11 and sentenced Nov. 18 to ears in prison ears loss 
of civil rights. He filed an appeal to prevent his possible 
release in the Dec. 27 amnesty. During his trial he declined 
to answer questions, saying that "the questions are always the 
same". He explained past events and his motivation. He said 
he had written the March 1, 1978 Declaration because he could 
not stand outside quietly while students suffered in prison. 

He described how the authorities had not kept their promise 
not to carry out more retaliation against students who had 
attended the youth meeting in Chunju. 


Harlier this year, on April 17, Rev. Park had been interro- 
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gated regarding his writing of the March 1, 1978 Democratic 
Declaration. On Aug. 26 he had been interrogated by East Gate 
police regarding the KNCC statement on the election of delegates 
to the National Conference for Unification on May 18. 


On September 29, over 100 ministers and elders attending 
the 25th PROK General Assembly at Chodong Church in Seoul, 
demonstrated in front of the church to protest the government 
action of arrests and revenge against youth in the August Chunju 
meeting and the arrest of Rev. Park, Hyung-kyu and many other 
church members and leaders. 19 delegates were taken away by 
police and held until late afternoon. Meanwhile the remaining 
delegates demonstrated inside the church. The Assembly issued 
several statements related to human rights. 


On Oct. 21, the wife of Rev. Park, Hyung-kyu, 


Mme. Cho, Jung-ha, was taken to Dongbu Police Station and inter- 
rogated about her part in collecting signatures on the Oct. 17, 
1978 People's Declaration. Her home was searched again. (See 
UIM Staff event No. 6 on Sept. 22, when Mme. Cho was assaulted 
by police in the Christian Building. ) 


On Dec. 28, a member of the PROK (Presbyterian Church in 
ROK) Youth Association who had been in hiding since 1977 because 
of his participation in an Easter Day prayer meeting, 


79) Chung, Teung-ryong, was suddenly arrested. “He had been 
serving in the army for the past several months. Others arres- 
ted in this case had already finished their prison sentences 
and been released. 


On Janis Coen OL os 
7) Teacher Ham, Sok-hon, (See event No. 5) was interrogated 
at Dongdaemoon Police Station regarding two statements: one 


protesting the Dec. 12 election of National Assembly members, 
and one about the Presidential Inauguration Day amnesty. 


F. URBAN INDUSTRIAL AND RURAL MISSION STAFF 


In mid-April, two members of the Choon Chun Catholic Farmers! 


Association were arrested under Emergency Decree No. 9, for their 


activities for farmers! rights. They are: 


1) Chung, Sung-hon 


2) Yu, Nam-sun 


Both were sentenced to 5 years in prison and 5 years loss of 
civil rights; appeal court hearing began in November. 


- 101 - 


On May 16, at a prayer meeting for labourers, farmers, and 
Rev. In, Myung-jin, (see event No. 2) at Dongdaemoon Catholic 
Church, about 1000 people protested the arrest of Rev. In, 
the investigation of the Youngdeung- po Credit Union, and the 
arrest of labourérs and staff related to the Choon Chun Catholic 
Farmers! Association. The participants protested the government 
accusations against URM groups as ‘communist, demanded release 
of prisoners including labourers, farmers and students, and the 
guarantee of freedom'of the press, the basic rights of workers, 
and an end to the suppression of the church's mission. The 
Catholic Farmers! Association gave leadership resulting in a 
partial solution to the Sweet Potato problem in Kwangju. Other 
prayer meetings have been held to help raise the public conscious- 
ness about farmers! problems. 


A Catholic Farmers! Association staff member who read the 
report of the arrest of the above two staff members at the 
prayer meeting was arrested and tried. He is: 


3) Park, Myung-keun, sentenced to 4 years in prison and 4 years 
loss of civil rights, but released in November. 


On May 1, police searched the office of Youngdeung-po UIM, 
took the records and money of the Credit Union and many other 
documents related to labour disputes, and detained and questioned 
three staff members. Arrested, prosecuted for a sermon quoting 
Hosea, and sentenced on Oct. 28 was: 


4) Rev. In, Myung-jin, 1 year in prison, 1 year loss of civil 
rights. He was released November ll. 


Also detained and questioned: 
5) 2 Rey. Cho, Ji-song, not held; fined, appeal pending. 


6) Ms. Kim, Soo-boon, Chairperson of the Credit Union, fined, 
appeal pending. 


On May 24, tax and fine notices were served on the UIM. 
Taxes made up just over 25% of the total of 20,358,932 won. 


On June 5, taxes were paid with borrowed money. The UIM 
is appealing for a court trial related to the 15 million won 
fine. The credit union money saved by the workers has not 
been returned. 


On June 13, the Australian missionary working in the Young- 
deung-po UIM, Mr. Stephen Lavender, was ordered to leave the 
country. Government officials said his activities were politi- 
cal, not missionary work. His expulsion along with the seizure 
of the credit union money and records, and the taxes and fines, 
were interpreted as attempts to destroy the urban industrial 
mission work of the church. 


On June 17, Stephen Lavender was deported from Korea. Unof- 
ficial reasons for his expulsion, according to the KCIA, were 


- 102 - 


that he attended prayer meetings for workers and political 
prisoners, that ‘his work with labourers was political, and that 
he wrote letters about the labour situation in Korea. At the 
airport, over 50 people, ineluding workers who were members of 
UIM, gathered quietly to wish him farewell. Dozens of riot and 
other police surrounded the group and at the end, rushed him 
out. 


In mid-August, $60,000 in project funds sent by the German 
Church in April to Youngdeung-po UIM, were traced to the Cho- 
Heung Bank, which was earning interest on the money instead of 
notifying the UIM of its arrival. 


In December, another staff member of Youngceung-po UIM was 
undergoing trial, because she requested a formal trial rather 
than a summary court sentence for charges brought against her 
as a result of her attendance at the Sept. 22 prayer meeting 
in the Christian Building. 


7) Ms. Chung, Kang-ja, trial not completed by December. 


A. On May 19, delegates to a Joint Korea-Japan Urban Rural 
Mission Consultation returning to Japan were searched, interro- 


gated, and had many documents seized or romoved from their }fag- 
gage. 


On May 22, Rev. Cho,;Seung-hyuk and Rev. Kim, Duk-jae of the 
KNCC. staff were questioned by the KCIA about the URM conference 
and the documents taken at the airport. 


Bie On August 24, Mrs. Lee, So-sun (see event No. 6); mother of 
Chun, Tae-il, who martyred himself for better working conditions 
for Peace Market workers, and who had herself become the leader 
of the Workers' Classroom in the Peace Market, was released from 
prison after a year's confinement. She was indicted for spea- 
king the truth out loud, while attending the trial of a young 
person. 


on On September 22, about 600 persons attended a_prayer meeting 
for workers at the Christian Building in Seoul. Dong-I1 Textile 
Company workers enacted a drama depicting their struggles, and 
this was climaxed by their emotional shouting of slogans. The 
police, who were massed in the lobby of the building, ready for 
action, reacted to this with extreme violence, beating men and 
women severely and indecently assaulting the women. This vio- 
lence has been reported in detail elsewhere. 


That evening, 31 persons were detained, and from Sept. 28 
to Oct. 2, 12 more. The following persons were given 15 to 
20-day summary court sentences: 


8 Suk, Chung-nam LS Ahn, Soon-ae 

9 Kim, Yong-cha 14 Cho, Hyo-soon 
10 Choi, Yun-pong HL) Chon, Chang-soon 
it Im, Sun-in 16 Lee, - Hyang—cha 
r2 Ahn, Tong-soon 7] Kim, Young-soon 
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The following persons were given 15 to 29-day summary court 
sentences: 


18 Song, Chae-tuk Ze Chun, Soon-ok 

LO Yu, Char-nam oo Kim, Pong-joon 

if Chung, Kang-ja 24 Chung, Seung-nam 
20 Hwang, Young-hwan 25 Pak, Sung-in 


2 Chang, Hyun-sung 


Mrs. Lee, So-sun and 6 others were held for 2 to 3 days and 
then released. 


26) Lee, So-sun 
aT Cho, Jung-ha, wife of Rev. Park, Hyung-kyu 
28 Pak, Jong-kwan 


29) Pak, Yong-suh 
30) Ahn, Kwang-soo, Director of Kyungsoo UIM (Methodist) 


a Chin, Suk-hwan 
name not known 


Four persons were detained from Sept. 22 to Oct. 7. . They 
are: 


a Rev. Cho, Hwa-soon, Director, Inchon UIM (Methodist) 

34 Ms. Lee, Chong-kak, former Chairperson of Dong-Il Textile 
workers! union 

a Mr. Lee, Chang-shik, staff, Inchon UIM (Methodist) 

36) Mr. Kwon, Oon-sang, member of the Unification Socialist 
Party 


Some of those named above are among those who reported 
injuries: 


Mme. Cho, Jung-ha was punched, kicked, pulled by the hair, held 
by arms and legs and, while being pulled down stairs, indecently 
assaulted. Rev. Cho, Hwa-soon was put into the police bus 
unconscious from ‘repeated blows to the head. Rev. Ahn, Kwang- 
soo wag knocked down by kicks to the thighs. Mr. Pak, Yong-suh, 
a worker in the Wonpoong Textile Co., suffered broken ribs from 
kicks and was ddmitted to the Police Hospital. Mr. Pak, Sung-in, 
expelled student from Hankuk Theological Seminary, had a tooth 
broken. Mr. Kwon, Oon-sang had severe injury to an eye from a 
kick. Two elder ministers received severe bruises. They are: 


37) Rev. Yun, Ban-ung 
38) Rev. Moon, Ik-whan 


Many of the young women workers and staff reported indecent 
assault before and after arrival at the police stations. 
Several workers reported being beaten until they agreed that a 
certain person had shouted that President Park was a communist. 
That young man was arrested and tried quietly without the know- 
ledge of the Human Rights Office. He is a JOC member. 


39) Kim, Joo-ho, sentenced in December to 4(5) years in prison. 
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On October 19, after the sentencing trial of four Dong-Il 
workers (See Workers and Farmers, event No. 6), there was a 
Clash with police over a camera. Four persons who tried to 
prevent the police from confiscating the camera were detained, 
including: 


40) Mr. Park, Chum-yong, staff of Amnesty International, Pusan 
Branch. 


41) Mr. Park, Sang-do, General Secretary of Pusan UIM Committee, 
who was formally.charged on Oct. 24 with “interference with the 
carrying out of duties by ‘public officials", and released Nov. 
143, under a "suspension of indictment". 


Catholic priests and Protestant ministers held a joint prayer 
meeting Oct. 19 protesting the incident, and Rev. Cho, Hwa-soon 
filed legal charges against 20 policemen of the Suh Pu Police 
Station for violence, illegal detention, and "special robbery". 


33) Rev. Cho, Hwa-soon (See events Nos. 6 and 7) who had 
been detained for over two weeks after the Sept. 22 incident, 
who had worked with Dong-I1l workers and cared for fired workers, 
was arrested by police in Pusan for remarks critical of the Pusan 
judge who had sentenced the Dong-Il workers on Oct. 19. Although 
formally charged under the 9th Decree on Nov. 15, she was not 
indicted until the third week in December. Prayer meetings were 
held in Pusan for her, many workers going from Seoul (from 
Inchon, Rev. Cho's home and place of work) to attend. 


On January 25, 1979, many persons travelled from Seoul to 
Pusan to attend Rev. Cho's first trial. As this was near the 
Lunar New Year, getting transportation was very difficult, so 
they were greatly disappointed when the trial was suddenly post- 
poned. The reason for the postponement, according to the 
authorities, was that the judge had realized only the day before 
that his name was in the indictment, so he could not legally 
hear the case. No attempt was made to inform Rev. Cho's family 
or friends of the delay in advance of their coming. Persons 
who met Miss Cho briefly on this day said she expressed deep 


“concern over the desperate situation of the fired Dong-I1l 


Textile Company workers. 


G. WORKERS AND FARMERS 


On January 21, labourers of the Aria Musical Instrument 
Company in Taegu held a sit-in demonstration at the home of the 
company vice-president, in protest against low wages and the 
use of violence by the staff against the workers. Arrested 
were: 


1) Chung, Jae-jong, Chairman of the local labour union 


2) Kwon, Tak, Vice-Chairman 
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3) Park, Du-hwan, member 


4) Lee, Sung-yul, member 
5) Shin, Young-ku, member 


On January 27, wives of miners of the Ham Tae Mine in 
Kangwon Province protested against irregularities in the election 
of the Chairman of the local labour union. Arrested under 
Emergency Decree No. 9 and laws related to demonstrations were: 


6) Choi, Mu-jip, Chairman of the local union 


7) Yoon, Jun-lak, member 
8) (Mrs) Kim, Duk-nyo, wife of member Jong, Hi-rak 


On February 9, five workers from the Peace Market who 
demonstrated in September 1977 against the arrest of their men- 
tor, Mrs. Lee, So-sun (mother of Chun, Tae-il, who martyred 
himself for the workers), and against the forced closing of the 
workers! classroom, were sentenced to prison terms ranging 
from 14 to 3 years, later reduced by the appeal court as 
follows: 


9) Kim, Chu-sam, labour union member, 1-14 years © 


10) Shin, Kwang-yung, member, 1-14 years 


11) Ms. Shin, Soon-ae, member, 14 years, suspended for 3 years, 
released. 


12) Ms. Lee, Sook-hi, member, 14 years, suspended for 3 years, 
released. 


1) Met Im, Mi-kyung, member, previous 14 years, suspended for 
3 years sentence upheld, released previously on Feb. 6. 


On February 21, hired gangsters invaded the office of the 
local labour union at the Dong-Il Textile Company in Inchon, 
destroyed furniture, threw human excrement at union members who 
had come to vote, rubbing it into the hair, ears and mouths of 
women members, and caused injury to about 70 women workers. 

The election was declared illegal by the government-controlled 
National Textile Union and the local leaders were dismissed, 
destroying the local. 


On March 10, Labour Day, hundreds of workers including 
Dong-I1l workers protested the suppression of unions. 431 workers 


were arrested, and 4 given summary court sentences of 2 tO Z 


weeks. 


Throughout March about 120 workers, joined by UIM and JOC 
staff and members, ministers, priests, and former Dong-A News- 
paper reporters, held hunger strikes in Inchon and Seoul. On 
March 20, 300 workers demonstrated in the Christian Building, 
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asking that their situation be reported in the news media. The 
police intervened, using violence. Among the injured, one girl 
had to be hospitalized. 


On April 1, 126 workers were fired by Dong-Il Co. because 
of their demonstration by fasting and their absence from work. 


On April 26, 65 of the fired workers demonstrated in the 
factory against union elections arranged by management. Riot 
police detained and questioned the 65 workers. Arrested and 
tried were: 


14) Lee, Chong-kak, 10 months, suspended for 2 years 
15) Kim, In-sook 10 months, suspended for 2 years 
Arrested and tried but not in custody were: 


16) Choi, Myung-hi, 8 months, suspended for 2 years 


17) Choi, Yun-pbong, " etn 
18) Chu, Song-ja " catce 


19) Kim, Yon-shim 


20) Ahn, Sun-ae 


21) Suk, Chung-nam " hs 2h 


These eight persons were released upon sentencing, on Sept. 12. 
After their trial on July 18, fired workers protested against 
the testimony of other workers brought by the company to testify 
for the prosecution. After a clash with police, 14 workers were 
detained, and_7 arrested and sentenced by summary court to 7 to 
20 days in prison. 


On March 26, at an Easter Sunrise Service on Yuh-ui Do, 
six women workers attempted to air their grievances oyer the 
microphone. Their requests were: guarantee the three basic 
rights of workers - the right to organize, the right to bargain 
collectively, and the right to collective action; resolve the 
Dong-I1l workers! problem; and recognize that UIM and JOC are not 
communist. 


Arrested and sentenced to l-year prison terms were: 
22) Kim, Hyun-sook, Namyong Nylon Co. 
23) Chin, Hye-ja, Namyong Nylon 
24) Chang, Nam-soo, Wonpung Textile Co. 


25) Chung, Myung-ja, Dong-Il Textile Co. 
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26) Kim, Bok-ja, Samwon Textile Co. 
27) Kim, Chung-ja, Pangrim Textile Co. 


At the appeal court these sentences were suspended for 2 years 
and the 6 women released September 16. Although it was a 
regular criminal court trial, observers were limited to 30 by 
using tickets. The courthouse was surrounded by hundreds of 
police and buses were not allowed to stop nearby. One person 
was still being sought and two were detained and questioned, 
accused of instigating the protest: 


26) ecChun: Tae-sam, Chairman of the Organization Department of 
Peace Market Trade Union, and brother of Chun, Tae-il 


29) In, Jae-kun, staff of Inchon UIM 


On May 15, 7 women distributed a statement in Pusan, protes- 
ting the candidacy of Kim, Young-tae for the Conference for 
National Unification. Kim, head of the National Textile Union, 
had been criticized by workers for failing to represent their 
needs. The women reported that they were beaten and tortured 
at the time of their arrest. 


Detained until their release on July 7 were: 


30) Chang, Chun-ye, JOC member 
31) Chung, In-sook JOC Chairperson 


Five fired Dong-Il workers were tried for violation of the 
Election Law and sentenced on Oct. 19 as follows: 


18) Chu, Song ja, 1 year 

32) Kim, Ok-sup, 8 months 

33) Kong, In-sook, 8 months 

34) Kwon, Poon-lan, 6 to 8 months 
35) Park, Yang-soon, 6 #3 8 months 


On April 24, from 6 p.m., about 300 young farmers demonstra- 
ted in Kwangju. They were among a group of 700 persons atten- 
ding a meeting about the 1977 Sweet Potato Incident (when the 
government broke its promise to buy and the produce rotted). 
Although confronted by riot police, they continued until mid- 
night and then held a hunger strike in a Roman Catholic church 
all night. Two persons were detained. The demonstration 
continued until May 2. The farmers demanded compensation for 
last year's loss, independence from the government-controlled 
agricultural co-operatives, and release of persons detained 
during the protest. As a result, three detained members of the 
Catholic Agricultural Committee were released and the farmers 
received compensatjon. 
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On March 30, six UIM workers in Chungju ended a 15-day 
hunger strike upon receiving the severance pay due them from 
their companies. seven other workers continued fasting until 
after June 21. They included farmers whose land had been 
illegally sold, a person injured when shoved off a bus by the 
conductress and a person whose father died under suspicious 
circumstances. 


Serious questions were raised about the apparent suicide of 
the 20-year-old son of Rev. Chung, Jin-dong, UIM minister in 
Chungju. The boy had sufferdd in school because his father was 
called a communist, but he recorded his pride for his father 
and the UIM staff in his diary shortly before his death. From 
about one month before he died, he began coming home drunk and 
talked of riding a motorcycle. Since only police have motor- 
cycles in Chungju, it was suspected the police might have given 
him alcohol. He had been drinking just before taking the medi- 
cine that caused his death. Rev. Chung had been threatened that 
something might happen to his family if he didn't stop his work 
with labourers. 


On June 3, 21 workers of the Jinro Wine and Spirits Company 
in Youngdeung-po were fired, allegedly for instigating a strike 


from April 29 to May 3, for higher wages. AI} 21 were UIM men- 
bers. The company had been harassing workers to prevent them 
from attending UIM, and had given them Hong, Ji-young's book 
which accuses UIM of being communist. 


Early in May a woman worker, whose name was not known, was 
arrested, accused of putting foreign matter in wine. It was 
thought she might have been angry at the company's harassment 
of workers. 


On June 4, 17 workers at the Hai Tai Biscuit Company in 
Youngdeung-po ended a fast they began in protest against being 
transferred to other departments, which would mean a reduction 
in pay of 15,000 won a month. Most of the 50 workers to be 
moved were UIM members. The company apologized and promised 
to maintain the wage level of the transferred workers. 


In mid-June, three workers were fired from the Taehyup 
Company, a major supplier to Mattel, Inc., for missing an 
evening's work to attend night school. Two were members of 
Kyungsoo UIM. 


On July 8, the printer of a statement related to the series 
of demonstrations, protests, and prayer meetings in support of 
the Chon Nam University professors! statement "Our Guidelines 
for Education" (see Professors, event No. 6) was arrested and 
sentenced as follows: 


36) Chun Ho-chul, printer, 2 years in prison, 2 years suspen- 


sion of civil rights, sentence suspended for 4 years; released 
AUG 8 2 
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On August 25, workers heard a detailed report, including 
statements from the family, and discussed the suspicious circum- 
stances surrounding the death of Mr. Im, Sok-chul, a worker at 
the Nong Shim Ramyon Company, belonging to the Lotte group. 


At a SepteMber 22 prayer meeting in the Christian Building, 
many workers suffered injury from violence used by police, in 
the auditorium, during their removal to the police stations, 
and during detention. (See Urban Industrial and Rural Mission 
Staff, event No. 6 and supporting documents on torture). 


H. OVERSEAS TRAVEL RESTRICTION 


(For a general explanation of restrictions on travel abroad 
by Korean citizens, see General Analysis of the Korean Human 
Rights Situation, Part I.) 


A. October 1978 - Delegates to the Asian Ecumenical Women's 
Assembly from Church Women United in Korea were very much incon- 
venienced becguse security clearance by police and KCIA was 
delayed until very late (four days before departure). It takes 
about a week to get a passport after the security clearance is 
finished. The application for security clearance had been made 
two months before the departure date. The procedure should 

take only one month according to government regulations. 


B. Ms. Lee, Moon-oo and Ms. Shin, Hye-soo, two of the seven 
delegates, did not get passports because the Ministry of Educa- 
tion refused clearance without giving any reason. 


Former Professor Han, Wan-sang, Consultant to the Christian 
Literature Society in Korea, had his passport application re- 
jected seven times. 


A. September 1977 - Prof. Han was invited to be an exchange 
professor at Kansas University. The Ministry of Culture and 
Information withdrew its recommendation. 


B. October 1977 - Prof. Han was prevented from attending the 
Churches! Commission of Participation in Development, World 
Council of Churches. He is a regular member of the Commission. 
The Ministry of Culture and Information (MCI) withdrew its 
recommendation. 


C. Oct. 1977 - Prof. Han could not attend the Korea-US NCC. - 
Consultation (National Council of Churches) because the KCIA 
did not grant him security clearance. 


D. June 1978 - Again Prof. Han was prevented from attending 


the CCPD meeting, held in Bulgaria, when the Foreign Ministry 
did not issue his passport. 
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EK. Prof. Han could not travel to Hong Kong for the meeting of 
the International Affairs Committee of Christian Conference of 
Asia (CCA), of which he is a member. The MCI withdrew its 
recommendation. 


FF. The MCI again withdrew its recommendation, so Prof. Han 


was not able to attend the World Mission Conference in Australia. 


G. November 1977 - Prof. Han was prevented from travelling to 
Japan to attend the Korea-Japan Church Symposium, when KCIA 
security clearance was not given. 


A. August 1977 - Rev. Whang, Kyu-rok, on the staff of Korean 
National Council of Churches, was not granted security clearance 
by the KCIA, so could not attend the WCC Youth Leadership 
Conference in Geneva. 


B. July 1978 - Rev. Whang was prevented from travelling to 
Japan for the Korea-Japan Youth Consultation, when the MCI with- 
drew its recommendation. 


July 1978 - Mr. Sun Hae-yong, on the staff of the Youth 
Department of PROK eee Church in the Republic of Korea) 
was prevented from attending the same Korea-Japan Youth Consul- 


tation, by withdrawal of the MCI recommendation. 


Mr. Choi, Ui-kwal, a Christian journalist, was prevented from 
attending the same consultation, in the same manner. 


Mr. Im, To-hyun, member of Ecumenical Youth Council (EYC) was 
likewise prevented from attending the above consultation. 


‘November 1977 - Rev. Moon, Yong-oh, pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church in Korea (PCK) was not given KCIA security clearance 


so could not participate in the Korea-Japan Church (NCC) Consul- 
tation. 


Likewise, the following persons were prevented in the same 
manner from attending the Consultation: 


Prof. Kim, Yong-joon, of Korea University 


Rev. Ahn, Kwang-soo, staff of Urban Industrial Mission (UIM) 


Mr. Ahn, Jae-oong, General Secretary of Korean Student Christian 
Federation (KSC) 


Mr. Song, Jin-sup, Chairman of EYC 
Rev. Park, Kwang-jae, pastor of PROK Church 
Rev. Yang, Kyo-chul, pastor of PROK Church 


Rev. Choi, Sang-bong, Methodist pastor. 
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November 1977 - Mr. Park, Sei-kyung, lawyer, was prevented from 
travelling to Japan for the Church Symposium on the Legal Status 
of Koreans in Japan. He was not granted security clearance by 
the KCIA. 

Prof. Tak, Hui-joon, of Sungkyunkwan University 

Fr. Lee, Jae-jung, Episcopal priest 


Ms. Nah, Sun-jung, General Secretary of PROK Women's Division 


Ms. Chun Suk-soon, General Secretary of Methodist Church 
Women's Division 


Ms. Lee, Moon-oo, General Secretary, Church Women United 

Ms. Chin, Sun-ja, Mothers! Division of Episcopal Church 

Mr. Han, Seung-hun, lawyer 

Rev. Park, Hyung-kyu, PROK pastor, could not take part in the 
Korea-US NCC Consultation. He was not given KCIA security 
clearance. 

Ms. Kon Duk-kwi, Chairperson, Church Women United, was also 
prevented from travelling to the US for the Korea-US Consulta- 
tion. 

November 1978 - Rev. Oh, Choong-il, pastor of the Evangelical 
Church, could not travel to Germany for the Korean-German Church 
Consultation. He was refused KCIA security clearance. 

August 1978 - Dr. Moon, Dong-whan, former professor of Hankuk 
Theological Seminary, was denied KCIA security clearance so 
could not go to the US for a conference. 

Dr. Suh, Nam-dong, former professor of Yonsei University 

and 

Prof. Lee, Oo-jurg, formerly of Seoul Women's Coklege 

were not given security clearance to travel abroad for meetings. 
Mr. Kang, Moon-kyu, General Secretary of the National YMCA in 
Korea, was not permitted to go to Singapore to attend the CCA 
meeting. The MCI withdrew its recommendation. 

A. ‘August 1978 - Dr. Kim, Yong-botk, Director of Christian 
Institute for Research and Study, was unable to travel to Swit- 


zerland, by refusal of KCIA clearance. 


B. September 1978 - Dr. Kim was not given security clearance 
to go to the Philippines for a meeting. 


Mr. Sohn, Hak-kyu, on the staff of KNCC 
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Rev. Huh, B -sup, General Secretary of Korea Mission for 
Community Organization, and 


Rev. Cho, Chi-song, UIM pastor 
were not permitted to travel abroad for meetings. 


Prof. lee, Hyo-jae, of Ewha Women's University, was stopped 
at the airport as she was about to depart for abroad, to attend 
an ecumenical conference on theology. 


SOLS = 


alti o 


Keen pares, ‘Chrihio mare aha 


a 
- 
aa 


ses sas eee, neti ve VEG. A, a ee ork oe 


» 


aiareats anit fea ie ter 
vies BLO we, we ‘ Bio aaa” 


‘ 


* 


abs we nec SO Rget 


pent: iain 


ens! men 


bo Ae ee a cai eA Be a notte son phils ee 
Pweg: 3 pe OS bs 24 SA Bare ead 


cok 


Ne cs 


es ss So aia 


i ae ie coe hid se fe 


hen tae sie RENE SH: to Sh hee pint et eae sie " 


ee aie aes WERT ale tan: gy FS SRE oe ie ee 
waieg vis Grea ee genge: a re aeCiasee “eS. 2 tee et Be ee ane 


Pec ax Pees 
ee Daa ree gee 
Bm: a eee “ | : 


pear a a eu oo ae a 





PREVIOUS ISSUES OF CCIA BACKGROUND INFORMATION 


Sihialeleavaelkaolke 


1977/No al; The mounting prospects of nuclear war 
(English, French, German, Spanish) 

1978/No. 1 WCC Statements on Disarmament 
(English, French, German, Spanish) 

1978/No. 2 Report of the Consultation on Militarism 
(English, French, German, Spanish) 

1978/No. 3 The Horn of Africa, Ninan Koshy 
(English) 

1978/No. 4 Report of the Conference on Disarmament 
(English, French) 

1978/No. 5 Reflections on Terrorism in Italy, Mario 
Miegge (English) 

1978/No. 6 Ecumenical Presence at the United Nations 
Speeial Session on Disarmament 
(English) 

1978/No. 7 N.I.1.0. Towards a New International 
Information Order, Cees Hamelink 
(English) 

1978/No. 8 The Need for an International Convention 


Against Torture, Hans Thoolen 
(English, Spanish) 


PREVIOUS ISSUES OF CCIA NEWSLETTER 


still available 


1976/No. 3 Statements and Resolutions on Matters of 
International Concern, adopted by the 
Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches, 10 - 18 August 1976 
(English, French, German) 


1976/No. 4 Human Rights, Post-Assembly Follow-up 
(English, French, German) 


1977/No. a The XXXI Session of the United Nations 
General Assembly - Report of an Ecumenical 
Team, Victor Hsu 
(English) 


BACKGROUND INFORMATION is an occasional publication 
of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of 
the World Council of Churches, under the general editorship of 
Erich Weingartner, Executive Secretary. Its purpose is to 
provide for churches and church-related institutions and indi- 
viduals a variety of background documentation and analyses on 
current issues of importance to the international ecumenical 
community. The views expressed do not necessarily reflect 
positions taken by the WCC or the CCIA. Unless otherwise — 
indicated, copyright of each BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
resides with the CCIA/WCC. Permission to reprint in whole or 
in part the content of this issue is granted free of charge on 
receipt of written notice, provided source is clearly indicated | 
and excerpts are not taken out of context. Individual copies and 
subscriptions are sent on the basis of voluntary contributions. 
Bulk orders are billed on the basis of length of each publi- 
cation, at an average of Swiss Francs 3.00 per copy. The 
CCIA/WCC encourages the widest possible distribution of 
oe issue of BACKGROUND INFORMATION. , 


: Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 
of the World Council of Churches: 


Central Office — | _ UN Headquarters Liaison Office 


150 route de Ferney — | 777 United Nations Plaza 
- 1211Geneva20 ‘New York, N.Y. 10017 
Switzerland oO nee | 
~ Fel: (022) 98 94 00 | Tel: (212) 8675890 


| Cable: OIKOUMENE GENEVA Cable: OIKOUMENE NEW YORK 
Telex : 23 423 OIK CH : | 


